
 At the outset, the Member-Convener of the Parliamentary Forum on 

Global Warming and Climate Change welcomed the Members, 

representatives of the Ministries for the meeting of the Forum. In his 

opening remarks, the Member-Convener stated that he alongwith some of 

his colleagues had met Prime Minister recently and that the Prime Minister 

referred to the eight missions on climate change stating that he is taking 

personal interest in them. The Member-Convener further stated that the 

Ministry of Urban Development has a very critical role to play in the mission 

on ‘Sustainable Habitat’ and then invited Dr. Ashok Singhvi, Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Urban Development to make his presentation on the subject. 

[Power point presentation was made by Dr. Ashok Singhvi, 
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Urban Development on the 
subject ‘Sustainable Habitat] 

 

 During the Power point presentation, Dr. Singhvi highlighted the 

following points:- 

 

(i) The National Mission on Sustainable Habitat (NMSH) was 

approved by Prime Minister’s Council on Climate Change in 

2010 and is one of the eight missions under National Action 

Plan for Climate Change.  The Ministry of Urban Development, 

along with State Governments and urban local bodies, are 

responsible for the implementation of this mission. At the 

Central level, the NMSH envisages a Mission Implementation 

and Monitoring Group headed by the Secretary (Urban 

Development), with representation from all Ministries.  A 

Mission Directorate will be set up in the Ministry of Urban 

Development (MoUD) to carry out day-to-day monitoring of all 

activities and for reviewing proposals from States/agencies and 

placing them before the Mission Implementation and 

Monitoring Group.  The Directorate will be assisted by all 

relevant institutions in the area.  At the State level, the 

activities will be coordinated by a State Level Apex Coordination 

Committee (SLACC) headed by the State Chief Secretary.  The 

NMSH will be monitored at all apex levels by the National Inter-

Ministerial Group on Sustainable Habitat.  The Mission 
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Directorate will also be under it.  These institutions at the 

Central level will support the State Level Apex Coordination 

Committees (SLACC) and state nodal agency for urban 

development under it. 

 

(ii)  The main objectives of the National Mission on Sustainable 

Habitat are to :- 

 

(a) reduce energy demand by promoting alternative 

technologies and energy conservation practices in both 

residential and commercial areas,  

(b) do better Urban Planning with a view to enable better 

disaster management;   

(c) enable lesser use of private and more usage of public 

transport, community involvement and dialogue for more 

sustainable pattern of development; and  

(d) to conserve natural resources such as clean air, water, 

flora and fauna that are the keystones of sustainable 

human habitats. 

 

(ii) To tackle the major barriers like knowledge gap at various 

levels, issues of enforcement or implementation, technological 

costs and lack of technology development in promoting energy 

efficiency in residential and commercial sectors, the 

Government has taken various measures such as creating 

educational programmes for students and professional 

architects, engineers and urban planners on green buildings, 

undertaking green demonstration projects in key  locations, 

implementing consumer awareness programmes at various 

levels, increasing the frequency of appliance labeling and 

marketing for products labeled by the Bureau of Energy 

Efficiency (BEE), setting up a dedicated website on building 

codes, ensuring minimum energy performance standards in all 

bylaws at all levels, providing fiscal incentives to promote 

energy-efficient buildings, products and services. 
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(iii) The Government has introduced various measures such as 

conducting energy audit of all water utilities regularly, 

rationalizing the water tariff, minimizing water leakages, 

reclaiming water through various measures like reuse and 

recycling of water, use of water-efficient 

technologies/measures; giving urban local bodies (ULBs) the 

responsibility for planning, implementation and management of 

storm water management systems along with laying out 

guidelines for safety of buildings and also ensuring 

comprehensive disaster preparedness, promoting reuse and 

recycling of treated water, decentralizing waste water 

management systems and using recycled waste water from 

toilets for use in agriculture, and generating energy from waste 

to reduce wastes as well as environmental pollution. 

 

(iv) With regard to the Urban Transport, the Government aims at 

strengthening the public transport system in urban areas, 

reduce the fuel consumed per passenger travelled using modal 

shift transfer through various measures, formulating an 

integrated urban plan for each city, integrating all the inter-city 

road passenger transport networks with urban transport 

systems, introducing fuel efficiency standards for new and 

existing vehicles in all cities, discouraging the use of diesel-

propelled personal vehicles, conducting mass awareness 

campaigns to encourage people to use public transport and 

also provide necessary information, and establishing service 

level benchmarks for implementation of all measures under 

NMSH. 

 

(v) Comprehensive and holistic urban planning through city 

development plans that mainstream sustainable habitat 

standards would be a key component of the implementation 

strategy of the mission.  The city development plans could 

cater to the requirements of both adaptation and mitigation 

and would include activities related to reducing vulnerabilities 
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of communities against inadequate level of municipal services 

pertaining to water supply, waste water management, Solid 

Waste Management (SWM), apart from integrated urban 

planning. City development plans to factor in preparedness for 

sudden disasters such as droughts, floods, cyclones, storms, 

and hurricanes as well as study and steady trends such as 

beach erosion, heat stress, head island effects, thermal 

pollution, etc.  

 

(vi) Six sub-committees were set up with participation of expert 

organizations to develop National Sustainable Habitat Standards 

in the areas of Energy Efficiency in Buildings, Urban Planning, 

Water Supply and Sanitation, Solid Waste Management, Storm 

Water Drainage and Urban Transport.  Reports of the sub-

Committees have been submitted and circulated to State 

Governments, Expert Organisations and other Ministries of 

Govt. of India for information and incorporation of the 

standards in the relevant Bye-laws. 

 

(vii) The Ministry of Urban Development is working on a Training 

Module for Capacity Building of stakeholders dealing with 

climate change issues related to sustainable habitat in 

consultation with expert Organisations/stakeholders. 

 Thereafter, Members raised the following issues to which the 

representatives of Ministries clarified as under : 

A. Steps being taken for checking beach erosion and 

protecting of corals and coral reefs of Lakshadweep.   
 

The representative of the Ministry of the Environment and 

Forests stated that they have taken up a coastal assessment 

project regarding the vulnerability of the coastal areas.  The 

Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) planning is being done. They have 

requested the State Governments and the Union Territories to 

prepare their own State action plans on climate change.  They 

have also requested the Lakshadweep Administrator to come with 
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a plan.  If that is included as an element in the action plan, which 

they propose, certainly it can be taken up. 

 

B. Coordinating/monitoring of Eight National Missions and 24 

initiatives.  
 

While clarifying on the issue, the representative of the Ministry 

of Environment and Forests stated that the coordination and 

regular monitoring of these Missions is done by the Prime 

Minister’s Office. In regard to Solar Mission and Energy Efficiency 

Mission it was stated that they are in an advanced stage of 

implementation.  All the other six Missions involve a large degree 

of State coordination at the State Government level and they need 

financial outlays also.  So, there are some difficulties in 

implementation but once the 12th Plan document is ready, we will 

know how much outlay is available to them and what measures 

are possible.  

In regard to Building plans/Model Building bye-law, the 

Ministry Officials stated that for the first part of the National 

Mission on Sustainable Habitat, the objectives is to set standards 

for which Groups in the Ministry have been set up having experts 

and also representatives from the various Ministries.  Only after 

that model building bye-laws have been prescribed and circulated 

to all the States.  Advisories have been issued and the model 

municipal laws have also been framed to be adopted by the 

States. They also informed that in case of rain water harvesting, 

the same have been incorporated in this law.  They have informed 

the States to adopt these reforms and after that the Centre will 

release the funds. Ultimately, as far as implementation is 

concerned, it is linked with the release of the funds.  

C. Study undertaken by the Government in regard to change 

in the weather system and its impact on common people 

and agriculture.  
 

The Officials from the Ministry of Science and Technology 

stated that the scientists have done various researches on the 
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issue of climate change and their reports are available on the 

website of the Ministry of Environment and Forests. The Ministry 

also issues National Advisory every four years. 

 

D. Depletion of ground water in various parts of the country.   
 

With regard to ground water, the Ministry of Environment 

and Forests stated that Central Ground Water Board is monitoring 

the ground water levels and they have region-wise data.  

 Members further suggested the following for appropriate action:  
 

(i) Efforts should be made to ensure availability of clean air in 

cities.   

(ii) Regularization criteria for urban areas particularly in the 

North-Eastern States should be eased and no delay be made 

in clearance of State Projects by the Union Government.  

(iii) The funds required for NMSH should be made available. 

(iv) Government should fix target dates for complete treatment 

of sewage.  They should help the State Governments in 

terms of technology, funds and capacity building. 

(v) Cost benefit analysis of gobar gas plant, solar light and solar 

heater plants, should be undertaken.  

(vi) Monitoring committee be constituted for checking emission 

of poisonous gasses from inverter and like equipments. 

(vii) The Government should furnish the time line by when the 

ongoing work of desalination plants in Lakshdweep would be 

completed. 

(viii) Single window system should be started for clearance of 

State projects by Government to avoid delays. 

(ix) Ministry of Environment and Forests should take some 

urgent steps to check beach erosion and protection of the 

coral and reefs of Lakshdweep. 
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On the issue of floods and water logging, the Officials from the 

Ministry of Urban Development stated that these two issues come under 

the purview of Ministries of Agriculture and Water Resources.  Therefore,  

the Member-Convener suggested that these two topics could be taken up 

in the subsequent sessions.   

In the end, the Member-Convener thanked all the Members, the 

Expert and the officials from the Ministries. 

[The meeting then adjourned] 

 


