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From the Co-ordinator's desk
Dear All,
It gives me immense pleasure to launch the “First Issue” of ENVIS
Centre, WWF India Quarterly Newsletter.
The current issue presents pertinent and vital information that has
been collected, compiled and analyzed during the past three months
in the field of environment.
The newsletter is divided into Six sections. The first section
highlights the Coverage highlighted in the Indian Parliament during
the Budget Session, 2015. The second section represents NGOs
and Environment. The Third section represents Twelfth Meeting of
the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD COP 12) and First Meeting of the Conference of the
Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol
on Access and Benefit-sharing (NP COP/MOP 1). The Fourth
section represents A Report on Evaluation cum Training Workshop
of ENVIS Centres of Northern Region at Dehradun dated 12th - 13th
January, 2015 at Forest Research Institute (FRI), Dehradun,
Uttarakhand . The Fifth section highlights Month Wise Upcoming
Environmental Events. The Sixth section represents Reports and
Studies published by WWF, India.
Readers can make arrangements to access full copies of the
material listed in the newsletter at www.wwfenvis.nic.in.
Our newsletter fulfils a long standing need for disseminating
Environmental information to our clients, members, volunteers,
staff, donors, well wishers and the Community at-large.
The newsletter will spotlight our multifaceted activities and events,
highlight the talents of our clients and feature personalities and
topics of general interests.
The “ENVIS Newsletter” will enable the public to be more aware and
to have a better understanding of our comprehensive programmes
and services.
Dr. G. Areendran
Coordinator-ENVIS Programme
WWF-India
For Further details, visit our website
www.wwfenvis.nic.in
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PARLIAMENT AND ENVIRONMENT
This section highlights the Coverage highlighted in the Indian Parliament during the Budget Session, 2015

4th Meeting of BRICS
Union Agriculture Minister underlines the importance of water security and organic farming at 4th Meeting of BRICS Participating in
4th Meeting of BRICS Ministers of Agriculture and Agrarian Development in Brasilia, Brazil, Union Agriculture Minister, Shri Radha
Mohan Singh, said that the Government is committed to promote Organic Farming that improves soil health and leads to better
quality crops. From the current financial year, 'Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana', a new scheme to develop organic clusters and
make available chemical free inputs to farmers will be implemented. He also referred about the Gokul Mission, a dedicated
intervention to improve cattle progeny so as to improve milk yields and farmers income.
Shri Singh said that a significant part of India is still under rainfed agriculture which is characterized by low levels of productivity and
low input usage. Vagaries of the monsoon result in wide variation and instability in yields. However, if managed properly, rainfed
areas have the potential to contribute a lot in foodgrain production, he said.
On this occasion, Shri Singh said that In order to counter the adverse effects of climate change and the vagaries of nature, India has
undertaken a National Action Plan on Climate Change. Another initiative in the direction is National Mission for Sustainable
Agriculture which seeks to transform Indian Agriculture into a climate resilient production system through suitable adaptation and
mitigation measures such as promoting location specific integrated/ composite farming systems, soil and moisture conservation
measures, comprehensive soil health management, efficient water management practices and mainstreaming of rainfed
technologies, he said.
Shri Singh said that the Government of India is committed to giving top priority to water security. In this context, he referred to the
'Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana' with the motto of water to every farm 'Har Khet Ko Paani'. He mentioned that the 'Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana' aims at providing end-to-end solutions in irrigation supply chain, viz. water sources, distribution
network and farm level applications. He said that 'Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana' will not only focus on creating sources for
assured irrigation, but also creating protective irrigation by harnessing rain water at micro level. Micro irrigation will be popularized to
ensure 'Per drop- More crop', he said.
Shri Singh said that ample scope exists for cooperation among BRICS countries in the areas of productivity enhancement in
horticulture crops, exchange of processable varieties and development of cold chain facilities.
GG:SB Union Agriculture Minister in Brazil
Source: Ministry of Agriculture

Remote-Controlled Polar Vehicle
Union Minister for Earth Sciences and Science & Technology Dr Harsh Vardhan Dedicates a
Remote-Controlled Polar Vehicle to the Nation
“India's Capabilities on Monsoon Prediction Substantially Enhanced” - Dr Harsh Vardhan
Union Minister for Earth Sciences and Science & Technology Dr Harsh Vardhan dedicated to the nation an indigenously developed
remote-controlled Polar vehicle which would reach where no human can dare to go. It will be deployed in the extremely harsh Polar
Regions and will be remotely operated by our scientists at our base in Antarctica. The Minister said that the results of its findings will
contribute vastly to mankind's understanding of climate besides enhancing our capability to predict the Monsoon”. He was speaking
after a visit to the National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT), a part of the Earth System Sciences Organization (ESSO) in Chennai
this evening.
Its successful development by ESSO-NIOT signals the beginning of a process of both self-sufficiency and entry into the highly
sophisticated field of Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) engineering which has hitherto been dominated by the western powers. Dr
Harsh Vardhan said. “We have taken the polar plunge. PROVe and its subsequent versions will enable us to understand the Polar
influence on ocean currents affecting the movement of Monsoon winds on which much of our economy depends”, he added.
After years of work based in Dakshin Gangotri (Antarctica), Indian scientists have discerned a clear connection between the
thermohaline circulation that originates in the North Atlantic and southern Arctic and the Monsoon. It is a major force that drives not only
the oceanic circulation but also regulates the global climate.
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Dr Harsh Vardhan said, “Monsoon prediction and reading of pattern will become easier in the future. It will measure parameters like
ocean currents, temperature and salinity in the Arctic. A moored ocean observatory has been set up in the Arctic in collaboration with
the National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research (NCAOR) in 2014.”
The Minister said, “The ESSO-NIOT team that participated in the 34th Indian Scientific Expedition to Antarctica (ISEA) successfully
deployed PROVe in the Priadarshini Lake located on the Schirmacher Oasis in Antarctica which is the source of water for Maitri, India's
second base in the icy continent.”
He added that PROVe's systems have been integrated with Conductivity, Temperature, Dissolved Oxygen sensors and Irradiance
meter. PROVe was later deployed near ice shelf from the ship at the India Bay in Antarctica at a depth of 62 metres. Further
explorations and data analysis are in progress.
The country, he said, is on track with the objective of developing reliable technology to solve the varied technology problems
associated with harvesting living and non-living resources in the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone which makes up about two-thirds of
the land area of India.
ESSO-NIOT has forged collaborative agreements with leading world institutions like JAMSTEC, Japan, and Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institute (WHOI), USA.
Under the Ministry's Monsoon Mission program, ESSO-NIOT is part of an Indo-US initiative involving the participation of several
institutions. This group is studying the science behind the monsoonal events of Bay of Bengal using both Indian and US research ships
using special equipment. The results are very promising from the point of view of enhancing insights into air-sea interactions.
Dr Harsh Vardhan interacted with scientists and technicians of ESSO-NIOT and was briefed on the progress of research on coastal
zone management. He urged them to keep in mind environmental concerns.
Source: Ministry of Earth Sciences

Two-Day Conference
Prime Minister to Inaugurate Two-Day Conference of Environment and Forest Ministers
PM to Launch Air Quality Index: Shri Prakash Javadekar
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, will inaugurate a two-day Conference of Environment and Forest
Ministers of States and Union Territories on April 6 at Vigyan Bhawan. Interacting with mediapersons at
Paryavaran Bhavan here today, the Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Independent Charge), Shri Prakash Javadekar said that the Prime Minister will launch the National Air Quality
Index (AQI) i.e. one number, one colour and one description to inform the public about air quality in a simple and
an easily understandable form. The AQI would be available for 10 cities, on a real-time basis from that day. 46
cities, with a population of more than one million and 20 state capitals will be covered in the next couple of years.
This will enhance public awareness and involvement in air quality improvement.
The programme of the Conference reflects the growing awareness of various issues concerning environment,
forest and climate change. A combined session on “Waste to Wealth” on the first day will discuss rules regarding
solid waste, e-waste, hazardous waste, plastic waste and bio-medical waste. A copy of the latest report on Tiger
Census will be presented to the Prime Minister during the inaugural session of the Conference.
Another combined session on April 6 will focus on “Ease of doing Business and TSR report” covering forest and
wildlife issues. At present, there are six laws under Environment and Forest, viz Environment (Protection) Act,
1986 (EP Act); Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (FC Act); Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (WLP Act); The Water
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 (Water Act); The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1981 (Air Act); and The Indian Forests Act, 1927 (IF Act). All these Acts are being reviewed. The second
combined session will have a detailed discussion on strengthening of environment and forest laws, rules &
processes.
On April 7, there will be three break-out sessions on issues related to forest wildlife and GIM issues, pollutionrelated issues and issues related to bio-diversity and climate change, including eco-sensitive zones and
Western Ghats. As air and water pollution directly impact the health of the people and need stringent action,
there will be a separate four-hour deliberation on the issue during the Conference.
The two-day Conference will also provide the States an opportunity to share the best practices on various laws,
rules and procedures related to environment. The Conference is important, as it is the first such conference
being organized after the new Government assumed office under the leadership of the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi.
Source: Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change
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Initiatives On Tiger Conservation & Forest Management
Government initiatives on Tiger Conservation & Forest Management yield impressive results Shri Prakash
Javadekar
Tiger Population in India increases to 2226; increase by 30.5% since the last estimate
Minister releases Status of Tigers in India Report 2014
Shri Prakash Javadekar, Minister of Environment, Forests& Climate Change has said that Government initiatives to
streamline Tiger Conservation along with effective Forest Management and Community Participation had led to increase
in the number of tigers.All around involvement of all stakeholders had helped enhance the number of tigers from 1706 in
2010 to 2226 in the latest estimates. This increase in Tiger Population was a testimony of the success of various measures
adopted by the Government. These measures related to Special Tiger Protection Force, Special Programme for Orphan
Tiger cubs, efforts to control poaching and initiatives to minimize Human-Animal conflict and encroachment. India was
willing to donate Tiger cubs to international community and play a key role in the global Tiger Conservation efforts.The
Minister stated this while inaugurating the two day meeting of the Chief Wildlife Wardens of Tiger States and Field Directors
of Tiger Reserves, here today.
Shri Javadekar further stated that the successful Tiger Conservation practices in the country could be adopted and
practiced by the international community as a step towards sustainable forest management.Shri Javadekar lauded the
efforts of the Tiger ReservesManagement and Project Tiger Team for the achievement.
The Third Round of country-level Tiger Assessment employing refined technology of double sampling using camera traps
hadrecorded an increase in tiger population. The midvalue of the snapshot assessment using the same methodologyin
2006 was 1411. In 2010 the Tiger population was 1706 and in 2014 it stood at 2226 with an increase 30.5 % since the last
estimate. A total of 3,78,118 sq.kms of Forest Area in 18 Tiger States was surveyed, with total of 1540 unique Tiger Photo
captures. As per the survey, Tiger population has increased in Karnataka, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and
Kerala. The third round of independent Management Effectiveness Evaluation of Tiger Reserves has shown an overall
improvement in the score of 43 Tiger Reserves from 65% in 2010-11 to 69 in 2014.
The Economic Valuation of 6 Tiger Reserves carried out for the first time provided qualitative and quantitative estimates of
benefits accruing from tiger reserves. These included ecological, economic, social and cultural services. The assessment
of Forest Cover Change in Tiger Landscape of Shivalik-Gangetic Plain has indicated an improvement of forest cover in
core areas of Tiger Reserves.
The Minister released various Reports on the status of Tiger population in India namely Report on All India Tiger Estimation
2014, Report on Management Effectiveness Evaluation of Tiger Reserves -2014, Compendium on Status of Tiger
Reserves, Report on Economic Valuation of Tiger Reserves, Report on Assessment of Changes Forest Cover in Tiger
Reserves (Shivalik- Gangetic Plain Landscape), and Report on Corridors: Connecting Tiger Population for Long term
Conservation. Shri Javadekar also distributed NTCA awards for Excellence in various categories.
Source: Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change

“Water Literacy Mission”
Prakash Javdekar Announces “Water Literacy Mission” for Water Conservation”
Union Minister of Environment Mr. Prakash Javdekar today announced that Government is going to launch “Water
Literacy Mission” to ensure Water Conservation. Speaking on “Water Security, Climate Change and Sustainable
Development” in a seminar at Vibrant Gujarat Global Investor's Summit at Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar today, he
said that public awareness is most needed for water conservation and for protection of natural resources. He added
that no act or law could ensure this target if not taken up by people as a mass movement.
He said that rejuvenation of Ganga is a step ahead towards cleanliness and added that we should emphasize on
pollution free rivers in addition to expand concept of linking of rivers. He advocated linking of paralleled rivers Godavari
and Krishna of South India too.
Mr. Javdekar assured to take decision on schemes regarding providing water to areas in draught prone areas in which
farmers are inspired for suicide. These schemes will be low-cost, eco friendly and long-termed, he added. Minister of
Denmark, Mr. Morgen Jension and Minister of Gujarat Shri Vijay Rupani also spoke on the occasion. Experts like Prof.
Asit Kumar Biswas and Mr. Bundi Lohani participated in the penal discussion.
Source: Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation
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Eco Friendly Methods of Cremation
Model cremation ghats on the banks of river Ganga and promoting eco friendly methods of cremation for safe disposal
of dead bodies have been given priority in the action plan drawn under “Namami Gange” programme. Norms for such
model crematoria are laid down in Chapter 8 of the “Guidelines for preparation of project reports under National River
Conservation Plan and National Ganga River Basin Authority” issued by the National River Conservation Directorate
of Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change. An expert committee has also been formed for evaluation of
new technologies including technology options for innovative / improvised wood based crematorium.
Source: Ministry of Science and Technology

FACTS & FIGURE
Region

Northern Region

State-wise Renewable Energy Generation (In Million Units)
Name of State/UT
Chandigarh
Delhi
Haryana
HP
J&K
Punjab
Rajasthan
Uttar Pradesh
Uttarakhand
NTPC-dadri,Fbd&Unchahar

Northern Region Total

Western Region

Chhattisgarh
Daman & Diu
Gujarat
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
NTPC-Rajgarh& Goa

Western Region Total

Southern Region

Andhra Pradesh
Karnataka
Kerala
Tamil Nadu
Telangana
NTPCRamagundam&Puduchery

Southern Region Total

Eastern Region

Andaman Nicobar
Bihar
Jharkhand
Orissa
Sikkim
West Bengal
DVC
NTPC-Talchar& Andaman

Eastern Region Total

North Eastern Region

Arunachal Pradesh
Assam
Manipur
Meghalaya
Mizoram
Nagaland
Tripura

Cumulative Achievement
( April-December 2014)
0.000
90.915
305.723
1276.471
33.774
808.849
4423.135
1407.343
1016.170
16.403
9378.782
467.393
0.042
5637.976
1037.690
7012.460
42.723
14198.284
2082.462
7512.136
524.200
10661.250
529.208
11.385
21320.641
0.000
119.477
3.144
286.700
16.133
1085.749
130.087
13.290
1654.581
0.000
57.285
0.000
52.430
30.720
76.737
26.573
243.745
46796.034

North Eastern Region Total
Grand Total
Source: Unstarred Question No. 631, dated 26th February, 2015 informed by Shri Piyush Goyal, Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Ministry of Power, Coal & New and Renewable Energy. The question was raised by Shri Rabindra
Kumar Jena
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Details of tiger estimation pertaining to tiger landscapes in the country, for the years 2010 and 2014

The third countrywide assessment of the status of tigers, co-predators and their prey has been released in January, 2015. This
assessment of 2014 is the third such countrywide assessment using the refined methodology as recommended by the Tiger Task
Force. The findings indicate a countrywide 30% increase in tiger numbers in 2014 with an estimated number of 2226 (range 19452491) as compared to 2010 estimation [1706 (1520-1909 tigers)]. The details of tiger estimation pertaining to tiger landscapes in the
country, for the years 2010 and 2014 are:

State

Tiger Population
2010

2014

Shivalik-Gangetic Plain Landscape Complex
Uttarakhand
Uttar Pradesh
Bihar
Shivalik Gangetic
Central Indian Landscape Complex and Eastern
Ghats Landscape Complex

227 (199-256)
118 (113 -124)
8 (-)
353 (320-388)

340
117
28
485 (427-543)

72 (65-79)

68

Chhattisgarh
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
Odisha
Rajasthan
Jharkhand
Central India
Western Ghats Landscape Complex

26 (24-27)
257 (213-301)
169 (155-183)
32 (20-44)
36 (35-37)
10 (6-14)
601 (518-685)

46
308
190
28
45
3+
688 (596-780)

Karnataka
Kerala
Tamil Nadu
Goa
Western Ghats
North Eastern Hills and Brahmaputra Flood
Plains

300 (280-320)
71 (67-75)
163 (153-173)
534 (500-568)

406
136
229
5
776 (685-861)

Assam
Arunachal Pradesh
Mizoram
North West Bengal
North East Hills, and Brahmaputra

143 (113-173)
5
148 (118-178)

167
♣
28
3+
3
201 (174-212)

70 (64-90)
1706 (1520-1909)

76 (92-96)
2226 (1945-2491)

Andhra Pradesh (including Telangana)

Sunderbans

Increase / Decrease /
Stable
Shivalik-Gangetic Plain
Landscape Complex
Uttarakhand
Uttar Pradesh
Bihar
Shivalik Gangetic
Central Indian
Landscape Complex and
Eastern Ghats
Landscape Complex
Andhra Pradesh
(including Telangana)
Chhattisgarh
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
Odisha
Rajasthan
Jharkhand
Central India
Western Ghats
Landscape Complex
Karnataka
Kerala
Tamil Nadu
Goa
Western Ghats
North Eastern Hills and
Brahmaputra Flood
Plains
Assam
Arunachal Pradesh
Mizoram
North West Bengal
North East Hills, and
Brahmaputra
Sunderbans
TOTAL

TOTAL
+ From scat DNA
♣
From camera trap data and scat DNA
# Much of the tiger occupied areas could not be surveyed owing to naxal problem
## Tiger estimation was not done in the year 2010
source: starred question no. *8, dated 24th february, 2015, informed by shri prakash javadekar, m inister of state
(independent charge) for ministry of environment, forest and climate change. the question was raised by shri dalpat singh
paraste
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Issues Highlighted in the Indian Parliament - Budget Session (January - March, 2015)
Energy Efficient Norms For Power Plants
The Government has identified 144 thermal power plants/stations for improving energy efficiency and thereby reducing fuel
consumption under Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT) Scheme of the Ministry of Power (MoP) being implemented by Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE). . This was stated by Sh. Piyush Goyal, Minister of state for Power, Coal & New and Renewable Energy
(Independent Charge) in a written reply to a question in the Lok Sabha today. The energy savings of 3.211 million ton of oil
equivalent/year is targeted to be achieved by these thermal power plants by the end of first PAT cycle which is from 1.4.2012 to
31.3.2015.
The Minister further stated that the steps taken/being taken by the Union Government to improve Demand Supply Management are as
follows:1.

Advanced planning of generation projects for 12th Five Year Plan in detail and perspective planning for 13th Plan.

2.

Rigorous monitoring of under execution projects All the under execution projects are monitored at the highest level to resolve the
bottlenecks and to ensure that the projects are commissioned on time.

The following steps are being taken to design and operate the power plants as per energy efficiency norms across the country:1.

Renovation & Modernisation (R&M) and Life Extension (LE) of existing old thermal power stations are taken up for improving plant
performance. R&M and LE works of total capacity of 18776 MW have been completed.

2.

Mapping studies of 85 thermal power generating units were carried out during 2007-09 in the country under Indo-German Energy
Programme (IGEN). The mapping studies were carried out by using Ebsilon Professional Software to identify gaps in operating
parameters vis-à-vis design parameters pertaining to overall energy efficiency of the plant. This has enabled power utilities to take
remedial measures to enhance operational efficiency of their plants. The 15 different thermal power generating utilities have been
supplied 55 Ebsilon Professional Software and around 100 engineers from 15 different utilities have been trained to use Ebsilon
Professional Software.

3.

Central Electricity Authority (CEA) has notified Technical Standards for Construction of Electric Plants and Electric Lines
Regulations 2010 which lay down the requisite efficiency criteria to be complied by the stations coming up in the country.

4.

Old & in-efficient thermal units are being retired in a phased manner. A total capacity of about 3000 MW has already been retired till
date.

5.

Supercritical technology is being adopted to enhance the efficiency of coal fired power generation and reduce the specific coal
consumption in production of power. A capacity addition of 24750 MW based on supercritical technology has already been
achieved till date.
Source: Ministry of Power, dated 19th March, 2015, RM/RS- USQ3717 - LS

Availability of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants/Herbs
As per information available with the Ministry of AYUSH, there are 7835 licensed manufacturers of Ayurvedic medicines and 1209
manufacturers of Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathic medicines in the country as on 1st April, 2014.
Certain medicinal plants are threatened and endangered causing their short supply, due to which the industry perceives difficulties in
the procurement of medicinal plant materials like Guggul (Commiphora wightii), Katuki (Picrorrhiza Kurroa) , Kuth (Saussurea lappa),
Jatamansi (Nardostachys Jatamansi) etc.
Government of India has set up National Medicinal Plants Board under the Ministry of AYUSH for overall development of the medicinal
plants sector including conservation, cultivation, processing and storage of medicinal and aromatic plants for promoting the availability
of herbal raw materials. The National Medicinal Plants Board has implemented a Central Sector Scheme for supporting conservation,
development and sustainable management of medicinal plants and a Centrally Sponsored Scheme of National Mission on Medicinal
Plants, which is now merged in the National AYUSH Mission notified on 29th September 2014. Through such schemes, grant-in-aid is
provided to support for survey, inventorization, in-situ conservation and ex-situ conservation of medicinal plants, development of
herbal gardens, linkage with Joint Forest Management Committees, research and development etc. Through National Mission on
Medicinal Plants, Government has supported cultivation of medicinal plants with backward linkages for establishment of nurseries for
supply of planting material etc. There is also provision for forward linkages for post-harvest management, marketing infrastructure,
certification etc.
Government of India has set up Research Councils of Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and Homoeopathy having 80 research centres spread
across the country and an extramural research scheme has been implemented to support project-based research activities. A public
sector undertaking called Indian Medicines Pharmaceutical Corporation Limited has been set up to manufacture Ayurvedic and Unani
medicines. 46 state pharmacies have been supported through the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Drugs Quality Control.
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Major initiatives taken by the Government for improving the manufacturing of quality medicines and their trade and export include the
followingi.

Publication of Ayurvedic, Siddha, Unani and Homoeopathic (ASU&H) Pharmacopeias containing quality standards of 600
single drugs & 152 compound formulations of Ayurveda, 139 single drugs of Siddha, 298 single drugs and 100 compound
formulations of Unani and 1016 Homoeopathic drugs respectively.

ii.

Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) have been notified, which are legally mandatory for licensing of Ayurveda, Siddha,
Unani and Homeopathic drugs.

iii.

Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian Medicine & Homoeopathy has been established to address quality concerns and
accelerate the work of development of quality standards of Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and Homoeopathic medicines.

iv.

WHO Certification System and voluntary certification of quality of Ayurvedic, Siddha and Unani medicines have been
implemented by the Central Drug Standards Control Organization and Quality Council of India respectively.

v.

Shelf life or date of expiry of Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani AND Homoeopathic medicines has been notified under Drugs and
Cosmetics Rules.

vi.

27 State Drug Testing Laboratories and 46 State Pharmacies have been provided financial assistance for strengthening of
infrastructure and functional capacity and a component of Drugs Quality Control is provided in the National AYUSH Mission
to support the state initiatives.

vii.

39 Drug Testing Laboratories are approved for testing of Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and Homoeopathic drugs under the
provisions of Drugs & Cosmetics Rules 1945.

viii.

Provisions have been made in the International Cooperation scheme to support the manufacturers for promoting export by
registration of AYUSH products in the foreign markets, development of drug dossiers and participation in international fairs &
exhibitions.

This information was given by the Minister of State, AYUSH(IC), Shri Shripad Yesso Naik in a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha
today.
Source: Ministry of AYUSH, 20th March, 2015

Upper Yamuna River Board to Meet on 20th of this month to Discuss Yamuna Water Issue
Union Minister for water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Sushri Uma Bharti has said that a meeting of Upper
Yamuna River Board has been called on 20th of this month to amicably sort out various issue related to Yamuna water amongst the
States of UP, Haryana, Rajasthan and Delhi. Addressing a group of Yamuna Muktikaran Padyatrees near Palwal in Haryana today the
Minister said her Ministry is committed to the clean and continuous flow of Yamuna river as in the case of river Ganga. She said the
report of the IIT consortium is also expected very soon which is likely to discuss the issue of Yamuna pollution also in detail.
The Minister said that Ganga Rejuvenation programmer could not be successful without cleaning of river Yamuna. She said Yamuna
need to be freed of pollution including industrial waste and urban sewage. Sushri Bharti also urged the Padyatrees to make a
significant contribution towards the task of cleaning river Yamuna. She said the Government has plans to rejuvenate Yamuna along
with Ganga as the country will prosper only when the two are made pollution free. She said it is the duty of every citizen to ensure that
rivers are kept clean and pollution free.
It may be recalled that Government of India has sanctioned Yamuna Action Plant (YAP)-I and YAP-II schemes for river Yamuna in
Delhi, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh and YAP-III in Delhi under financial assistance from Japan International Coorperation Agency
(JICA) for taking up works for sewerage/interception and diversion of drains, Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs), low cost
sanitation/community toilet complexes, electric/ improved wood crematoria, etc. An expenditure of Rs. 1514.42 crore (including state
share) has been incurred on YAP-I and YAP-II while YAP-III has been sanctioned at an estimated cost of Rs. 1656.00 crore.
Government of India has also sanctioned two projects for Rs. 217.87 crore for pollution abatement of river Yamuna in towns of Sonepat
and Panipat in Haryana. In addition, under Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) project of Ministry of Urban
Development (MoUD), DJB is implementing an interceptor sewer project costing Rs. 1357.71 crore to intercept sewage flowing into
river Yamuna from three major drains, namely Najafgarh, Supplementary and Shahdara in Delhi. The timeframe for completion of
YAP-III scheme, being funded by JICA for Delhi, is December, 2018 and for interceptor sewer project is June, 2015.
Source: Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, 16th March, 2015

India stands seventh in number of reactors in operation and fourteenth in terms of net installed
capacity among countries with nuclear power
At present India stands seventh in number of reactors in operation and fourteenth in terms of net installed capacity among countries
with nuclear power. It is third in number of reactors under construction and sixth in terms of net capacity under construction.
India has developed comprehensive capabilities in all aspects of nuclear power including siting, design, construction, commissioning,
operation & maintenance, renovation &modernisation and life extension of nuclear power plants.
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Its safety record over 45 years of operation has been impeccable with no accident or instance of release of radioactivity in the public
domain beyond stipulated limits. Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL)'s reactors have been operated consistently at
high Availability Factors and demonstrated operation at high Plant Load Factors. In terms of continuous operation, NPCIL reactors
have operated for more than a year seventeen times with one reactor, Rajasthan Atomic Power Station Unit 5 (RAPS-5) setting a
record of 765 days of continuous operation, second largest in the world. The nuclear power programme will continue to be pursued to
add more capacity in future.
This information was provided by MoS in the Prime Minister's Office and Minister of State in the Ministry of Personnel, PG & Pensions,
DrJitendra Singh in a reply to an unstarred question in Lok Sabha today.
Source: Department of Atomic Energy, 11th March, 2015

Use of Banned Pesticides
Ministry of Agriculture is implementing a program for “Monitoring of Pesticide Residues at National Level” under which samples of
vegetable and fruits are collected and analysed for the presence of pesticide residues. No residues of banned pesticides have been
detected in any of the samples collected under this program.
However, there have been reports in media about use of toxic substances like calcium carbide and oxytocin for early ripening of fruits
and vegetables. Clause 2.3.5 of Chapter 2 of Food Safety and Standards (Prohibition and Restrictions on sale) Regulations prohibits
sale of fruits which have been artificially ripened by use of acetylene gas commonly known as carbide gas produced from calcium
carbide.
However, use of ethylene gas in low concentration exogenously to trigger ripening of fruits is considered safe. The Commissioners of
Food Safety/Food (Health) Authority of States/UTs who are responsible for implementation of the Food Safety and Standard Act, 2006
and its Rules/Regulations in their States/UTs have been requested to keep a strict vigil on and take legal action against use of carbide
gas and other hazardous chemicals for ripening of fruits. The State Governments have also been advised to educate the public
through mass electronic media against consumption of such artificially ripened fruits.
During 2011-2014, out of 25,664 vegetable samples, 764 (2.9%) samples were found to contain pesticide residues above the
maximum permissible residues level (MRL). Out of 7,501 fruits samples, the residues above MRL were detected in 88 (1.1%) samples.
However, none of the banned pesticides were detected.
The Registration Committee constituted under the provisions of the Insecticides Act, 1968 registers pesticides only after establishing
their safety to human, animal and environmental health. Technical reviews are carried out from time to time and continued use of
pesticides is permitted only if found safe.
The Central Govt. through Central Integrated Pest Management Centres of Directorate of Plant Protection Quarantine and Storage as
well as State Department of Agriculture conduct Farmers Field Schools and awareness campaign through print media, electronic
media and hoardings, sensitizing farmers regarding safe and judicious use of pesticides, use of bio-pesticides/ bio-fertilizers etc.
A 'Grow Safe Food' campaign has been initiated to carry the message of safe and judicious use of pesticides to farmers and other
stakeholders. A simple message on the five essential principles of judicious pesticide use - application of pesticides on the right crop,
against pests for which the pesticide has been approved, at the right time, in approved doses, and as per approved method of
application - is sought to be conveyed through hoardings, banners etc. in regional languages in Gram Panchayats and rural areas.
This information was given by the Minister of State for Agriculture Dr.Sanjeev Kumar Balyan in Lok Sabha today.
Source: Ministry of Agriculture, 24th February, 2015, GG:SB:CP/ USE OF BANNED PESTICIDES/24.02.15

Green building of the Environment Ministry showcased to the UN Secretary General
Shri Prakash Javadekar meets UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
The Minister for Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Shri Prakash Javadekar today met the UN Secretary General, Mr. Ban Kimoon at the New Paryavarn Bhavan Building. Shri Javadekar showcased to the Secretary General salient features of the Green
Building and highlighted that the design philosophy of the New Paryavaran Bhavan focused on increasing the efficiency of resource
usage i.e. energy, water and materials while minimizing the impact of the building on Human Habitat and the Environment.
Shri Javadekar further said that this had been achieved through careful site planning, most appropriate building form and very low
effluent disposal and energy production on-site. The objective was to have a 'Green Building' with a state of art modern amenities and
comfort with Intelligent Building Management System which optimizes the energy consumption.
The basic design concept of the project was to have a NET ZERO ENERGY consuming green building. It was expected to be the flag
bearer for 'Green Buildings'. The building has the highest green building rating of '5star' of GRIHA of Ministry of New & Renewable
Energy and also 'Platinum' rating of LEED India of Indian Green Building Council.
The architectural design of the building is primarily based on following concepts.
•

Preservation of maximum possible number of trees standing over the site

•

Solar Passive Architecture with proper orientation and shading of Fenestrations
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•

Appropriate building envelope design with envelope insulation to reduce heat intake.

•

Use of permanent, durable and local materials such as sand stone on exterior face, low heat transmission glass, reflective
roofing, etc.

•

Priority for pedestrians in the front, with vehicular access on the sides of the building

•

Reduction of conventional lighting load by ensuring 75% day-light use

•

Natural ventilation due to stack effect

•

The building is designed in such a way that there is free ventilation across the entire building.

Energy Conservation Measures
•

Many energy conservation measures have been adopted to optimize the overall design load.

•

Utilization of High Efficiency Solar Panels to achieve Net Zero criteria. Energy efficient T-5 and LED fixtures

•

Innovative chilled beam system for cooling

•

Pre-cooling of fresh air from exhaust using heat recovery wheel in order to reduce load on chiller plant

•

Water cooled chillers

•

Double skin air handling units with variable frequency drives

•

Geo thermal heat exchange technology used for heat rejection from Air-conditioning system.

•

Innovative energy saving regenerative lifts which have been installed for the first time in government institutional building.

Mr Ban Ki-moon also planted a sapling at the premises jointly with Shri Prakash Javadekar to mark the occasion.
Source: Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, 13th January, 2015

102ND Science Congress Culminates
Shri Ram Naik Calls Upon Scientists Devise New Methods for Increasing Agricultural Praoduction, Better and Economic use of Water
Resources as well as Cost Effective Energy Consumption
Knowledge of the Past should be with The Modern Concept
Dr. A.K. Saksena Nominated as President Elect For 103rd Indian Science Congress to be held at Mysore
The five days long sojourn of 102nd Indian Science Congress today came to an end with a call from Uttar Pradesh Governor and Chief
Guest of the event Shri Ram Nayak to the Scientist Community to devise new methods for increasing Agricultural Production, better
and economic use of water resources as well as cost effective energy consumption. He said it is a challenge for us as he have an ever
increasing population and scientists need to evolve solution for it.
Shri Ram Naik first talked of Late Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri's slogan “Jai Jawan Jai Kisaan” and linked it with the slogan given
by former Prime Minister and Bharat Ratn Nominee Shri Atal Bihari Vajpeyee “Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan aur Jai Vigyan”. He said our current
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi is rightly working to promote Scientific Environment in the Country with a firm resolution.
Referring to the Ancient scriptures Shri Naik said whatever knowledge we have should be associated with the modern concept and
there should be a thorough research in this regard. He said we must have proud on our past achievements as one who forgets past
fails to design future.
Shri Naik also referred to Swami Viveka Nanda's words 'awake, move aheadtill you reach at the destination' and said we should keep
in mind the Ved Mantra “Chaieveti-Chaireveti” in all our ventures.
Shri Naik also released a Sovenier for the Indian Scince Congress on this Occasion. He also felicitated winners of Young Scientists
Awards for the Year 2014-15 in the field of Agricultural & Forestry Science, Animal Husbandry, Embryology, Chemical Sciences,
Engineering Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Mineral Sciences, Medical Sciences, New Biology, Physical and Plant Sciences. The
Award carried a Citation with Rs. 25,000/-each. The Pwards for poster competion were also given on the occasion. In addition all the
departments participating in the “Pride of India Expo” were also felicitated.
The Guest of Honour Union Railway Minister Shri Suresh Prabhu in his address said he is addressing Scientists of today and
tomorrow. He said emphasis be laid on how to use Science and Technology to achieve the targets and fulfill the aspirations of people.
He said in coping with the developmental needs of our county anfd humanity at large Science and Scintifis fraternity has to play a
pivotal role. He also emphasised the need to address the Climatic Changes concerns, conservation of our Ecological resources. He
said we have to think that “To solve a problem we should not create another problem” and Science and Technology should be used for
it. He called upon to prepare a national agenda for devising a long term vision in this regard.
The other guest of honour, the Maharashtra Minister of Technical & Higher Education Shri Vinod Tavde said that suggestions during
Science Congress will be duly considered by a Task Force set up by the State Government.
Earlier in his Welcome Address Dr. Naresh Chandra, Pro-Vice Chancellor of Mumbai University informed of the Participation of 15,000
plus delegates and 06 Nobel Laureates and o4 other Laureates in the Conference.
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In his Address Prof. Rajan Welukar, Vice Chancellor of Mumbai University while expressing gratitude to all the collaborates announced
the dedication of University based Nano Science Cell and Nano Technology department to the Nation for open research. He said any
one desirous of doing research work can come here for hie persuits.
Dr,. S.B.Nimse, Vice Chancellor Lucknow University and President of the Indian Science Congress in his address also expressed
gratitude to all concerned for making this mega event a grand success.
Earlier in the General Body Meeting of Indian Science Congress held to day Mr. A.K. Saksena was nominated as new President elect
for the 103rd Indian Science Congress to be held in Mysore in January, 2015.
Source: Ministry of Science & Technology, 7th January, 2015
India committed to issues on Climate Change - Shri Prakash Javadekar
The Minister for Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Shri Prakash Javadekar has said that Government's initiatives, efforts,
and action plans to pursue the clean and renewable energy path had put India in a leadership position in dealing with climate change
issues. India's Solar Energy programme which aims to generate 1 lakh MW Electricity by 2020, and other initiatives on wind energy
deployment, water conservation, and protecting coastlines and Himalayan Ecosystem, reflected Government's commitment towards
environment protection and sustainable development. The Minister stated this while delivering the Keynote Address at the Conference
on 'Negotiating the Climate Cliff: India's Climate Policy and Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs)' organized by
Council on Energy, Environment & Water (CEEW), a think-tank on environment issues, here today.
Regarding the 'Intended Nationally Determined Contributions' that India has to submit before the Paris Climate Conference 2015, Shri
Javadekar said that various modalities and frameworks for developing India's INDCs were being worked out. The Government would
take into account the issues of accessibility of key technologies and financial mechanisms that support Climate Change initiatives, the
Minister added. The Minister also reiterated the need to balance the efforts towards environment protection and sustainable
development.
The Conference aims at initiating discussions on India's Climate strategy prior to and post Paris 2015. A range of issues around
nuclear energy, energy efficiency, low-carbon transportation choices, Hydroflurocarbons (HFCs), and Carbon Capture and Storage all
of which have critical relevance in India's Climate policy were being deliberated upon. The Conference also intends to discuss
strategies and frameworks that would support India's position in the Climate Change discourse in Paris 2015.
Source: Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 3rd February, 2015
Weather Information and Disaster Alert System
Earth System Science OrganizationIndia Meteorological Department (ESSO-IMD) launched a mobile application for Android based
smart phones / tablets on good the Governance day observed on 25th December 2013 for providing current weather and four (4) days of
weather forecast across the country for 310 cities. The mobile app called- 'Indian Weather' is downloadable from Google play store, free
of cost. The mobile app. shall also be hosted for free download from the government mobile appstore
(https:/apps.mgov.gov.in/indwx.isp).
The Gramin Krishi Mausam Seva (GKMS) of the ESSO-IMD has successfully been providing the crop specific advisories to the farmers
at the district level twice weekly through different print/visual/Radio/ IT based wider dissemination media including short message
service (SMS) and Integrated Voice Response System (IVRS). Presently over eight (8) million farmers are receiving the agromet
advisories on their mobile. Earth System Science OrganizationIndia Meteorological Department (ESSO-IMD) launched a mobile
application for Android based smart phones / tablets on good the Governance day observed on 25th December 2013 for providing
current weather and four (4) days of weather forecast across the country for 310 cities. The mobile app called- 'Indian Weather' is
downloadable from Google play store, free of cost. The mobile app. shall also be hosted for free download from the government mobile
appstore (https:/apps.mgov.gov.in/indwx.isp).
The Gramin Krishi Mausam Seva (GKMS) of the ESSOa-IMD has successfully been providing the crop specific advisories to the
farmers at the district level twice weekly through different print/visual/Radio/ IT based wider dissemination media including short
message service (SMS) and Integrated Voice Response System (IVRS). Presently over eight (8) million farmers are receiving the
agromet advisories on their mobile.
Source: Ministry of Earth Science, 18th March,2015
System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting and Research - Air
Earth System Science Organization- Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (ESSO-IITM), Pune has launched a mobile Application
“System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting and Research Air” (SAFAR-Air) for Delhi and Pune. This app can be downloaded from
the website: http://safar.tropmet.res.in/ . The SAFAR-Air launched on 17th February 2015 provides site specific information on Air
Quality in near real time and its forecast for the next 24 hours. There is proposal to extend this SAFAR-Air facility for Mumbai.
This information was given by the Minister of State for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences Shri Y. S. Chowdary in the Lok Sabha.
Source: Ministry of Earth Science, 18th March,2015.
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NGOs and ENVIRONMENT
Directory of Environmental NGOs - 10th Edition
ENVIS Centre, WWF - India has come up with their latest publication of the
Directory of Environmental NGOs - 10th Edition in March, 2015.

Zonal Map of India - Represents Total Number of
Environmental NGOs in each State
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Zone

States/Union Territories

North

Chandigarh, Delhi, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand

South

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Lakshadweep, Pondicherry, Tamil Nadu and Telangana

East

Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Sikkim, Tripura and West Bengal

West

Dadar and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu,
Goa, Gujarat and Maharashtra

Central

Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh

NGO received Indira Gandhi Paryavaran Puraskaar by
Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change
Aaranyak, Assam
Aaranyak was recognized by the Ministry of Environment Forest and Conservation and recently received the IGPP Award 2012*
under organization category for its contribution to foster conservation of biodiversity in Northeast India through research,
environmental education, capacity building and advocacy for legal and policy reform to usher a new era of ecological security. The
idea is to Establish a national and international collaboration among herpetologists to increase the knowledge base and strengthen
technical knowhow on herpetology in the region.
* Indira Gandhi Paryavaran Puraskar (IGPP) (lit. Indira Gandhi Environment Award) is an environment award instituted by the Ministry
of Environment and Forests, Government of India in the year 1987, in order to encourage public participation in environment.[1] It is
awarded to individuals and organizations that have made significant and measurable contributions in the field of environment
protection and improvement.
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NGOs in the Indian Parliament
This section highlights the details of the funds provided to the Non- Governmental Organizations (NGOs) by the Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, Government of India, for implementing various health schemes/programmes in the country during each of the last three years.

Grant-In-Aid Released To Regional Resource Centers (RRCs) During The Last 3 Years

S.
No.

Name of the RRC

2011-12#

Funds

2012-13#

(Amount
Released)

Utilized

(Amount
Released)

Funds Utilized

2013-14
(Amount
Released)

Funds
Utilized #

1

Centre For Health
EdUCation Training &
Nutrition Awareness
(Chetna) , Gujarat

16,06,877/-

22,87,970/-

22,64,479/-

25,05,400

24,94,245/-

UC Awaited

2

Voluntary Health
Association Of
India(Vhai), New Delhi

25,05,400/-

23,46,370/-

23,38,088/-

15,47,935

10,00,000/-

UC Awaited

3

Mamta-Health Institute
For Mother & Child,
New Delhi

16,74,591/-

17,16,009/-

16,85,009/-

18,22,665

10,00,000

UC Awaited

4

Hindustan Latex Family
Planning Promotion
Trust (Hlfppt) , Andhra
Pradesh

8,42,132/-

1,83,148/(Balance
Amount
2010-11)

10,00,000/-

---

----

----

Child In Need
Institute(Cini), Kolkata
(W.B)

20,00,000/-

15,85,853/-

10,00,000/-

17,64,395

18,25,000/-

17,51,578/-

24,00,000/-

15,43,819/-

---

----

----

(Bal From
Previous Year
Rs.52,218/-)

(Balance
Form
Previous
Year
917969)

Utilized From
2011-12 Balance

5

( Unspent
Balance 2010-11)

+ Unspent
Balance From
Previous Year
Rs. 3,00,539/

6

Population Foundation
Of India(Pfi), New Delhi

Total Fund
24,61,788 (
Including Int.
9,570)
7

Swasthya Shikhya,
Orissa

12,00,000/-

---

5,12,374/-

@

----

----

8

Family Planning
Association Of
India(Fpai), Mumbai

13,25,000/-

8,29,731/-

5,00,000/-

7,72,030

5,00,000/-

8,71,762/-

9

The Gandhigram
Institute Of Rural Health
& Fw Trust, Tamil Nadu

8,00,000/-

9,02,938/-

5,00,000/-

7,88,124 (In
Which Amount
Of Rs. 2,63,881/Was Utilized By
Own Sources)

2,63,881
(Reimburse
ment
Grant)

UC Awaited

10

Voluntary Health
Association Of
Assam(Vhaa) , Assam

10,82,950/(Utilized Their
Own Sources

10.82,950/(Utilized
Their Own
Sources)

18,79,000/-

Not Received

----

----

+Unspent
Balance
3,24,610/-

Source: Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 888 Dated 27th February, 2015, Informed By Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda,
Minister of Health and Family Welfare. The Questions was Raised by Smt. Sakuntala Laguri. & Shri Ram Tahal Choudhary
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NGOs - Environmental News

S. No.

Title

Date

Source

1.

NGOs to approach green tribunal

January 8, 2015

2.

State to form collaborative body
for wildlife conservation

January 11, 2015

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/Stateto-form-collaborative-body-for-wildlifeconservation/articleshow/45844975.cms

3.

NGO launches device for easy
disposal of solid waste

January 14, 2015

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/NGOlaunches-device-for-easy-disposal-of-solidwaste/articleshow/45876443.cms

4.

More than 40 birds injured due to
Chinese manja

January 16, 2015

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/Morethan-40-birds-injured-due-to-Chinesemanja/articleshow/45903888.cms

5.

Centre for Science and
Environment among top 20
environmental think tanks of the
world

January 26, 2015

http://cseindia.org/content/centre-science-andenvironment-among-top-20-environmental-think-tanksworld

6.

27k trees to be cut for AgraLucknow expressway

January 28, 2015

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/agra/27k-treesto-be-cut-for-Agra-Lucknowexpressway/articleshow/46046043.cms

7.

‘City spewing 22,000 kilo plastic
waste every day’

February 4, 2015

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/Cityspewing-22000-kilo-plastic-waste-everyday/articleshow/46112702.cms

8.

NGO experiments new fishing
technique to balance ecosystem

February 9, 2015

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/NGOexperiments-new-fishing-technique-to-balanceecosystem/articleshow/46168713.cms

9.

Aravali deforestation under NGT
lens

February 11 , 2015

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/gurgaon/Aravalideforestation-under-NGTlens/articleshow/46194610.cms

10.

500 greens gather at Aarey
against Metro car shed plan

February 16 , 2015

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/500greens-gather-at-Aarey-against-Metro-car-shedplan/articleshow/46257526.cms

11.

Groundwater polluted in other
areas too, says NGO

February 18, 2015

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/noida/Groundwa
ter-polluted-in-other-areas-too-saysNGO/articleshow/46280245.cms

12.

Excess arsenic and fluoride in
Ghaziabad groundwater: NGO

February 24, 2015

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/noida/Excessarsenic-and-fluoride-in-Ghaziabad-groundwaterNGO/articleshow/46349431.cms

13.

NGO protests against poor
allocation for environment

March 10, 2015

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/pune/NGOprotests-against-poor-allocation-forenvironment/articleshow/46511501.cms

14.

Concern over pollution by power
plants in Vid

March 18, 2015

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/Concern
-over-pollution-by-power-plants-inVid/articleshow/46602223.cms

15.

Activists protest against Yamuna
pollution

Mar 26, 2015,

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/p
ollution/Activists-protest-against-Yamunapollution/articleshow/46704561.cms

16.

Commuter-friendly public
transport system need of the
hour, says study

March 27, 2015

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tpkerala/commuterfriendly-public-transport-system-needof-the-hour-says-study/article7038412.ece

17.

DDA invites NGOs, agencies to
help keep Yamuna clean

March 31, 2015

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tpnewdelhi/dda-invites-ngos-agencies-to-help-keepyamuna-clean/article7051029.ece

http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/amritsar/ngos-toapproach-green-tribunal/27960.html

To read more NGOs related environmental news, visit our website wwfenvis.nic.in
(http://wwfenvis.nic.in/LinkPage.aspx?Year=2015&Mid=4 )
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Twelfth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD COP 12) and First Meeting of the Conference of the
Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the
Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing (NP COP/MOP 1)

L-R: Jae Chun Choe, President, National Institute of Ecology, Republic of Korea; CBD Executive Secretary Braulio Ferreira de
Souza Dias; Choi Moon-soon, Governor of Gangwon Province, Republic of Korea; Hem Pande, COP 11 President; Yoon
Seongkyu, COP 12 President; Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP; Dong Yeol Yeom, Member of the National Assembly,
Republic of Korea; David Cooper, CBD Secretariat; and Kim Si-sung, Chairperson of the Gangwon Province Council.

Opening plenary of the COP 12 High-Level Segment with Hongwon Chung, Prime Minister, Republic of Korea, on screen
Pande, COP 11 President; Yoon Seongkyu, COP 12 President; Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP; Dong Yeol Yeom,
Member of the National Assembly, Republic of Korea; David Cooper, CBD Secretariat; and Kim Si-sung, Chairperson of the
Gangwon Province Council.
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REPORT OF THE TWELFTH MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity held its twelfth meeting in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea,
from 6 to 17 October 2014. It adopted 35 decisions are as follows :
1.

Mid-term review of progress in implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 including the fourth edition of
the Global Biodiversity Outlook, and actions to enhance implementation

2.

Review of progress in providing support in implementing the objectives of the Convention and the Strategic Plan for
Biodiversity 2011-2020, and enhancement of capacity-building, technical and scientific cooperation and other initiatives to
assist implementation

3.

Resource mobilization

4.

Integrating biodiversity into the post-2015 United Nations development agenda and the sustainable development goals

5.

Biodiversity for poverty eradication and sustainable development

6.

Cooperation with other conventions, international organizations and initiatives 57

7.

Mainstreaming gender considerations

8.

Stakeholder engagement

9.

Engagement with sub National and local governments

10. Business engagement
11. Biodiversity and tourism development
12. Article 8(j) and related provisions
13. Access and benefit-sharing
14. Liability and redress in the context of paragraph 2 of Article 14 of the Convention
15. Global Strategy for Plant Conservation 2011-2020
16. Invasive alien species: management of risks associated with introduction of alien species as pets, aquarium and terrarium
species, and as live bait and live food, and related issues
17. Invasive alien species: review of work and considerations for future work
18. Sustainable use of biodiversity: bushmeat and sustainable wildlife management
19. Ecosystem conservation and restoration
20. Biodiversity and climate change and disaster risk reduction
21. Biodiversity and human health
22. Marine and coastal biodiversity: ecologically or biologically significant marine areas (EBSAs)
23. Marine and coastal biodiversity: Impacts on marine and coastal biodiversity of anthropogenic underwater noise and ocean
acidification, priority actions to achieve Aichi Biodiversity Target 10 for coral reefs and closely associated ecosystems, and
marine spatial planning and training initiatives
24. New and emerging issues: synthetic biology
25. Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
26. Improving the efficiency of structures and processes of the Convention: Subsidiary Body on Implementation
27. Improving the efficiency of structures and processes of the Convention: Concurrent meetings of the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention and of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meetings of the Parties to the Protocols
28. Retirement of decisions
29. Improving the efficiency of structures and processes under the Convention: other matters
30. Financial mechanism
31. Multi-year programme of work of the Conference of the Parties up to 2020
32. Administration of the Convention and the budget for the Trust Funds of the Convention
33. Tribute to the Government and people of the Republic of Korea
34. Date and venue of the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties
35. Date and venue of the fourteenth and fifteenth meetings of the Conference of the Parties
[Source: To Review all the 35 Decisions, Kindly Visit: http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=cop-12]
The first six decisions together form the Pyeongchang Roadmap for the enhanced implementation of the Strategic Plan for
Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. The subsequent decisions focus on engaging actors in
support of the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, followed by decisions on traditional knowledge, access
and benefit-sharing and liability and redress, as well as on scientific and technical matters. Finally, there are decisions on procedural
and organizational matters. (To view the detail of the decisions kindly visit: http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=cop-12)
The meeting encompass the summary report of the high-level segment, a report of the informal dialogue session held on 10 October,
2014. Where Parties requested statements made during the meeting of the Conference of the Partie. (To view detail please visit :
http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=cop-12)
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Glimpse of Twelfth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
6-17 and 13-17 October 2014 | Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea
Monday, 6 October 2014
COP 12 opening plenary heard opening and regional statements; addressed organizational issues; and discussed the fourth edition of
the Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO-4). In the afternoon, Working Group I (WG I) addressed the GBO-4 and the mid-term review of
the implementation of the Strategic Plan. WG II addressed Article 8(j) (traditional knowledge).
[Summary of the Meeting: http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/enb09636e.pdf]
Tuesday, 7 October 2014
WG I continued discussions on implementation of the Strategic Plan, and addressed resource mobilization. WG II considered liability
and redress, marine and coastal biodiversity, and invasive alien species. A Friends of the Chair group addressed terminology related to
“indigenous peoples and local communities.”
[Summary of the Meeting: http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/enb09645e.pdf]
Wednesday, 8 October 2014
WG I addressed the financial mechanism, biodiversity
and sustainable development, gender mainstreaming
and operations of the Convention. WG II considered
the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC),
synthetic biology, biodiversity and climate change,
ecosystem restoration and bushmeat. Contact groups
addressed resource mobilization, synthetic biology,
the AHTEG on indicators, and EBSAs. A Friends of the
Chair group discussed the use of the term "indigenous
peoples and local communities."
[Summary of the Meeting: http://www.iisd.ca/
download/pdf/enb09645e.pdf]

Contact group on resource mobilization and the financial mechanism.

Thursday, 9 October 2014
WG I addressed operations of the Convention and the multi-year programme of work (MYPOW); and considered a conference room
paper (CRP) on support for implementation of the Strategic Plan. WG II considered biofuels and cooperation with other organizations,
and addressed CRPs on liability and redress, invasive alien species (IAS) and Global Strategy for Plant Conservation. Contact groups
addressed the financial mechanism and resource mobilization, and compliance under the Nagoya Protocol. Friends of the Chair
groups convened on capacity building, EBSAs and the “indigenous peoples” terminology.
[Summary of the Meeting: http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/enb09645e.pdf]
Friday, 10 October 2014
On Friday, 10 October, Working Group I considered conference room papers (CRPs) on implementation of the Strategic Plan, and
support for its implementation. Working Group II finalized a CRP on Article 8(j) (traditional knowledge). Contact groups addressed
compliance under the Nagoya Protocol, synthetic biology, and resource mobilization and the financial mechanism. Friends of the Chair
groups convened on the “indigenous peoples” terminology, ecologically and biologically significant marine areas (EBSAs) and the
voluntary peer-review of national biodiversity strategies and action plans (NBSAPs). An afternoon plenary addressed organizational
issues; adopted decisions on liability and redress, the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, and invasive alien species; and
addressed access and benefit-sharing and biodiversity mainstreaming.
[Summary of the Meeting: http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/enb09645e.pdf]
Monday, 13 October 2014
The first COP/MOP of the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing convened in plenary. COP/MOP 1 adopted the agenda and
rules of procedure, addressed organizational matters, heard the Open-Ended Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Committee for the Nagoya
Protocol (ICNP) report and exchanged views on the status of implementation. In the afternoon, the two Working Groups discussed,
inter alia: the financial mechanism and resource mobilization; the Global Multilateral Benefit-sharing Mechanism; cooperation with
other conventions under the Nagoya Protocol; and compliance.
Friends of the Chair and contact groups on synthetic biology, compliance, the financial mechanism and resource mobilization,
cooperation, the “indigenous peoples” terminology and the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services met
throughout the day.
[Summary of the Meeting: http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/enb09645e.pdf]
Tuesday, 14 October 2014
The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP) and the Nagoya Protocol Conference of the
Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties (NP COP/MOP) continued discussion of several agenda items on Tuesday. Working
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Group I considered: capacity building, and awareness raising on genetic resources and traditional knowledge, under the NP
COP/MOP; and review of progress in the implementation of the Strategic Plan (SP), the Subsidiary Body on Implementation (SBI), and
improving efficiency and structures of the CBD, under the CBD COP. Working Group II considered: marine and coastal biodiversity,
bushmeat and sustainable wildlife management, and ecosystem conservation and restoration under the CBD COP; and model
contractual clauses, voluntary codes of conduct, guidelines and best practices and/or standards under the NP COP/MOP.
A joint session of the COP and the COP/MOP convened in plenary in the evening, adopting, NP COP/MOP decisions on: SBI,
concurrent meetings, and model contractual clauses, voluntary codes of conduct, guidelines and best practices. The plenary also
adopted CBD COP decisions on SBI, concurrent meetings, Article 8(j) and related provisions, and marine and coastal biodiversity.
A Friends of the Chair group met on terminology, and contact groups convened on compliance, cooperation and the financial
mechanism throughout the day. Working Group I and the contact group on the financial mechanism continued discussions late into the
evening.
[Summary of the Meeting: http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/enb09645e.pdf]
Wednesday, 15 October 2014
A High-level Segment convened throughout the day. Working Group I addressed draft decisions on biodiversity and sustainable
development, gender mainstreaming, improving efficiency, and the multi-year work programme under the COP. They also addressed
capacity building and the access and benefit-sharing clearing house under the Nagoya Protocol. Working Group II considered draft
decisions on ecosystem conservation and restoration, and climate change. Several contact and informal groups met during the day
and into the night.
[Summary of the Meeting: http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/enb09645e.pdf]
Thursday, 16 October 2014
The High-Level Segment convened throughout the day and adopted the Gangwon Declaration on Biodiversity for Sustainable
Development. Working Group I addressed draft decisions on items under the Nagoya Protocol on capacity building, awareness
raising, access and benefit-sharing clearing-house, and monitoring and reporting. Working Group I also considered COP draft
decisions on retirement of decisions, biodiversity and human health, and support for implementation. Working Group II considered
COP draft decisions on business and stakeholder engagement, engagement with sub-national and local governments, tourism
development, synthetic biology, Article 8(j) and related provisions (terminology), biodiversity and climate change, and ecologically or
biologically significant marine areas (EBSAs). Contact and informal groups met during the day.
[Summary of the Meeting: http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/enb09645e.pdf]
Friday, 17 October 2014
The twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 12) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) convened concurrently
with the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access and
Benefit-sharing (COP/MOP 1) from 6-17 October 2014, in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea, gathering over 3,000 delegates.
Following intense late-night sessions marked by numerous parallel deliberations and many informal consultations, delegates agreed
to the Pyeongchang Roadmap, containing five decisions on: mid-term review of progress towards the goals of the Strategic Plan; and
the Aichi targets; biodiversity and sustainable development; review of progress in providing support in implementing the objectives of
the Convention; cooperation with other conventions; and a strategy for resource mobilization. CBD COP 12 President Seongkyu Yoon
and NP COP/MOP 1 Chair Hem Pande jointly gaveled the concurrent meetings to a close at 8:43 pm.
[Summary of the Meeting: http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/enb09645e.pdf]

L-R: NP COP/MOP 1 Chair Hem Pande and CBD COP 12 President Seongkyu Yoon jointly gaveled the
concurrent meetings to a close at 8:43 pm
To access detail of Twelfth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP 12) and
First Meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protoco
on Access and Benefit-sharing (NP COP/MOP 1)
Kindly visit our ENVIS Centre, WWF India Website : http://wwfenvis.nic.in/Content/COP_Reports_4911.aspx
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A Report on
Evaluation cum Training Workshop of ENVIS Centres of Northern Region
at Dehradun dated 12th - 13th January, 2015 at Forest Research Institute (FRI), Dehradun, Uttarakhand

A Two day evaluation-cum-training Workshop for ENVIS
Centres of Northern Region was held at Dehradun,
Uttarakhand hosted by ENVIS Centre at Forest Research
Institute on 12th and 13th January, 2015. Around 50
participants of thematic as well as State/UT ENVIS Centres
participated in the Workshop. Brief of the workshop is as
follows:
Day 1:
Shri M. Kannan , Economic Adviser stressed on the need to
evolve the ENVIS Scheme as a one of the tools of Decision
Support available to the Government of India for formulating
various environmental policies and decisions which was
followed by the evaluation of 22 Thematic and State ENVIS
Centres. The evaluation of the centres was carried out in
three parallel session which was headed by a team of
experts namely Professor Avinash Chandra, Professor
C.R. Babu, Professor Haripriya Gundimeda, Professor
Saroj Barik, Shri Vijay Lakhanpal, Shri D. P. Singh and Shri
V. N. Diwakar.
Empanelled experts Professor Haripriya Gundimeda, Shri
D.P. Singh and MoEF&CC Officials Shri Abhay Kumar
(Deputy Economic Adviser) and Shri Irfan Ahmed (Senior
Programme Officer, ENVIS Secretariat) evaluated ENVIS
Centre, WWF India. The focus of the evaluation by the
experts was on the work (subject specific) performed by the
Centres , wherein each centre represented their work online
through their respective ENVIS Centre Website. During the
evaluation ENVIS Centre, WWF India highlighted its major
achievements FY 2014 - 2015, mentioned as below:

From Left to Right:
MoEF Officials Shri
Irfan Ahmed and Shri
Abhay Kumar
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From Left to Right:
Experts: Shri D.P. Singh
and Professor Haripriya
Gundimeda

Parliament and Environment:


Environment in the India Parliament: Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha - 2014 (MoEF & CC Part).



A Special Issue on Discussion on "Renewable Energy in India - 2014.

NGOs and Environment:


Directory of Environmental NGOs in India - 10th Edition.

Newsletter:


4 quarterly ENVIS Newsletters.

Value added Information products:


Inter-Parliamentary Conference Database 1998-2014.



Ministry-Wise Parliamentary Committee.



Parliament Forum (2010-2013)



Burring Issues highlighted in the Indian Parliament - Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha.



Swaatch Bharat Abhiyan Coverage.



COP20 (Lima) Climate Change Conference.



Facts and Figures (Data Extracted from question/answers highlighted in the Indian Parliament- Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha).



Parliament Issue wise database



6th ENVIS Advisory Committee Report.



Global Issues



Useful Links: International Parliament, National Parliament Link, State/ UT Legislature, International Organizations, National
Organizations.

Day 2:

Empaneled Experts

Training on Bhuvan Portal:
A training session was organized by MoEF&CC
which was headed by the NRSA officials Shri P. G.
Diwakar and Shri Arul Raj, wherein the officials
provided training on the Bhuvan portal, a geospatial
portal to enable the GIS-based information in the
websites of the ENVIS Centres.
Feedback by Experts:
The Workshop concluded with a thought-provoking
session by experts who shared their remarks and
experiences.
The workshop ended by a Vote of Thanks addressed
by Shri M. Kannan, Economic Adviser, MoEF&CC.
[Note: To access more details on the Evaluation and
Training Workshop of ENVIS Centres of Northern
Region 12th - 13th January, 2015, Kindly Visit :
http://envis.nic.in/]

Participant

Shri M. Kannan, Economic Adviser, MoEF&CC.

- 21 -

UPCOMING ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS
Title of the EVENT: “International Symposium on
Combating Climate Change in C40 Mega Cities”
Date: 22nd April, 2015
Venue: Hyatt International, Kolkata, West Bengal
American Center Corners at Guwahati, Assam
American Center Corners at Patna, Bihar
Brief: The aim is to bring together urban stakeholders
from India and the United States to address issues of
climate change and formulate plans to mitigate
environmental concerns in the urban setting.
Organize by: South Asian Forum for Environment
(SAFE)
Website if available: www.safeinch.org
Source: http://nccsdindia.org/new-website/gallery/
docs/Brochure%20-%20International%20Symposium%20Combating%20Climate%20Change%20in%20C40
%20Megacities.pdf
Title of the EVENT: UGC Sponsored National Seminar
on "Investing in a Sustainable Future:
Integrating Environmental, Social and Governance
Factors"

Date: 3rd Aug-5th Aug 2015
Venue: Pollachi, India
Brief: It aims to bring together the main stakeholders to
examine the current challenges and to understand the
options available for green living. The major source of
non-renewable energy is fossil fuel but with associated
environmental problems.
Organize by: NA
Website if available: http://www.drmcet.ac.in/
conference
Title of the EVENT: Cumulus Mumbai 2015: 'In a planet
of our own - a vision of sustainability with focus on water'
Date: 03 Dec-05 Dec, 2015
Venue: Mumbai, India
Brief: It aimed at creating design awareness on
sustainability bringing focus on water and simultaneously
offers a platform for interaction for the art, design and
media community.
Organize by: Cumulus Mumbai 2015
Website if available: http://www.cumulusmumbai
2015.org

Date: 24th to 25th April 2015
Venue: Mumbai, Maharashtra, India
Brief: B.M. Ruia Girls' College, Mumbai is organizing a
UGC Sponsored National Seminar, ISFIESGF-2015.
Organize by: B.M. Ruia Girls' College, Mumbai
Website if available: https://sites.google.com/site/
chaitra2072/home
Source: http://www.conferencealerts.com/showevent?id=148202

Title of the EVENT: National Climate Science
Conference
Date: 2nd July 20153rd July 2015
Venue: Bengaluru
Brief: Its aim is to facilitate interaction, discussions and
collaborations among scientists working in the area of
climate science in various Indian institutions.
Organize by: The Divecha Center for Climate Change
Website if available: NA

Title of the EVENT: e-Energy'15 The Sixth International
Conference on Future Energy Systems

Source: http://www.currentscience.ac.in/Volumes/
108/06/1181.pdf

Date: 14 July, 2015 - 17 July, 2015
Venue: Bangalore, India
Brief: It aims to be the premier venue for researchers
working in the broad areas of computing and
communication for smart energy systems (including the
smart grid), and in energy-efficient computing and
communication systems.
Organize by: Not Mentioned
Website if available: http://conferences.sigcomm.org/
eenergy/2015/index.php
Source: http: //www.conference-service.com/
conferences/in/ecosystems.html

Title of the EVENT: One day Workshop cum Exposition
on “Sustainable Food Value Chain for Climate Smart
Agriculture”
Date: 9th May, 2015
Venue: Hotel Novotel, Ahmadabad, Gujarat
Brief: The seminar focused technical sessions where
prominent experts will set the tone on vexing issues
related to the need for climate resilient agriculture through
creating sustainable food value chain
Organize by: NCCSD & Confederation of Indian
Industries (CII)
Website if available: NA

Title of the EVENT: International Conference on
Renewable Energy and Sustainable Environment
(RESE 2015)

Source: http://nccsdindia.org/new-website/gallery/
docs/BROCHURECII%20GKAFC%20FOOD%20VALU
E%20CHAIN.pdf
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REPORTS & STUDIES
Title: CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS REPORT
Brief: WWF seeks to work with those who have the greatest potential to reduce the
most pressing threats to the diversity of life on Earth and together find solutions to
conservation challenges such as deforestation, over-fishing, water scarcity and
climate change.
Business drives much of the global economy, so we consider that companies also have
a specific responsibility to ensure that the natural resources and ecosystems that
underpin their business are used sustainably. Business is also primed to lead on rapid
adaptation and on the innovative solutions needed to drive change. By working with
business, WWF aims to change behaviour and drive conservation results that would
not be possible otherwise.
Source: http://www.wwfindia.org/news_facts/wwf_publications/?12901/
CORPORATE-PARTNERSHIPS-REPORT#

Title: People's Perception Study: Renewable Energy in India 2014
Brief: The People's Perception Study summarizes the findings of two WWF-India
renewable energy surveys, one for individuals and the other for RE manufacturers.
Some of the key results indicate that more than 55 per cent find renewables reliable
and about 95 per cent of the non-users are willing to invest in and adopt renewables.
The report also presents key asks from various stakeholders such as RE
manufacturers, individuals, media, civil society and government.
Source: http://www.wwfindia.org/news_facts/wwf_publications/?12862/PeoplesPerception-Study-Renewable-Energy-in-India-2014#

Title: Renewables for Lifestyle Shift: A User-Friendly Booklet on Renewable Energy
Applications in India
Brief: Recognizing the need for readily available information for people, the booklet on
Renewables for Lifestyle Shift has been designed as a ready reckoner on renewable
energy and presents basic information on various RE solutions in a user-friendly
manner. The booklet covers aspects such as technology description, cost, subsidy,
space requirement, application market, etc, of 17 renewable energy solutions, ranging
from solar PV rooftop to solar water heater, solar cookers to solar wind hybrid system,
biogas plants to geothermal systems. The booklet has been designed to cater to
offices, residential societies, individuals and institutions that are interested in installing
or using RE technologies.
Source: http://www.wwfindia.org/news_facts/wwf_publications/?12842/
Renewables-for-Lifestyle-Shift#

Compendium on Climate Change and Meteorology in Indian Parliament
By: ENVIS Centre, WWF India
ENVIS Centre, WWF India published a Compendium on Climate Change and
Meteorology in Indian Parliament, which highlights the "Burning Issues" for the period
April, 2014 - March, 2015.
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