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From the Co-ordinator's desk
Dear All,
Climate Change has become the most debatable of topics all over the
world for the year, 2015. Be it the twenty-first session of the Conference
of the Parties (COP), where the leaders of 190 nations gathered in Paris to
discuss a new global agreement on Climate Change, the 1992 United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) or the
eleventh session of the Conference of the Parties that served as the
meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP), Climate Change has
become one of the most talked about global issues over the years that
reached its peak in the present year making it prudent to even shift the
theme of Science Express to 'Climate Change' so as to spread wideranging awareness internally and internationally over the globe.
The "fourth Issue" of our Quarterly Newsletter offers central information
on the important environmental conservational activities carried out in
the past quarter by the various non-governmental organizations /
institutions /universities/corporations etc.
The Central highlight of this present issue is the Centre's recent
compilation of issues and concerns related to Climate Change. This has
been presented under various heads, Features of Convention of
Biological Diversity, Special coverage on Swachh Bharat Mission and
the elements of the twenty-first session of the Conference of the Parties
(COP).
The Newsletter also gives a brief insight into the launch of the centre's
th
Directory of “Environmental NGOs in India-10 edition, 2015” which is
a yearly publication and hopes to be of good use to its users by
resembling a comprehensive database of organizations and groups
devoted in the field of environmental protection, its conservation, and
awareness.
Al so, it hig hlig hts th e vari ous up com ing en viro nme ntal
events/workshops/seminars where one can enrich oneself with the
knowledge on fundamental environmental issues of one's interest. Our
newsletter will also make you have a better understanding of our
comprehensive programmes and services.
We are pleased to share this information with you and look forward to
your feedback and suggestions that are most valuable to us and have at all
times guided us in building our successive newsletters more functional
and educational to its users.

Dr. G. Areendran
Coordinator-ENVIS Programme
WWF-India
For Further details, visit our website
www.wwfenvis.nic.in
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PARLIAMENT AND ENVIRONMENT
3rd BRICS Ministerial Meeting on Science & Technology
The Minister for Science, Technology and Earth Sciences, Dr. Harsh
Vardhan lead the Indian delegation to the 3rd BRICS Ministerial
Meeting on Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) which was held
in Moscow, Russia on 27-28 October, 2015. The Conference
discussed the sharing and exchange of information on STI polices &
strategies. Issues relating to formulation of joint long term problemfocused programmes and central modalities for cooperation will come
up during the two day meeting.
BRICS R&D priorities, Innovation cooperation within BRICS, a Work
Plan for next three years (2015-2018) on Science, Technology and
Innovation for cooperation among BRICS countries were discussed
today. Discussions also took place on Moscow Ministerial Declaration
to be made at the meeting.
Earlier the five (5) BRICS countries had identified thematic areas and
leadership to be taken by each of these countries in an area as: (i)
climate change and natural disaster mitigation led by Brazil; (b) water
resources and pollution led by Russia; (iii) geospatial technologies and
its applications lead by India; (iv) new and renewable energy and
energy efficiency led by China; and (v) astronomy led by South Africa.
Each country has given a brief report on activities on these five
thematic leadership areas at the meeting today. India's proposal on
geospatial technologies envisages development of Geo-spatial
Technologies and Applications for operationalising, maintaining and
utilising National Level Geographical Information Systems. Potential
areas of collaboration could be National Mapping and National GIS
Applications, Earth Observation Applications, Land Information
System, Institutional Mechanism and Capacity Building, and Industry
Engagements. Further, it aims at leveraging BRICS countries
competencies such as China's Cloud Computing expertise in data
sharing during disaster management, Russia's Spatial data processing
and standardization capability; Brazil Model of Regional SDI platform
for data sharing among South American countries.
Under their thematic leadership Brazil has organized a BRICS
Workshop on Climate Change Prediction, and mitigation of Natural
Disasters on May 7-8, 2014 and provided a statement of
recommendations in the field. China organised the Solid State Lighting
workshop and the SSL- Working Group meeting on Nov 8-9, 2014 in
Guangzhou, China. India participated in the meeting where the BRICS
countries shared the status of Solid State Lighting (SSL) in their
countries and India showed interest to be part of the SSL project.
Earlier, a BRICS MoU on STI Cooperation was also signed during the
2nd BRICS STI Ministerial Meeting at Brasilia, Brazil during March
2015. The MoU seeks to institutionalize the BRICS STI cooperation
and to (i) Strengthen cooperation in STI, (ii) address common global
and regional socio-economic challenges utilizing shared experiences
and complementarities (iii) co-generate new knowledge and products,
services and processes utilizing appropriate funding and investment
instruments and (iv) promote joint BRICS partnership with other
strategic actors in the developing world.
A new initiative 'A BRICS Young Scientists Forum' has also been
conceived to create a platform for young bright talented students of
science and engineering. India will host 1st BRICS Young Scientist
Conclave in 2016 and it made a presentation on this issue.
th

(Ministry of Science & Technology, 27 October, 2015)

Ministry-wise News Highlights
Measures Undertaken by Government for Judicious and
Proper Use of Pesticides.
The Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare,
Ministry of Agriculture regularly monitors the pesticide residues in food
commodities and environmental samples under the central sector
scheme, “Monitoring of Pesticide Residues at National Level” that was
initiated during 2005-06 and has 25 participating laboratories

representing Ministry of Agriculture, Indian Council of Agriculture
Research, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Ministry of
Environment and Forest, Council of Scientific and Industrial Research,
Ministry of Chemical and Fertilizer, Ministry of Commerce and State
Agricultural Universities across the country.
The Department of Agriculture, Co-Operation & Farmers Welfare
(DAC&FW) emphasizes Integrated Pest Management (IPM) which
promotes biological, cultural and mechanical methods of pest and
advocates need based, judicious use of pesticides. DAC&FW implement
a scheme “Strengthening and Modernization of Pest Management
Approach in India” to promote Integrated Pest Management (IPM) which
is an environment friendly broad ecological approach for managing pest
problems. It encompasses pest control techniques such as cultural,
mechanical and biological with minimum dependence on chemical
pesticides. Human Resource Development in IPM is done by imparting
training to Agriculture / Horticulture Extension Officers and farmers at
Grass Root Level by organizing Farmers Fields Schools (FFSs) and
Seasonal Long Training Programmes (SLTPs). The DAC & FW has
established 35 Central IPM centers in different states to promote IPM
Strategies. Grant-in-aid is also provided to the States for establishment
/strengthening of State Bio-control Laboratories. A total of 313 SBCLs
have been established across India.
“Grow Safe food” Campaign has been initiated to create awareness
about the safe and judicious use of pesticides among the various
stakeholders. In addition to the above, DAC&FW has revised 68
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Packages of Practices for major
crops giving impetus to ecological and cultural techniques of pest
management. Under the Insecticide Act 1968, insecticides are
registered after evaluating the safety of the product with respect to
human health. The terms of registration also include instructions for
farmers and users of pesticides on label and leaflets of containers on
safe use of pesticides. If the pesticide is used as per the instructions on
labels and leaflets, they are unlikely to leave behind unwanted residues
in the agri-produce.
(Source: The Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers

Anant Geete Flags Off ‘3-Cities’ Fame India Eco Drive in the
Capital
To promote electrification of automobile transportation to achieve
objectives laid in the National Mission for Electric Mobility (NMEM), Shri
Anant G Geete, Union Minister, Ministry of Heavy Industries & Public
Enterprises (HI&PE), Government of India today flagged off the '3CITIES FAME INDIA ECO DRIVE' from Red Fort. The first leg of the drive
included 46 hybrid and electric vehicles from different automobile
manufacturers that were driven on the roads of Delhi. The fleet of the
vehicles included two wheelers, cars and buses and this rally culminated
at Gurgaon (Haryana). The drive was to promote conservation of energy
and environmental benefits under the ambitious national scheme on
Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid & Electric Vehicles (FAME)
India. FAME India is a scheme launched in the month of April 2015 for
two years as an introductory phase with an approved outlay of nearly Rs.
800 Crore.
The initiative is being planned as a prelude to the 2015 United Nations
Climate Change Conference (COP 21 or CMP 11) scheduled in Paris
from November 30, 2015 - December 11, 2015. Prime Minister of India,
Mr Narendra Modi is to participate in this conference.
With an objective of not keeping the campaign restricted to the bigger
metro cities, ' 3- CITIES FAME INDIA ECO DRIVE' has also been
planned in Jaipur on 30th November 2015 & Chandigarh on 7th
December 2015. The government has already paved the way of
providing incentives to those buyers who plan to purchase hybrid and
electric vehicles. Eco friendly vehicles from Tata Motors, Toyota
Kirloskar Motors Ltd, Maruti Suzuki India Ltd, BMW India, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Hero Electric, Electrotherm and Lohia Motors were in the
fleet.
As part of the campaign, a similar rally of hybrid and electric vehicles will
be held at Jaipur on 30th November 2015 (starting from Albert Hall
Museum conclude at Amber Fort) and at Chandigarh on 7th December
2015 (starting from The Rock Garden and conclude at Indian School of
Business, Mohali) in partnership with the respective State Governments.
(Ministry of Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises, 26th November, 2015)
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Seminar on Climate Change Inititatives of Indian
Railways.
Indian Railways have started their CoP-21 campaign regarding their role
and initiatives for reducing carbon footprint by India. Being a big player in
the transport industry and the most energy efficient form of mass
transportation, Indian Railways will play an important role in fulfilling the
country’s commitment for reduction in emission of Green House Gases.
Apart from increasing the share of rail mode in freight transport from 36%
to 45% as committed in the Intended Nationally Determined
Contributions (INDCs) submitted by India contributing to sizeable
reduction in carbon footprint, Indian Railways are taking actions for
improving energy efficiency, increasing share of renewables and more
efficient Management of Water.
As a part of their campaign, Ministry of Railways conducted a seminar on
10th Nov. ’15 wherein senior officials of Ministry of Railways and its
PSUs participated. Apart from discussing the strategies for increasing
the modal share of rail transport as envisaged in the INDCs, other
‘Climate Change’ topics like energy efficiency in industries, sustainable
habitation including green buildings were also discussed in this seminar
through the presentations made by experts in the field like Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE), Indian Green Building Congress (IGBC) of CII
and TERI. During this meeting, salient feature of India’s INDCs with
specific reference to INDCs on rail transport were discussed. Many of
these subjects can lead to new policy initiatives and actions in IR in the
coming days.
The seminar was chaired by Sh. A.K. Mital, Chairman, Railway Board
and was attended by Sh. Hemant Kumar, Member Mechanical, Sh.
Pradeep Kumar, Member Staff and many senior Railway officials from
the Ministry as well as its PSUs. The seminar was organized by the
Environment Directorate of Railway Board and conducted by Sh.
K.Swaminathan, Advisor.
(Ministry of Railways, 13th November, 2015)

India’s Intended Nationally Determined Contribution : At
a Glance
India has submitted its Intended Nationally Determined Contribution
(INDC) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change. Some of the salient points of the INDC are:
To put forward and further propagate a healthy and sustainable way of
living based on traditions and values of conservation and moderation.
To adopt a climate-friendly and a cleaner path than the one followed
hitherto by others at corresponding level of economic development.
To reduce the emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 to 35 per cent by 2030
from 2005 level.
To achieve about 40 per cent cumulative electric power installed
capacity from non-fossil fuel based energy resources by 2030, with the
help of transfer of technology and low cost international finance,
including from Green Climate Fund.
To create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of CO2
equivalent through additional forest and tree cover by 2030.
To better adapt to climate change by enhancing investments in
development programmes in sectors vulnerable to climate change,
particularly agriculture, water resources, Himalayan region, coastal
regions, health and disaster management.
To mobilize domestic and new and additional funds from developed
countries to implement the above mitigation and adaptation actions in
view of the resource required and the resource gap.
To build capacities, create domestic framework and international
architecture for quick diffusion of cutting edge climate technology in India
and for joint collaborative R&D for such future technologies.
nd

(Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, 2 October, 2015)

Green India Mission Plans of Four States Approved
The second meeting of National Executive Council (NEC) of the National
Mission for a Green India (GIM) held here recently, approved the
Perspective Plans & Annual Plan of Operations (APOs) submitted by
four States - Mizoram, Manipur, Jharkhand and Kerala.
The Perspective Plans of all four States, with a total financial outlay of

Rs. 90, 202.68 lakh for a Plan period of 5 to 10 years were approved, along
with APOs of Rs.11, 195.32 lakh for this financial year. The total forest and
non-forest area taken up in these four States under GIM during the total
plan period will be 1, 08, 335 hectares (ha) out of which 81, 939 ha will be
improving the density of existing forests and 16, 396 ha will be new areas.
For the current financial year, it will be 28, 250 ha and 7, 827 ha
respectively. Approval has been granted for alternative energy devices
such as biogas, solar devices, LPG, biomass-based systems and improved
stoves for 27, 032 households for the current financial year and 81, 233
households for the total plan period. This will help in reducing pressure on
forests, gaining carbon benefits, along with health and other associated
benefits.
GIM, one of the eight Missions outlined under the National Action Plan on
Climate Change (NAPCC), acknowledges the influence that forests have
on environmental amelioration though climate change mitigation, food
security, water security, biodiversity conservation and livelihood security of
forest dependent communities. The mission hinges on decentralized
participatory approach involving grass root level organizations and
community in planning, decision making, implementation and monitoring
with emphasis on landscape approach and convergence with
complementary schemes and programmes for better coordination in
developing forests and their fringe areas in a holistic and sustainable
manner.
The meeting, held on October 9, 2015, was attended by the members of
NEC, inter-ministerial experts, Mission Director, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest (PCCFs) and State nodal officers from four States.
The meeting was chaired by Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change (MoEFCC), Shri Ashok Lavasa. The Secretary
appreciated the efforts being taken up by the States in working upon
convergence opportunities with complementary schemes/programmes to
ensure requisite investment and saturation of the landscapes.
(Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, 12th October, 2015)

Environment Ministry Announces Launching of Dr. A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam Post-Doctoral Research Fellowships
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has announced
the launching of Post-Doctoral Research Fellowships in the name of Late
Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam on his 85th birthday. The Post Doctoral Fellowship
programme of the Ministry is targeted towards young scientists working in
the area of environment and ecology in the country. The target group of this
programme are young scientists who have completed their PhD, or are
about to complete their PhD in areas related to environment and ecology
and possess a good, academic record. The applicants should preferably be
below the age of 35 years. The tenure of the fellowship is for a period of
three years and the fellowship award includes a monthly fellowship,
equivalent to that of a Research Associate, together with an annual
research contingency grant of Rs. 1.5 lakh. The Post-Doctoral fellow will
also be entitled to House Rent Allowance and other benefits as per the
Ministry's guidelines applicable for Research Associateship.
The Ministry proposes to constitute a Committee of Experts headed by Dr.
R.A Mashelkar for selection of Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam Post-Doctoral
Research Fellows. The advertisement, calling for applications for the
fellowship programme will be brought out by the Ministry shortly and the
guidelines for the programme will be uploaded on the Ministry's website.
The main focus of the new fellowship programme and also the ongoing
National Environmental Sciences Fellows Programme is to nurture young
scientists working in the areas related to environment and ecology for
undertaking good quality scientific research under the mentorship of
established scientists of the country.
Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam, the people's President, had an abiding trust and faith
on the abilities of the youth of the country to transform India into a global
power. He was also firmly convinced that science and technology shall offer
solutions to the pressing challenges facing the country, including those of
environmental protection and sustainable development. Dr. Kalam had on
various occasions, fervently stood for the cause of protection of
environment and conservation, so that future generations can have a better
tomorrow.
th
(Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, 16 October, 2015)
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India Hopes for an Equitable and just Climate Agreement in
Paris, but Developed World will have to Walk the Talk :
Javadekar.
India has said that it hopes for an equitable and just climate agreement in
Paris, but the developed world will have to come out with more reasonable
proposals. Interacting with netizens through 'MyGov' talk on Climate Change
here today, Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri
Prakash Javadekar, said that India does not want Paris to fail. The Minister
referred to French President, Mr. Francois Hollande's statement that unless
the developed world commits more finance and technological support, Paris
can be a failure. “I think, with this warning, coming from the French President,
who is the host, the developed world will come out with more reasonable
proposals”, he added.
The Minister said that Paris is not raising questions about the actions of the
developing world, but it is actually questioning the walking the talk by
developed world. He also said that the developed world had pledged $100
billion (Green Climate Fund), but that has not materialised. “Now the
developed world is presenting that they have mobilised $62 billion. But Shri
Arun Jaitley was forthright in Lima by telling them that this was double
accounting and that this was not acceptable. So we want additional, new
predictable finance, which will be scaled up. I told the world that $100 billion is
not the cost of climate action. The cost of climate action is trillions of dollars
per annum”, Shri Javadekar said.
He said that India is walking the sustainable development path, but at the
same time, we want more carbon space. The Minister said that we are talking
about climate justice because though we are not a part of the problem, we are
suffering. “We have 60 islands, other smaller island countries are suffering.
Therefore, we want climate justice”, he stated.
Shri Javadekar also invited suggestions from people on various issues
related to environment. He also announced that the best ideas will be
rewarded not just with a cash prize, but also with a visit to a wildlife sanctuary.
The modalities of the contest will be announced soon on MyGov platform. The
'MyGov' talk was moderated by Shri Akhilesh Mishra, Director (Content),
MyGov. The other panellists included Shri Sameer Saran, vice president,
Observer Research Foundation and Shri Abhilash Khandekar, Dainik
Bhaskar. Ms. Viva Kermani, a social media voice and Ms. Deeksha Katyal, a
MyGov contributor, joined the talk via Google Hangout. The 'MyGov' talk was
held on the eve of the BASICS meeting in China. It is for the first time that a
Union Minister has held a Google Hangout session on 'MyGov' platform.

focused conservation action on selected critically endangered
species.
v. In addition to provision of stringent punishment for the offenders, the
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 also provides for forfeiture of any
equipment, vehicle or weapon that is used for committing wildlife
offence(s).
vi. Financial and technical assistance is provided to the State/ Union
Territory Governments under the Centrally Sponsored Schemes for
providing better protection to wildlife including endangered species
and improvement of its habitat.
vii. The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has been empowered
under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 to apprehend and
prosecute wildlife offenders.
The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau has been set up to ensure coordination among various officers and State Governments in connection
with the enforcement of law for control of poaching and illegal trade in
wildlife and its products.

T h e n a m e s of pr o te c te d s p e c ie s o f a n im a ls ,
birds and plants as under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972
are categorized under the following headings:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Mammals
Plants
Crustacea& Insects
Amphibians & Reptiles
Fishes, Mollusks & Coelenterates
Birds
(To access the complete list of protected species, kindly visit
http://wwfenvis.nic.in/)
th

(Source: USQ No. 2531, dated 15 December, 2015 (LSQ), informed by
Shri Prakash Javadekar, Hon'ble Minister of State (Independent
Charge) Environment, Forest and Climate Change. The question was
raised by Dr. Kirit P Solanki)

(Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, 26 th October, 2015)

The list of protected species of animals, birds and
plants as under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972
There are 909 entries of taxa (including species, genus, families, orders and
classes) of animals, birds and plants in the various Schedules of the Wild
Life (Protection) Act, 1972.
The important steps taken by the Government to ensure protection of these
species include:
i.

Legal protection has been provided to wild animals against hunting and
commercial exploitation under the provisions of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972.

ii.

Protected Areas, viz., National Parks, Sanctuaries, Conservation
Reserves and Community Reserves covering important wildlife
habitats have been created all over the country under the provisions of
the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 to conserve wild animals and their
habitats.
iii. Special programmes like 'Project Tiger' and 'Project Elephant' have
been launched for conservation of these endangered species and their
habitats.
iv. A specific component of “Recovery programmes for saving critically
endangered species and habitats' is provided in the Centrally
Sponsored Scheme of 'Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats' for
For information on Medicinal Plants, kindly visit: http://frlhtenvis.nic.in/
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NGOs AND ENVIRONMENT
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) COP 21, Paris le Bourget, France
The COP is the supreme decision-making body of the Convention. All States that are Parties top the convention are represented at the COP, where they
review the implementation of the convention and any other legal instruments that the COP adopts and take decisions on, that is necessary to promote the
effective implementation of the convention, including institutional and administrative arrangements. Also, a key task for the COP is to review the national
communications and emissions inventories submitted by Parties. Based on this information, the COP assesses the effects of the measures taken by
Parties and the progress made in achieving the ultimate objective of the Convention. The COP meets every year, unless the Parties decide otherwise. The
latest COP meet took place from 30th November, 2015 to 11th December, 2015 at Paris le Bourget, France.
Given below are the names of some of the National level Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) participated in the Conference of Parties at its first
session (COP 21) held in Paris /the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties at its eleventh session (CMP 11), with their detailed
information.

National Level Participants
S No. Name of the Participants,
Contact & Website Details
1.

2.

4.

5.

5.

6.

7.

Environics Trust
Khasra No.177, Shokeen Market,
Neb Sarai, Main IGNOU Road
New Delhi- 110068 INDIA
Telefax: 91-11-29531814,
91-11-29533957
Email: environics@gmail.com
http://www.environicsindia.in/en/
All India Women’s Conference
Sarojini House,
6 Bhagwan Dass Road,
New Delhi - 110001
Tel: 91-11-23389680/1165,
Fax: 91-11-23384092/8567
E-mail : info@aiwc.org.in
president@aiwc.org.in
http://aiwc.org.in/
Balipara Foundation
Registered office: A1,
NAVIN ENCLAVE
NEAR GITA MANDIR FIELD
ZOO NARENGI ROAD,
GUWAHATI – 781024.
Assam, India.
T: +91 9435199831 / +91 9435087916
E: nitu.kalita@baliparafoundation.com /
sanjiddutta@baliparafoundation.com
http://www.baliparafoundation.com/
Brahma Kumaris, World
Spiritual University
Delhi office: Brahma Kumaris
Rajayoga Centre
Gyan Vigyan Bhawan
Plot No. 1 & 2 Derawalnagar
Brahma Kumaris Marg
Delhi 110009
http://www.brahmakumaris.org/
CEDA Trust
(91-451)2431090,(91-451)2431040,
cedatrust@yahoo.com
Website : NA
Centre for Built Environment (CBE)
Add: 2/5 Sarat Bose Road
Kolkata - 700 020
West Bengal
Tel: 91-33-24761513 , 33-24761495
Email: sghoshcbe@hotmail.com
centre-for-built-environmenthttp://www.west-bengal.ngosindia.com
kolkata.html
Centre for Community Economics
and Development Consultant Society
(94-141)277-1488/0330
Email: cecoedecon@gmail.com
http://www.cecoedecon.org/

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Centre for Policy Research
DHARMA MARG, CHANAKYAPURI
NEW DELHI - 110021 INDIA
TEL: +91 (11) 26115273-76 (4 LINES)
FAX: +91 (11) 26872746
CPRINDIA@CPRINDIA.ORG
http://www.cprindia.org/
Centre for Science and Environment
41, Tughlakabad Institutional Area
New Delhi-110062, India
Phone: (91) (11) 29955124, 29956110,
29956394, 29956399
Fax: (91) (11) 29955879
Email: cse@cseindia.org
http://www.cseindia.org/
Centre for Social Markets
AI Hidden Nest
16 Leonard Lane
Richmond Town
Bangalore 560025
Tel: +918040918235
http://csmworld.org/
Confederation of Indian Industry
The Mantosh Sondhi Centre
23, Institutional Area, Lodi Road,
New Delhi 110 003 (India)
T: 91 11 45771000 / 24629994-7
F: 91 11 24626149
E: info@cii.in
http://www.cii.in/
Consortium for Trade and Development
A1/304, 2nd Floor Safdarjung Enclave
New Delhi 110029
Tel: + 91-11-41459226
Fax: + 91-11–41459227
http://www.centad.org/
CUTS International (Consumer
Unity & Trust Society)
D–217, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park
Jaipur 302 016, India
Tel: +91 141 2282821
Fax: +91 141 2282485
Email: cuts@cuts.org
http://www.cuts-international.org/
Development Alternatives (DA)
B-32, Tara Crescent,
Qutub Institutional Area
New Delhi -110016. India.
Email: mail@devalt.org
Website: www.devalt.org
Ph: 011-2654-4100, 011-2654-4200
http://www.devalt.org/
Engineering Staff College of
India (ESCI)
Engineering Staff College of India
Old Bombay Road, Gachibowli,
Hyderabad

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Telangana – 500 032, India
Tel: +91 40 6630 4100 /
+91 40 2300 0465
Fax: +91 40 2300 0336 /
fax@escihyd.org
Email: ic@escihyd.org
http://www.escihyd.org/
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI)
FICCI
Federation House
Tansen Marg, New Delhi 110001
Tel: 91-11-23738760-70
Fax: 91-11-23320714, 23721504
ficci@ficci.com
http://www.ficci.com/
Gorakhpur Environmental Action
Group (geag)
Gorakhpur Environmental Action Group
Post Box No. 60
224, Purdilpur, M.G college Road,
Gorakhpur – 273001 (U.P) India
Tel: +915512230004, +91945335949
Fax:+915512230005
http://www.geagindia.org/
Indian Council of Forestry Research
and Education (ICFRE)
Country code: +91
City code for ICFRE Hq.
at Dehra Dun: 135
http://www.icfre.org/
index.php?linkid=head342d&link=3
http://www.icfre.org/
Indian Youth Climate Network (IYCN)
204, Greater Kailash 1 Rd,
W Block, Greater Kailash I,
Greater Kailash, New Delhi,
Delhi 110048
Email: supriya@iycn.in , kabir@iycn.in
http://iycn.in/
Indira Gandhi Institute of
Development Research (IGIDR)
IGIDR
Gen. A.K.Vaidya Marg
Goregaon (E)
Mumbai - 400 065 (INDIA)
Tel: (022) 2840 0919/20/21,28416200
(Board Number)
Fax: (022) 2840 2752/28416399
Email: director@igidr.ac.in
http://www.igidr.ac.in/
Institute for Solid Waste Research &
Ecological Balance (INSWAREB)
FaL-G Mansion, 32-10-53
Shri Venkateswara Colony
Visakhapatnam, 530012, INDIA
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22.

23.

24.

Ph: 91 891 2516411
Mobile: 91 98481 91453
Fax: 91 891 2517429
Mail: inswareb@gmail.com
http://www.fal-g.com/
JANVIKAS
C/105-106, Royal Chinmay,
Off. Judges Bungalow Road,
Bodakdev, Vastrapur,
Ahmedabad – 380 054
Gujarat – India
Phone : 079-26856685,
Fax : 079-26857443
E-mail : janvikas@janvikas.in /
janvikas_ahm@vsnl.net
http://www.janvikas.in/
JWALA Trust (JWALA)
Trust for sustainable Development
K-1525, Palam Vihar,
Gurgoan, Haryana, India-122017
Tel/Fax : +91+124-24382494
Email:chairperson@jwalaindia.org
http://www.jwalaindia.org/
WWF, India
172 B, Lodhi Estate,
New Delhi- 110003
Tel: +91 11 4150 4815
http://www.wwfindia.org/

25.

26.

27.

28.

Laya Resource Center
Plot No 110, Yendada,
Near Senora Beach Resorts,
Visakhapatnam - 530045
Andhra Pradesh, India
Tel : +91 - 0891 – 2526663,
+91 - 0891 – 2735332,
+91 - 0891 6539729
http://www.laya.org.in/
M S Swaminathan Research
Foundation
3rd Cross Street, Institutional Area,
Taramani Chennai 600 113, India
Tel: +91 (44) 22541229,
+91 (44) 22541698
http://www.mssrf.org/
National Council for Climate Change,
Sustainable Development and
Public Leadership (NCCSD)
Tel : +917926421580
info@nccsdindia.org
NA
Navdanya Trust
Navdanya Office - Delhi
A-60, Hauz Khas, New Delhi - 110 016
Phone : 91-11- 26968077 /
26532561/ 26532124
Fax : 91-11-26856795
Email : navdanya@gmail.com
http://www.navdanya.org/

29.

Public Advocacy Initiatives for Rights
and Values in India (PAIRVI)
G-30, First Floor, Lajpat Nagar - III
New Delhi-110024 (India)
Phone: +91-11-29841266, 65151897
Email: info@pairvi.org |
pairvidelhi1@gmail.com
http://www.pairvi.org/

30.

Pasumai Thaayagam Foundation
(91-44) 28172120, (91-44) 28172122
http://www.p-t.in/
Rural Agency for Social and
Technological Advancement(RASTA)
RASTA Kambalakkad
PO Wayanad Kerala
PIN- 673122, South India,
Tel: +914936286725,
rastawayanadgmail.com
http://www.rastaindia.org/
SAMATA
Vishakhapatnam,
samatha@satyam.net.in,
Tel: (91- 891)5510255, (91405)5697051
http://www.samataindia.org/
Shakti Sustainable Energy Foundation
Capital Court, 104 B/2, 4th Floor
Munirka Phase -III,
New Delhi 110067
Tel- 011 4747 4000
http://shaktifoundation.in/

31.

32.

33.

ENVIS WWF-India’s Directory on “Environmental NGOs in India”-10th Edition, 2015
The Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Prakash
Javadekar released the 10th edition of the Directory of “Environmental NGOs
in India - 2015” on 6th October, 2015 at IPB, Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change.
At the launch, the Minister stated that the Government will bring out a new
performance-based rating of Non-Government Organisations (NGOs)
working in the field of environment, to encourage the NGOs as the
organisations not only work for the people but also create local resources
while acting as a bridge between the government and the people.
Releasing the Directory of “Environmental NGOs in India – 2015”, the hon’ble
Minister called for a need to add new features to the next edition, to make it
even more useful, comprehensive and user-friendly.
The Directory, now in its 10th edition, contains a list of about 2300 NGOs in all
the States and Union Territories working towards environmental protection,
conservation and awareness. It has been compiled by Environmental
Information System (ENVIS) Centre, WWF-India on behalf of the Ministry of
Environment Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). The database covers all relevant and useful information catalogued under various appropriate
heads including minute details like the total strength of the permanent as well as part-time staff, number of members and geographical coverage in
addition to the general information comprising the Name, Address, Status (registered/ Non-registered, Trust/ Society/ Group), and the
commencement of activities.
The main concerns of the Ministry are implementation of policies and programmes relating to conservation of the country's natural resources including
its lakes and rivers, its biodiversity, forests and wildlife, ensuring the welfare of animals, and the prevention and abatement of pollution. While
implementing these policies and programmes, the Ministry is guided by the principle of sustainable development and enhancement of human wellbeing. Community-based organisations, including Non-Governmental Organisations (NGO’s) play an important role in supplementing the efforts of
the Government in achieving all-round environment protection and sustainable development.
An NGO Cell has been set up in the Ministry to handle various matters relating to NGO’s work in
diverse fields of environment. The basic functions of the Cell are:
•
Collection and dissemination of information to various NGOs.
•
Liaison with the NITI Aayog and other Government Ministries to create a database of
various NGO’s, working in the field of environment and associated areas.
The Directory hopes to find good use with government agencies, voluntary groups, libraries,
researchers, aid agencies, the media and educational institutions.
(Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, 6th October, 2015)

(Source:- http://unfccc.int/meetings/items/6240.php)
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SPECIAL COVERAGE
Report on Science Express Climate Action Special Fest held in Pragati Maidan, Delhi

Science Express Climate Action Special Train dated 6th to 8th December, 2015 was held in Delhi at Pragati Maiden railway station. All the nine Delhi
ENVIS centers took part in this exhibition and showcased their activities related to Climate change .
The Delhi-based ENVIS Centre's participated in the Exhibition held on-board the Science Express Climate Action Special Train, while highlighting the
activites of ENVIS Centre's. The exhibition that took off on the 6th December, 2015 and went on for three days near Pragati Maidan was an educational
fest which saw a number of children as active participants.
The state-of-the-art exhibition aboard the 'Science Express Climate Action Special
(SECAS)' aims to create awareness among various sections of society, especially
students, on how Climate Change can be combated through mitigation and adaptation.
The opening day of the event was a marked success with a huge number of students
from various schools, bustling in the platform and actively taking part in diverse
educational activities organized by the much devoted ENVIS team at Pragati Maidan.
The event was witnessed and much appreciated by school children from various
schools including Modern Day Public School, Kasturi Ram Public School, Kendriya
Vidyalaya Public School, S.D. Public School, Lal Bahadur Shastri School, N.K.
Bagrodia Public School, Titiksha Public School, Greenfields Public School, ST.
Margaret School, S.T. Peter's Convent School among others and families who came
with their children to enrich them with knowledge.
The goal of the scholastic fest exhibition, which is to spread awareness on the various
Climate-related issues, was accomplished by putting up Posters, Pamphlets,
Newsletters, Bannerson appropriate places on the platform and by displaying various
videos and documentaries showcasing Climate Change and Climate Change related
concerns. A number of educational and innovative activities such as the puppet shows,
quizzes and the likes were conducted to spread Climate-related awareness to the
children In addition, informative & appealing take-away material was made available by
each of the nine Delhi-based ENVIS Centre's for wider distribution amongst schools
and other visitors.
The event was a huge success and was able to leave a wide-reaching and lasting
impact on its target audience, the youngsters of today who are also the future of
tomorrow.
Its success is highly owed to the joint efforts of the ENVIS team representing all the
Delhi-based ENVIS Centre's whose incessant efforts and hard-work was highly evident
and which added zeal to the exhibition.
Background Information:
Science Express Climate Action Special
The Science Express Climate Action Special (SECAS) was flagged off on 15 October
2015 from Delhi Safdarjung Railway Station by Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Hon'ble Minister of
Science & Technology and Earth Sciences; Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu, Hon'ble
Minister of Railways; Shri Prakash Javadekar, Hon'ble Minister of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change; Shri Y. S. Chowdary, Hon'ble Minister of State for Science &
Technology and Shri Manoj Sinha, Hon'ble Minister of State for Railways in presence of
several other dignitaries and guests.
The Science Express is an innovative science exhibition mounted on a 16 coach AC
train which has been custom-built for Department of Science & Technology (DST) by
the Indian Railways (IR). This unique mobile exposition was initially launched on 30
October 2007 by DST, in collaboration with German Government and Max Planck
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Society and it travelled across India in 4 phases of 6-7 months duration each. In 2011, as a joint initiative
of DST and then Ministry of Environment & Forests, Science Express was rolled out as 'Biodiversity
Special' which showcased the myriad 'Biodiversity of India' and it traversed the length of breadth of India
in 3 runs. During 7 successful tours spanning 1,20,000 kms across India, Science Express received
overwhelming response at 391 halts, usually of 3-4 days duration each. It has thus become the largest,
longest running and most visited mobile science exhibition and created several records in its wake,
including six entries in the Limca Book of Records.
Science Express now being redesigned on the theme 'Climate Change' is running as 'Science
Express–Climate Change Special (SECCS)'. It is a unique collaborative initiative of Department of
Science & Technology and Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEF & CC), and
Ministry of Railway, Government of India.
Climate Change is the most important environmental issue, with short term as well as long term and
large scale impact. From shifting weather patterns that threaten food production, to rising sea levels that
increase the risk of catastrophic flooding, the impacts of climate change are not just global in scope and
unprecedented in scale but more severely affect poor & marginalized people. However, there is very
little understanding about Climate Change and its impacts.

The state-of-the-art exhibition aboard SECCS aims to create awareness among
various sections of the society, especially the students, about various issues &
challenges associated with Climate Change and how it can be combated through
mitigation and adaptation. SECCS will travel across India, initially for about 7 months,
halting at 64 locations spread over 20 States, covering about 18,000 km. The exhibition
will convey a strong message on Climate Change and will also be a good opportunity to
generate dialogue and discussion.
Of the 16 coaches of SECCS, exhibition in 8 coaches will be exclusively devoted to
information, case studies and material related to various aspect of Climate change, the
underlying science, impacts, adaptation activities, mitigation solutions and policy
approaches in a manner that is easy to understand and interesting for not just school
students but also the masses. The broad theme covered in each coach is as follows:

Coach No.

Broad Theme

Coach 1

Understanding Climate Change: The physical science of climate system, climate change- its causes & history- and
industrial revolution & concept that all systems are connected.

Coach 2

Impact of Climate Change: Introduction to concept of ecosystem services, Climate Change impacts on selected ecosystems
and sectors and also how to reduce it.

Coach 3

Impact of Climate Change: Introduction to concept of ecosystem services, Climate Change impacts on selected ecosystems
and sectors and also how to reduce it..

Coach 4

Adaptation-India’s action: Various national, state and local level action and adaptation programmes and their links with
national strategies and international actions.

Coach 5

Mitigation-concepts: Concept and definition with examples from everyday life, emphasis on restoring balance, enhancing
sinks (carbon stores) and reducing emission through renewable energy (RE) technologies.

Coach 6

Mitigation- India’s action: Various national, state and local level action and adaptation programme implemented by India and
how those are linked with national strategies and international actions. Low carbon strategies, ambitious goal to increase
RE.

Coach 7

Mitigation- India’s action: Various national, state and local level action and adaptation programme implemented by India and
how those are linked with national strategies and international actions. Low carbon strategies, ambitious goal to increase

The rest of the rake will have exhibits on themes like Wildlife and Nature Conservation work being carried out by different research institutions across
India with focus on Tigers, Turtles, Coral Reefs, Amphibians, etc. besides development in field of Biotechnology, Innovations in S&T, Science
Education, Schemes of DST, Careers in S&T, and so on. While a Kids Zone has been created in a coach to indulge young ones them in fun-filled
activities, games and puzzles in science, mathematics and environment, the popular Joy of Science (JOS) Hands-on Lab is once again put up in
another coach where students are encouraged to perform experiments & activities to understand concepts in environment, science and mathematics
in an interesting manner. A Discussion centre-cum-training facility is also provided in a coach for orientation of teachers.
At each halt of SECCS, activities are planned in advance to engage visitors across different age groups to reinforce various messages that the train
conveys. An exciting and much sought-after Outreach Programme will also be conducted in local schools/institutions along with interesting activities
on the railway platforms where it is parked. In addition, informative & appealing take-away material is made available for wider distribution amongst
schools and other visitors.
(Ministry of Science & Technology, 14th October, 2015)
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The details of cities/towns proposed to be covered by Science Express Climate Action Special
in the current phase with state wise-schedule are as below:
S.No.

Station

State

Exhibition Date

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.

Delhi Safdarjung
Sawai Madhopur
Ranapratapnagar (Udaipur)
Bhagat ki Kothi (Jodhpur)
Jaisalmer
Suratgarh
Patiala
Ambala Cantt
Amb Andaura
Churaru Takarla
Hoshiarpur
Udhampur
Samba
Pathankot
Saharanpur
Haridwar
Lalkuan
Pragati Maidan
Anajmandi (Rewari)
Agra Cannt
Shivpuri
Khajuraho
Allahabad
Basti
New Jalpaiguri
New Bongaigaon
Mariani
New Tinsukia
Lumding
Alipurduar
Ambikakalna
Barraackpore
Jhargram
Digha F S
Jharsuguda
Bilaspur
Kumhari
Koraput
Vishakhapatnam
Rajahmundry
Guntur
Secunderabad
Adoni
Kadiri
Vellore
Kumbakonam
Pudukkotai
Rameswaram
Tirunelveli
Changanaseri
Palakkad
Mangalore Jn
Ashokapuram
Hospet
Wadi
Nizamabad
Butibori
Jalamb
Valsad
Anand
Patan
Hapa

Delhi
Rajasthan
Rajasthan
Rajasthan
Rajasthan
Rajasthan
Punjab
Haryana
Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh
Punjab
Jammu & Kashmir
Jammu & Kashmir
Punjab
UttarPradesh
Uttrakhand
Uttrakhand
Delhi
Haryana
UttarPradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
UttarPradesh
UttarPradesh
West Bengal
Assam
Assam
Assam
Assam
West Bengal
West Bengal
West Bengal
West Bengal
West Bengal
Odisha
Chhattisgarh
Chhattisgarh
Odisha
Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh
Telangana
Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh
Tamil Nadu
Tamil Nadu
Tamil Nadu
Tamil Nadu
Tamil Nadu
Kerala
Kerala
Karnataka
Karnataka
Karnataka
Karnataka
Telangana
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Gujarat
Gujarat
Gujarat
Gujarat

15 -17 Oct 2015
18 Oct 2015
19 -23 Oct 2015
24 - 25 Oct 2015
26 - 29 Oct 2015
30 Oct - 01 Nov 2015
02 - 04 Nov 2015
05 - 08 Nov 2015
09 - 10 Nov 2015
12 - 13 Nov 2015
14 - 16 Nov 2015
17 - 20 Nov 2015
21 - 23 Nov 2015
24 - 27 Nov 2015
28 - 29 Nov 2015
30 Nov - 02 Dec 2015
03 - 05 Dec 2015
06 - 08 Dec 2015
09 - 11 Dec 2015
12 - 14 Dec 2015
15 - 17 Dec 2015
18 - 20 Dec 2015
21 - 24 Dec 2015
26 – 28 Dec 2015
30 – 31 Dec 2015
01 – 02 Jan 2016
04 – 05 Jan 2016
06 – 07 Jan 2016
08 – 09 Jan 2016
11 – 12 Jan 2016
14 – 17 Jan 2016
18 – 21 Jan 2016
22 – 24 Jan 2016
25 & 27 Jan 2016
29 – 30 Jan 2016
31 Jan – 02 Feb 2016
03 – 06 Feb 2016
08 – 10 Feb 2016
11 – 13 Feb 2016
14 – 16 Feb 2016
17 – 19 Feb 2016
20 – 23 Feb 2016
24 – 26 Feb 2016
27 – 29 Feb 2016
01 – 03 Mar 2016
04 – 06 Mar 2016
07 – 09 Mar 2016
10 – 12 Mar 2016
13 – 16 Mar 2016
17 – 20 Mar 2016
22 & 24 Mar 2016
25 – 28 Mar 2016
30 Mar – 02 Apr 2016
04 – 05 Apr 2016
06 – 08 Apr 2016
09 – 11 Apr 2016
13 – 15 Apr 2016
16 – 18 Apr 2016
20 – 22 Apr 2016
23 – 25 Apr 2016
26 – 28 Apr 2016
29 Apr – 01 May 2016
nd

(Ministry of Science & Technology, 2 December, 2015)
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Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
Clean India Mission, popularly known as the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is
a national campaign of the Government of India which was launched
on the 2nd October, 2014.
An initiative by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the campaign which
started as a tribute to Mahatma Gandhi on his birthday, aims to achieve a
"Clean India" by 2019 on his 150th birth anniversary.
With its motto " One step towards cleanliness" , the Mission has become
India's biggest ever cleanliness drive that continues to grow incessantly
and in this progression has guided the country to revive its spirit of unity
and patriotism.
Highlights of the NITI Ayog's report on Swachh Bharat
The NitiAayog Chief Minister's sub group on Swachh Bharat chaired by
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, Shri Chandra Babu Naidu submitted its
report to Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi today.
Following are the Highlighhts of te reports:
Toilet construction and Behaviour Change Communication (BCC) have
to be given an equal priority as the success of an ODF programme will
ideally be measured against the increase in toilet usage.
A professional agency needs to be involved both at the Central and State
level to design the strategy, mode of implementation and to monitor and
evaluate the progress of the campaign.
The proportion of funds for BCC may be increased uniformly to about
25% of total funds, both in urban and rural areas, entirely funded by the
Central Government.
Involve political and social/thought leaders and celebrities on pro bono
basis in conveying the message of sanitation.
A chapter on sanitation practices should be included in school curriculum
from the first standard itself. In each school and college, a team of
students called the 'SwachhtaSenani' may be formed to spread
awareness about sanitation and cleanliness.
Skill Development courses/ Diploma courses may be introduced in State
ITIs and polytechnics/ colleges. This may also be integrated with the ongoing programme for Skill Development.
Centres of Excellence may be set up in the Institutes of Higher learning to
promote research in the specialized fields of sanitation & waste
management for producing quality doctoral and post-doctoral level
researchers.
The sharing pattern of funds for this programme between Centre and
States may be in the ratio of 75:25, while for hilly States it may be kept at
90:10. A Swachh Bharat Cess may be levied by the Central Government
on petrol, diesel, telecom services and also on accumulated waste
produced by mineral waste generation plants like coal, aluminum, and
iron ore. A State Level Swachh Bharat Kosh may be set up on the lines of
the Swachh Bharat Kosh constituted at the Central level.
A certain part of the CSR contributions by PSUs/Companies may be
spent in the States where they are located.
The first charge on the expenditure on 14th Finance Commission grants
to Local Bodies may be given to the activities undertaken under Swachh
Bharat Mission. Further, Government of India may consider releasing
grants to States in rural areas in some of the North-Eastern States which
are not covered under the 14th Finance Commission recommendations.
The Centre and State Government may issue Swachh Bharat bonds.
A dedicated Mission for the Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan may be set up both
at National and State Level for coordination, guidance, support and
monitoring of the programme.
A National Technical Board may be set up to provide knowledge and
handholding to State Governments and local bodies in the entire process
from identification to final procurement of technology.
Reputed research institutions, both at Central and State level, may be
made technical partners for evolving cost effective waste management
technologies.

Tariff policy for power generated from waste to energy plants may be
formulated by Ministry of Power and tariff for power from these plants may
be fixed by the Electricity Regulatory Commission in a manner that such
projects are viable. Also, the State Electricity Boards or Distribution
companies may be mandated to compulsorily buy the power generated
from the waste to energy plants.
Output based subsidy may be provided to the private sector for sale of byproducts like compost. The subsidy on chemical fertilizers may be
reduced and correspondingly subsidy on compost may be increased to
promote the use of compost.
Provision of tax exemptions by the Centre and the State Governments to
the private sector for setting up waste processing facilities to make waste
processing a viable activity.
Ministry of Urban Development and Ministry of Drinking Water and
Sanitation may work out the indicative cost for procuring equipment for
Solid and Liquid Waste Management projects. A model procurement
policy may be devised.
Liquid Waste Management projects may be undertaken through PPP
mode. There is a need to locate bulk users of treated water like industries.
Waste to Energy plants may be set up on PPP mode and the PPP
framework may specify the responsibilities of the local body and PPP
partner.
Bio-Toilets may be provided where toilets constructed in slum areas
cannot be connected to sewer lines.
Operation & Maintenance of Community and Public Toilets in Rural and
Urban areas need different approach; in rural areas O&M of public toilets
may be done by Gram Panchayats while in urban areas pay and use
system would be more feasible.
Capacity building of local bodies and Government officials at all levels is
required by regular training and updation of skills.
Anybody contesting an election for local bodies must have an individual
household toilet.
Review all laws and rules on waste management for strict enforcement
and penal provisions like bio-medical waste and e-waste including
municipal laws etc.
Mainstreaming of rag pickers in waste management activities.
Eradication of manual scavenging activity through strict enforcement of
the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and Their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013.
Swachh Bharat Grading/Rating may be done for all Gram Panchayats,
Municipalities, Blocks, Districts and States every year to promote
competition among them.
Assign one day each month and one week each year (culminating with
2nd October) for the activities of the SBA and to reward best performing
Gram Panchayat, Block, ULB, District and State as per the ratings. This
programme may include Prime Minister and Chief Ministers to give the
awards.
Dysfunctional toilets constructed under Total Sanitation Campaign to be
treated as no toilets and therefore should be made eligible for fresh one
time financial assistance.
Incentive amount for construction of one unit of IHHL in urban and rural
areas should be equal and enhanced to Rs 15,000/- in both urban and
rural areas.
NITI Aayog may provide a common platform for resolution of inter-sectoral
and inter-departmental issues. NITI Aayog should develop, in consultation
with Ministries and State Governments, an objective assessment
framework for (i) assessing ODF and (ii) assessing ODF plus, that is,
cleanliness. Further, it shall evolve verification protocol and National level
guidelines to ensure that uniform procedure is followed in evaluating the
ODF status by States.
(Prime Minister's Office, 14th October 2015)
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Convention of Biological Diversity
th

The Convention of biological diversity came into force on 29 December 1993 and informally known as Biological diversity. It is a multilateral treaty that
develops the national strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. It has three main objectives:




The conservation of Biological diversity
The sustainable use of the components of biological diversity
The fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources.

The thirteenth ordinary meeting of the parties to the convention will take place in December 2016 in Cancun, Mexico.
Given below are the details of the meetings of conference of parties:

MEETING

DATE

PLACE

DOCUMENTS

DECISIONS

Cop 1

28th November
– 9th December 1994

Nassau, Bahamas

33 Documents

13 Decisions

Cop 2

6th - 17th November 1995

Jakarta, Indonesia

56 Documents

23 Decisions

Cop 3

4th - 15th November 1996

Buenos Aires, Argentina

112 Documents

27 Decisions

Cop 4

4th - 15th May 1998

Bratislava, Slovakia

71 Documents

19 Decisions

EXCop 1

22nd - 23rd February 1999
& 24th - 28th January 2000

Cartagena, Colombia &
Montreal, Canada

24 Documents

3 Decisions

Cop 5

15th - 26th May 2000

Nairobi, Kenya

81 Documents

29 Decisions

Cop 6

7th - 19th April 2002

The Hague, Netherlands,

114 Documents

32 Decisions

Cop 7

9th - 20th February 2004

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

94 Documents

36 Decisions

Cop 8

20th - 31st March 2006

Curitiba, Brazil

106 Documents

34 Decisions

Cop 9

19th - 30th May 2008

Bonn, Germany

110 Documents

36 Decisions

Cop 10

18th - 29th October 2010

Nagoya, Aichi Prefecture,
Japan

107 Documents

47 Decisions

Cop 11

8th – 19th October 2012

Hyderabad, India

125 Documents

33 Decisions

Cop 12

6th – 17th October 2014

Pyeongchang, Republic
of Korea

100 Documents

35 Decisions

Cop 13

4th - 17th December 2016

Cancun, Mexico

2 Documents
(Source: https://www.cbd.int/cop/)

MEETINGS ROOM


The Sixth Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty was held in Italy, from 5th to 9th October 2015 and will be
preceded by two days of regional consultations and other related events. The Session is convened under the provisions of Article 19 of
the Treaty and is open to all Contracting Parties to the International Treaty and observers. Also, it will be conducted in Arabic, Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish.
Source: http://www.planttreaty.org/content/gb6-meeting-room



The Capacity-building workshop for South, Central and West Asia on achieving Aichi Biodiversity Targets 11 and 12 was held from
7th - 10th December 2015 in New Delhi, India.
Source: https://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=PAWS-2015-03



CBD Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) in the Seas
of East Asia was held from 14th - 18th December 2015 in Xiamen, China.
Source: https://www.cbd.int/kb/record/notification/2356?RecordType=notification
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Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee Reports
Subject of the Report: Ninth Report on Action Taken by the Government
on the Observations/ Recommendations contained in the Fifth Report
(Sixteenth Lok Sabha) of the Standing Committee on Urban Development
on Demands for Grants (2015-2016) of the Ministry of Urban
Development.
Name of Ministry: Urban Development
Date of Presentation: 21st December, 2015
Brief: This Report of the Standing Committee on Urban Development
(2015-2016) deals with the action taken by the Government on the
Observations/Recommendations contained in their Fifth Report
(Sixteenth Lok Sabha) on Demands for Grants (2015-2016) of the
Ministry of Urban Development which was presented to the Parliament on
27.04.2015.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Urban%20Development/16_Urban
_Development_9.pdf

Subject of the Report: Environmental Issues of Kerala in General and
Kochi/Ernakulam in Particular
Name of the Committee: Science & Technology, Environment &
Forests
Date of Presentation: 23rd December, 2015
Brief: The Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Science & Technology, Environment & Forests has been undertaking
study visits in various States/cities across the country to assess their
environmental status. As part of this exercise, the Committee undertook a
study visit inter-alia to Kochi from 23rd to 26th November, 2015. During
the visit, the Committee held meetings at Kochi with NGOs/Civil Society
Organisations/Experts as well as officials of Government of Kerala and
Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change to apprise
itself of the environmental issues of Kochi/Kerala. The report presents
those observations with their analysis.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/Committ
ee%20on%20S%20and%20T,%20Env.%20and%20Forests/270.pdf

Subject of the Report: Environmental Issues of Himachal Pradesh in
general and Shimla in Particular
Name of the Committee: Science & Technology, Environment & Forests
Date of Presentation: 23rd December, 2015
Brief: The Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Science & Technology, Environment & Forests undertook a study visit to
Shimla from 14th to 16th October, 2015 inter alia to apprise itself of the
environmental issues of Himachal Pradesh in general and Shimla in
particular. During the visit, the Committee heard the views of NGOs/Civil
Society Organisations/Experts as well as the officials of Government of
Himachal Pradesh and Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change on the environmental issues, problems relating to
changing environmental conditions and its effects on the people living in
Shimla/Himachal Pradesh. The same are incorporated in the report with
their analysis.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/Committ
ee%20on%20S%20and%20T,%20Env.%20and%20Forests/269.pdf

Subject of the Report: Action Taken by the Government on the
Observations/Recommendations contained in the Tenth Report
(Sixteenth Lok Sabha) of the Standing Committee on Agriculture (20142015)
Name of the Ministry: Agriculture And Farmers Welfare
Date of Presentation: 16th December, 2015
Brief: This Report of the Committee on Agriculture deals with the action
taken by the Government on the Observations/Recommendations
contained in the Tenth Report (Sixteenth Lok Sabha) of the Committee on
Agriculture (2014-2015) on 'Demands for Grants' (2015-16) pertaining to
Ministry of Agriculture (Department of Agricultural Research and
Education) which were presented to Lok Sabha and laid on the Table of
Rajya Sabha on 27.04.2015.

Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Agriculture/16_Agriculture_20.pdf

Subject of the Report: Action Taken by the Government on the
Observations / Recommendations contained in the Third Report (16th
Lok Sabha) on Demands for Grants (2015-16) of Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development &amp; Ganga Rejuvenation.
Name of the Committee: Water Resources
Date of Presentation: 22nd December, 2015
Brief: This Report of the Standing Committee on Water Resources deals
with the action taken by the Government on the observations
/recommendations of the Committee contained in their Third Report
(Sixteenth Lok Sabha) on "Demands for Grants (2015-16) of the Ministry
of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation",
which were presented to Lok Sabha on 27 April, 2015.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Water%20Resources/16_Water_R
esources_7.pdf

Subject of the Report: Action Taken by the Government on the
Observations / Recommendations contained in the First Report (16th Lok
Sabha) on Demands for Grants (2014-15) of Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development &amp; Ganga Rejuvenation.
Name of the Committee: Water Resources
Date of Presentation: 22nd December, 2015
Brief: This Report of the Standing Committee on Water Resources deals
with the actions taken by the Government on the observations
/recommendations of the Committee contained in their Third Report
(Sixteenth Lok Sabha) on "Demands for Grants (2015-16) of the Ministry
of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation",
which were presented to Lok Sabha on 27 April, 2015.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Water%20Resources/16_Water_R
esources_7.pdf

Subject of the Report: Action Taken by the Government on the
Observations / Recommendations contained in the First Report (16th Lok
Sabha) on Demands for Grants (2014-15) of Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development &amp; Ganga Rejuvenation.
Name of the Committee: Water Resources
Date of Presentation: 22nd December, 2015
Brief: This Report of the Standing Committee on Water Resources deals
with the actions taken by the Government on the observations /
recommendations contained in their First Report (16th Lok Sabha) on
"Demands for Grants (2014-15)" of the Ministry of Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, which were presented to Lok
Sabha on 23 December, 2014.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Water%20Resources/16_Water_R
esources_6.pdf

Subject of the Report: Review of Ground Water Scenario, need for a
comprehensive policy and measures to address problems in the country
with particular reference to (i) Dark Blocks; and (ii) Contamination of
underground water by certain industries.
Name of the Committee: Water Resources
Date of Presentation: 22nd December, 2015
Brief: The Committee (2014-15) took up the subject “Review of Ground
Water Scenario, need for a comprehensive policy and measures to
address problems in the country with particular reference to (i) Dark
Blocks; and (ii) Contamination of underground water by certain
industries” for a detailed examination and Report. The Committee took
evidence of the representatives of the Ministry of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Environment, Forests
& Climate Change, Ministry of Rural Development, Ministry of Urban
Development, Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation, Ministry of
Commerce & Industry, and Ministry of Agriculture on 27 January 2015, 16
February 2015, and 26 May, 2015. The analysis on the same is presented
in the report.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Water%20Resources/16_Water_R
esources_5.pdf
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Reports & Studies

Title: Valuing Nature for the Sustainable and Equitable Growth of the Lower Mekong
Brief: This case study builds off the 2013 WWF report 'Economic Analysis of Ecosystem
Services in the Lower Mekong Region' which draws on the best available published data and
techniques to quantify the economic value of ecosystems in Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and
Vietnam and the costs and benefits of managing them sustainably. The modelling from this
study found that there is a potential to add almost US$10.5 billion to the region's economy by
pursing a Green Economy (GE) over a Business as Usual (BAU) growth model. This case
study provides a summary of the research produced by the WWF 2013 report and what it
means for policy-makers in the Lower Mekong region in terms of concrete actions and
recommendations.
Source:
http://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/ge_ecosystem_valuation.pdf

Title: Living Blue Planet Report 2015
Brief: WWF's Living Blue Planet Report takes a deep look at the health of our oceans and the
impact of human activity on marine life. Data on marine ecosystems and human impacts upon
them is limited, reflecting the lack of attention the ocean has received to date. Nevertheless,
the trends shown here present a compelling case for action to restore our ocean to health.
Source:
http://assets.worldwildlife.org/publications/817/files/original/Living_Blue_Planet_Report_20
15_Final_LR.pdf?1442242821&_ga=1.57406250.1279686121.1453550708

Title: Population Monitoring of the Critically Endangered Mekong Dolphin
Brief: The Irrawaddy dolphin symbolizes the magnificence of the Mekong River and its
continued high biodiversity. This study reports on the estimate of Mekong dolphins
abundance, survivorship, recruitment, population growth rate and population trend using
photo-identification of individual dolphins collected between 2007 and 2015. It provides
recommendations for future population monitoring and conservation strategies, and
highlights the critical conservation situation now facing the Mekong dolphin population.
Source:
http://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/final_dolphin_tech_report_latest_1.pdf

Title: Tiger Timeline
Brief: 6 tiger species out of 9 subspecies remaining. 97% decline since 1900 to as low as
3200. This is what we have lost being the only predator for this iconic animal who shape the
entire ecosystem.
The tiger timeline depicts the series of events that occurred in Nepal and around the world to
save tigers starting from the year 1950. As for Nepal, WWF started its journey towards
conservation of this majestic creature in 1973 with the establishment of the first National Park
of Nepal - Chitwan National Park.
In 2010, the Government of Nepal pledged to implement several conservation actions to help
increase the countrys tiger population. Till 2015, Nepal has celebrated three 365 days of Zero
Poaching years and has seen increase of 63% in its tiger population. It strives further to
achieve the pledge made in 2010 undeterred and driven to double the number of tigers in the
wild by 2022.
Source:
http://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/tiger_timeline_1950_2015.pdf
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Title: WWF briefing: EU and COP21: priorities & recommendations
Brief: Climate change is speeding up and getting worse – action is required. The European Union (EU)
has long been a leader on climate action within the United Nation Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC). The UN Climate Summit in Paris (COP 21) is an opportunity for the EU to pursue
its leadership role. It represents the most important global moment for progressive climate action since
COP15 in Copenhagen (2009). Citizens and communities around the world are already spearheading
the shift to clean energy solutions and support moving out of coal and other fossil fuels. The Paris
climate talks create the momentum for governments to agree on how to speed up the global zerocarbon transition, redirecting economic development towards decarbonisation and climate resilience
and ending the age of fossil fuels. WWF calls on the EU to seize this crucial time to reinvigorate its role
and use all its influence to increase climate ambition. The Paris Agreement must provide a clear,
unequivocal signal that world leaders are committed to a just transition to a zero carbon future, based
on renewable energy and energy savings. While Paris will not be the end of the climate struggle, it can
signal the turning of the tide with the right political will.
Source:
http://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/wwf_eu_cop21___october_2015.pdf

Title: Polar bears and climate change
Brief: This assessment of polar bears is one in a series resulting from a WWF study that assesses the
vulnerability of numerous species to the effects of climate change. These trait based assessments
assess climate vulnerability based on the sensitivity, adaptive capacity, and exposure of the species,
as well as other threats that the species faces. For each species, we also recommend climateadaptive management strategies.
Source:
http://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/polar-bears-and-climate-change

Title: EWS-WWF Annual Report 2014
Brief: We wrapped up our 3-year Marine Turtle Conservation Project, which gave us data from 75
satellite-tracked hawksbill turtles, allowing us to gain an important picture of turtle movements in the
Gulf. We celebrated the UAE Lighting Standard, which will bring great environmental and financial
savings to the country. We also set our eyes to the future, and carefully started restructuring and
revising our five-year strategy to ensure maximum conservation impact. We did more with less.
Although our income dropped in 2014, we still increased our conservation spend by 6% in order to
successfully meet all our conservation goals.
Source:
http://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/annual_report2014_1.pdf

Title: Final Report from the 3rd East Africa Stakeholders' Forum 2015
Brief: Over June 29th and 30th 2015, TRAFFIC, WWF and the Revolutionary Government of
Zanzibar (RGOZ), convened the 3rd East African Timber Trade Stakeholder's Forum at the Grand
Palace Hotel in Stone Town, Zanzibar. This year's Forum was aimed at examining the
interconnectedness of the illegal trade in timber in Eastern and Southern Africa, including the West
Indian Ocean. In addition, it reviewed the progress on the actions identified at the Forums in 2013 and
2014 as well as how national timber trade governance has changed over time.
The Forum brought together 51 participants representing regional agencies such as the South African
Development Community (SADC) and East African Community (EAC), government institutions
including Tanzania Forest Services and Kenya Forest Service, civil society organizations (CSOs)
such as the Tanzania Natural Resource Forum, the private sector (timber traders) and journalists from
several media platforms. The Forum for the first time had the participation of government
representatives from Uganda, Mozambique, and Madagascar.
Source:
http://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/final_report_3rd_ea_timber_trade_forum_2015.pdf
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Upcoming Environmental Events
Title: SUM 2016 - 3rd Symposium on Urban Mining
Date: 23rd- 25th May, 2016
Venue: Italy, Old Monastery of St Augustine
Brief: The Symposium is organized by IWWG - International Waste
Working Group. SUM 2016 will focus on the concept of Urban Mining and
the need to look beyond separate collection and the current logic of
consumers' responsibility, resulting in an increased recovery of
resources, better quality of the same, improved environmental protection,
involvement of producer responsibility and lower costs for society.
The Symposium will include the following topics: Sources and
characterization of materials and energy resources in urban spaces,
Municipal Solid Waste, commercial and industrial waste, WEEE,
depuration sludge, municipal and industrial sludge, demolition waste,
food waste, waste tyres, Automotive Shredded Residues, Techniques of
waste source separation, Criticality of the current system of separate
waste collection, Recovery centers, Technologies for the extraction of
material and resources, Valorization of materials and resources,
Recirculation pathways and markets, Landfill Mining, Economic and
financial aspects, Policy and legal aspects and Environmental balances.
Website: http://urbanmining.it/it/
Source: http://www.copybook.com/environmental/events/sum-20163rd-symposium-on-urban-mining

Title: 13th EverythingAboutWater Expo
Date: 22nd -24th August, 2016
Venue: Hall No. 18, Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, India
Brief: EverythingAboutWater Expo is one of the most distinctive and
comprehensive annual event of India in Water and Wastewater
Management sector, showcasing latest technologies of worldwide.
Set to be bigger and better than the preceding shows, the 13th
EverythingAboutWater Expo will offer unparalleled business
opportunities to both national as well as international players from the
water industry to learn and explore the future trend of the Indian water
market.
Source: http://www.eawater.com/expo/

Title: Remote Sensing of the Atmosphere, Clouds, and Precipitation VI
Date: 4th – 7th April 2016
Venue: Vivanta by Taj, Dwarka, New Delhi
Brief: Overview of the Conference:
Opening Ceremony and Plenary Session
1: Satellite Remote Sensing of Precipitation
Poster Session
2: Indian Monsoon Observations
3: Retrieval of Precipitation and Atmospheric Parameters
4: Ground-based Rainfall Measurements and Validation
5: Remote Sensing of Clouds
6: Measurements of Atmospheric Motions, Circulation, and Dynamics
7: Remote Sensing of Severe Storms and Weather Systems
8: Remote Sensing of Convections and Convective Systems
9: Remote Sensing of Aerosols
10: Radiation and Sounding Measurements
11: Remote Sensing of Atmospheric Chemistry and Water Vapor
12: Physical Interaction Processes of Aerosol, Clouds, and
Precipitation
Source: http://spie.org/AE/conferencedetails/remote-sensingatmosphere-clouds

Title: Sustaining the Living Landscape The 22nd Annual ELA
Conference & Eco-Marketplace
Date: 9th & 10th March 2016
Venue: UMass Campus Center, Amherst, MA
Brief: The 2016 Annual Conference brings together well-known experts
for a lively exchange of information and experiences. On Wednesday,
Focus Sessions: An in-depth look at protecting and building soils and how
to incorporate permaculture principles into the conventional landscape.
Thursday's topics include restoring the urban forest, the best use of native
cultivars, designing with plant communities, and the latest in energy
efficient technology to light up your landscape.
Website: http://www.ecolandscaping.org/conference/
Source: http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/conferences-and-events

Title: Greenhouse gas (GHG) Inventory for Industries and Air Quality
Prediction
Date: 4th-6th March, 2016

Venue: ISM Industry Institute Interaction Facility, New Town, Kolkata
Brief: About 31% of the global carbon emission occurs due to transmission,
and distribution of electricity and about 21% comes from other industries.
Many actions to mitigate the present GHG scenario are being taken on global
platforms. As first round commitments of Kyoto protocol, initiative was taken
within the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). It
strongly suggested anthropogenic sources to bring down the GHG emission
5.2% below their corresponding levels of emissions as it was in 1990
plus/minus the reduction commitment of the country. In order to comply with
the global as well as national standards of GHG emission, development of
emission inventory for the anthropogenic sources like energy sectors, mining
industries, construction industries etc. are of utmost importance.
The aim of this training program is to provide a comprehensive knowledge
towards the detailed understanding of the present scenario of GHG emission
and air quality from perspective of environmental welfare and industrial
development. The widely used procedures for developing GHG inventory and
prediction of air quality will be discussed in depth which will be beneficial to the
planners, decision makers and management personnel of different industries.
Website: http://manishjkm.tripod.com

Title: Water Today - Water Expo 2016
Date: 3rd -5th March, 2016
Venue: Chennai, India
Brief: Water Today aims to create awareness by disseminating knowledge in
the Water and Wastewater Industry, presenting opportunities for investments,
joint ventures and technology transfers on this international exhibitions
conferences - WATER EXPO. The event is an interface between the
Government, industrialist, academia, society, media, project companies,
consultants and water component manufacturers from across India and the
world.
Website: http://www.watertoday.org/
Source: http://www.environmental-expert.com/events/water-today-waterexpo-2016-18083

Title: Sustainable waste management practices
Date: 17th -19th February, 2016
Venue: ISM Industry Institute Interaction Facility, New Town, Kolkata
Brief: The aim of this training program is to provide a comprehensive
knowledge towards ways for safe and efficient utilization and scientific
management of wastes so as to recognize it as an asset or resource. This will
also greatly help in employment generation for local youth and women.
Website: http://manishjkm.tripod.com
Source: http://www.ismdhanbad.ac.in/depart/cme/courses/brochure-mkj17-19-feb-2016.pdf

Title: Prairie Conservation and Endangered Species Conference
Date:16th - 18th February, 2016
Venue: Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Brief: The program will explore the themes including: status, trends,
threats, and issues; protection and conservation; restoration and recovery;
and connecting and motivating people to wonder, care, and act.
Website: http://pcesc.ca/
Source: http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/conferences-and-events

Title: 6th International Conference on “Technology, Innovation and
Management for Sustainable Development
Date:11th - 13th February 2016
Venue: ITM University campus, N.H. – 75, Jhansi Road, Gwalior, (M.P.) –
474001 INDIA
Brief: Sustainable development contemplates that growth must be
environmentally sound, socially inclusive, technologically smart to build
shared prosperity for all sections of to-day's population and also to meet the
needs of future generations. Sustainable development has five main domains:
Economics, Ecology, Society, Culture and Technology.
Due to the increasing man made emissions resulting in carbon dioxide and the
effect of rising level of green house gases (GHGs) in atmosphere, presently
degradation of environment and natural resources is posing the greatest
threat to the globe due to which Earth is warming at an unusual rate and
evidence of warming is present in different forms that is reflected by the
temperature records.
There is a need to develop a strategy based on long-term vision on the
development of an appropriate technology. Technologies to be adopted
should be cost-effective, affordable and also, socially & culturally acceptable
to reduce the carbon footprints all over the world.
The conference aims to discuss the current perspectives of sustainable
development in developed and developing economies while generating
research and disseminating knowledge about sustainable development.
Website: www.itmuniversity.ac.in
Source: Conference Alerts
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