NEWSLETTER

IND

Vol. No. 16 Issue No. 3 July - September, 2015

2015

From the Coordinator's Desk
To our readers!!
Dear all,
Our Environment is constantly changing. Over the years
landscapes have undergone a huge change, habitats have shattered,
ecosystems have altered, and consequently many native species of
wildlife, flora, and fauna have gone extinct. Although change is
essential for a developing society and is always linked with
progress and growth, it is prominently evident that the changing
environment is causing irreversible damage to all of mankind.
While the factors behind this changing environment can be many,
apt and in-depth knowledge and awareness about them has become
the need of the hour. This is what we aim to accomplish through our
quarterly newsletters.
The "Third Issue" of our Quarterly Newsletter offers central
information on the important environmental conservational
activities carried out in the past quarter by the various nongovernmental organizations/ institutions /universities/ corporations etc., actions been taken by governmental departments,
parliamentary deliberations on environment-related issues that
have become a rage in the world today for having brought about
significant changes in the world's ecosystem, key decisions of the
Government of India on Environment related issues.
The central highlight of the present newsletter is the centre's recent
compilation of environment-related reports by the various
departments of the Parliamentary Standing Committee.
It also highlights the various upcoming environmental events/
workshops/seminars where one can enrich oneself with the
knowledge on fundamental environmental issues of one's interest.
Our newsletter will also make you have a better understanding of
our comprehensive programmes and services.
We are pleased to share this information with you and look forward
to your feedback and suggestions that are most valuable to us and
have at all times guided us in building our successive newsletters
more functional and educational for its users.
Regards,

Dr. G. Areendran
Coordinator, ENVIS Centre
WWF-India
For Further details, visit our website
www.wwwfenvis.nic.in
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At the concluding session of the 'Like Minded Developing Countries on Climate Change, New Delhi, September 15, 2015

The Union Minister of MoEF & CC, Shri Prakash Javadekar at the inauguration of 10th Sustainability Summit, New Delhi, September 15, 2015

The Union Minister of MoEF & CC, Shri Prakash Javadekar at the launch
of the School Nursery Yojana, New Delhi, August 10, 2015

The Union Minister of MoEF & CC, Shri Prakash Javadekar at the National Dialogue on 'Gender Parity in the Media and
Entertainment Sector, organised by the National Commission for women, New Delhi, August 24, 2015

The Union Minister of MoEF & CC, Shri Prakash Javadekar,
Lighting the Lamp at the Celebration the 30th Anniversary of the Vienna Convention
and 21st International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, New Delhi, Sept. 16, 2015
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Parliament and Environment
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
Title: Impact of Climate Change on Monuments
Date: 4th August, 2015
Taj Mahal in Agra has been identified as a monument, which
needs to be protected from air pollution. No nationwide exercise
has been undertaken to identify specific monuments which are
vulnerable to climatic change and air pollution. To protect the Taj
Mahal from air pollution, a Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ) has been
notified and restrictions have been imposed. The existing
industries have to strictly comply with the directions of Hon'ble
Supreme Court of 1996 and no new or expansion in the existing
units is allowed in TTZ area. The Government has established Taj
Trapezium Authority under The Environment (Protection) Act,
1986 for mitigation of pollution in TTZ area and to minimize
adverse impact of pollution on Taj Mahal.
q
Title: Management of Plastic Waste
Date: 4th August, 2015
As per the available information, consumption of plastics in the
country during 2013-14 was 11 million tons. The total quantum of
plastic waste generated in the country from 60 major cities is
estimated to be 3501 tonnes per day (TPD). The cities of Delhi,
Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Ahmedabad, and
Hyderabad are generating maximum quantity of Plastic Waste.
The environmental impact of plastic waste has been examined by
various committees in recent years, such as the Task Force
headed by Shri Dilip Biswas constituted to formulate a strategy
and action program for management of plastic waste; Justice
Ranganath Mishra Committee which examined environmental
hazards posed by indiscriminate littering and disposal of plastic
waste; R. C. Chopra Committee which assessed environmental
hazards related to use of plastic bags in the city of Delhi; the study
by the Central Pollution Control Board to assess the impact of
plastics waste disposal on soil and water quality at Lucknow
dumpsites and Expert Committee appointed by the Ministry to
evolve a road map for management of waste in the country
including plastic waste. The reports of these committees indicate
that plastic bags, if not collected systematically, choke drainage
system and create unhygienic conditions; animals ingest plastic
bags with the discarded food leading to their illness and
sometimes death; the plastic waste when disposed off on soil
reduces recharging of ground water aquifers; recycled plastic
bags and containers contaminate packaged food; plastic waste
when disposed off in landfill sites causes leaching of metals and
additives into the soil and ground water; and uncollected plastic
waste litters the surroundings. The National Green Tribunal (NGT)
in Original Application No.15 of 2014 has recorded their view that
there has to be restriction placed upon plastic multi-layered
packaging / pet bottles, and provided an opportunity to the
stakeholders to express their views. Accordingly, a Public Notice
was issued in leading News Papers by the Ministry. Subsequently,
on 15.07.2015, NGT has directed for filing a collective response
by MoEF, CPCB, Director General of Health Services and Food
Safety Standards of India in response to all the Written
Submissions that have been furnished on behalf of the parties.
The Government of India has notified Plastic Waste
(Management and Handling) Rules, 2011. These Rules prohibit
manufacture, sale, stocking and use of plastic carry bags of less
than 40 micron in thickness. The Rules also provide for plastic
waste management system to be established by the municipal
authorities for management of plastic waste in areas under their
jurisdictions. Further, in order to make these Rules more effective,
the Ministry has published draft Plastic Waste Management
Rules, 2015 inviting public comments, and suggestions. These
rules propose to expand the jurisdiction of applicability; to

increase the minimum thickness of poly bags to 50 microns; to
bring in the responsibilities of producers and generators both;
strengthen the role of the local govt., industrial units and others in
effective management of plastic waste.
q
Title: Illegal trade in Wildlife
Date: 28th July, 2015
The details of incidents of smuggling of the skin of tigers including
the number of such cases reported during each of the last three
years and the current year, State/UT-wise are at Annexure-I.
Action against offenders is taken as per provisions of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972. Consolidated details are as below:
Year

No. of Cases

2015
2014
2013
2012

3
12
5
17

The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) has hired the services
of a Cyber Crime Specialist/Consultant.
Step taken by the Government to intensify wildlife conservation
efforts are as follows:
1. Hunting and commercial exploitation of wild animals
included in various schedules of the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972 is prohibited. Offences committed in respect of
these species attract punishment prescribed under the
Act.
2. The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau has been set up to
strengthen the enforcement of law for control of poaching
and illegal trade in wildlife and its products.
3. Protected Areas, viz., National Parks, Sanctuaries,
Conservation Reserves and covering important wildlife
habitats have been created all over the country under the
provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 to
conserve wild animals and their habitats.
4. Financial and technical assistance is provided to the
State/Union Territory Governments under the Centrally
Sponsored Schemes of “Integrated Development of
Wildlife Habitats”, “Project Tiger” and “Project Elephant”
for providing better protection to wildlife and improvement
of its habitat.
5. The State/Union Territory Government have been
requested to strengthen the field formations and intensify
patrolling in and around the Protected Areas.
q
Title: Polluting Industries
Date: 28th July, 2015
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has inventorised Grossly
Polluting Industries (GPIs) in 5 states on the main stem of River
Ganga and its tributaries i.e. Kali-east and Ramganga as well as
Yamuna. The state-wise and sector-wise status of Grossly
Polluted Industries GPIs in Ganga basin is given at Annexure. The
industries discharging effluents in Yamuna at Haryana are 1211
and in Uttar Pradesh these are 2381. As per Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981 and Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, noncompliant industries can be directed to close operation till they take
steps to achieve compliance with environmental standards;
however, removal is not provided in the aforesaid Acts.
q
2

Title: Air Pollution from particulate matter
Date: 23rd July, 2015
An international study released recently has claimed that 'Foul air
killing up to 80 Delhites a day in Delhi. The numbers of premature
deaths given in the study are based on the constructive estimates
and extrapolations of data. As such the study is not based on the
actual data. The air pollution particularly the respirable particulate
matter is one of the several factors responsible for morbidity and
premature deaths. The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) in
order to assess the long term impact of air pollution on human
health had sponsored following two epidemiological studies in
Delhi conducted by Chittranjan National Cancer Institute, Kolkata
during 2002-2005 and 2003-2005.
1. Epidemiological Study on Effect of Air Pollution on
Human Health (adults) in Delhi' carried out during
2002–2005
2. Study on Ambient Air Quality, Respiratory Symptoms and
Lung Function of Children in Delhi' carried out during
2003–2005 and
The above studies indicate several pulmonary and systemic
changes, altered immunity and damage to chromosomes and
DNA and other health impairments associated with cumulative
exposure to high level of particulate pollution that increases the
risk of various diseases including respiratory and cardiovascular
diseases. However, results are indicative rather than conclusive
because health effects of air pollution are synergistic and additive
which includes vide range of variations and depend on various
factors like food habit, socio-economic status, medical history,
immunity of the individual and heredity etc.
The Government to minimize the impact of air pollution from the
particulate matter has taken following actions:
®
Notification of National Ambient Air Quality Standards
2009, envisaging 12 pollutants;
®
Formulation of regulations/statutes to address the rising
levels of air pollution in the country;
®
Setting up of monitoring network for assessment of
ambient air quality;
®
Execution of source apportionment studies in select cities
and formulation of action plans for air quality in cities;
®
Implementation of Bharat Stage IV norms in the 63
selected cities and Bharat Stage III norms in rest of the
country;
®
Introduction of cleaner/alternate fuel like CNG, LPG etc.
and promotion of public transport network including
Metro.
®
Creation of infrastructure for industrial pollution control
incorporating cleaner production processes, setting up of
common pollution control facilities.
q
Title: Human-Animal Conflict
Date: 4th August, 2015
Incidences of loss of human lives and damage to crops by wild
animals are reported in various parts of the country from time to
time. Management of forest and wildlife is the responsibility of
State Governments. As such State-wise and year-wise data of
such incidents are not collated in the Ministry. However, the
reports received from the States in National Tiger Conservation
Authority and Project Elephant indicate the following data on
human death due to Tiger and Elephant.

2012-13
2013-14
2014-15
Current Year
Total

Tiger
22
24
26
Not available
72

Elephant
371
335
63
Not available
769

State Governments provide relief from their own funds as well from
the assistance provided by Central Government for ex-gratia relief
in respect of damage to crops and loss of human lives suffered by
the victims of depredations/attacks by wild animals. The details of
amount paid as compensation and details of beneficiaries are not
collated in the Ministry. The Central Government provides financial
assistance to the States/ Union Territory Governments under the
Centrally Sponsored Schemes of 'Integrated Development of
Wildlife Habitats', 'Project Tiger', and 'Project Elephant', inter alia, to
make payment of ex-gratia relief. The amount of ex-gratia relief
eligible for assistance under the Centrally Sponsored Schemes for
payment to the victims of predation/depredation by wild animals is
as follows:
Sl. No. Nature of damage
caused by wild animals
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Death or permanent
incapacitation
Grievous injury
Minor injury
Loss of property

Amount of
ex-gratia relief
Rs. 2,00,000/30% of (a)
Cost of treatment
Value of loss/damage
as assessed by
authorized officer

The Central Government provides financial assistance to
State/Union Territory Governments under the Centrally Sponsored
Schemes as mentioned at (c) above for the management of wildlife
and its habitats in the country, which inter alia helps in preventing
human-animal conflict. The activities supported under the Schemes
inter alia include construction /erection of physical barriers, such as
barbed wire fence, solar powered electric fence, bio-fencing using
cactus, boundary walls etc. to prevent the entry of wild animals into
crop fields; improvement of wildlife habitat of wild animals by
augmenting the availability of food and water in forest areas to
reduce the entry of animals from forests to habitations and setting
up of anti-depredation squads to drive away problematic animals.
Further, keeping in view the losses to crops inflicted by the wild
animals, this Ministry, on 24th December, 2014 issued an advisory to
the States highlighting the legal provisions under the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 to deal with the human-wildlife conflict
situations. Vide this advisory, Ministry has also sought proposals
from State/Union Territory Governments, after objective
assessment of the situation with details of the areas in which
notification under section 62 of the Act, declaring any wild animals
as vermin for specified period, could be helpful in management of
conflict. The same advisory has also been sent to the Chief
Minister's and Environment and Forest Minister's of all the
States/Union Territory Governments and also to all the Council of
Minister's in the Government of India. Further to this, Ministry has
also issued a detailed advisory on 1st June, 2015 to the State/Union
Territory Governments regarding the priority actions for
management of human wildlife conflict. The State/UT Governments
have been requested to institute a 'Human Wildlife Management
3

Strategy' along with other suggested measures for the proper
management and prevention of human wildlife conflict situations.
q
Title: Asiatic Lions
Date: 4th August, 2015
The number of Asiatic Lion has increased from 411 in 2010 to 523
in 2015 in Gir Forest National Park and nearby habitats in Gujarat.
The matter of translocation of a few Asiatic lions to Madhya
Pradesh from Gir National Park area was considered by the
Hon'ble Supreme Court of India and the matter is sub-judice in the
Supreme Court in the Review Petition no. 1032 of 2014, Wildlife
Conservation Trust, Rajkot vs. Union of India. As informed by the
State Government of Gujarat, ten lions have been reported as
died due to excessive rain and flood recently in Bhavnagar and
Amreli District. The details of the lion reported died is given below.

Pollution Control Board and this Ministry have no information on
spread of diseases due to pollution in the country including the
State of Maharashtra.
To minimize the impact of environmental pollution the Government
has inter-alia taken the following actions: Notification of National
Ambient Air Quality Standards 2009, envisaging 12 pollutants;
¦
Formulation of regulations/statutes bring down the levels
of environmental pollution in the country;
¦
Setting up of monitoring network for assessment of
ambient air quality;
¦
Introduction of cleaner/alternate fuel like CNG, LPG etc.
and promotion of public transport network including Metro;
¦
Creation of infrastructure for industrial pollution control
incorporating cleaner production processes, setting up of
common pollution control facilities;

Details of lions reported as died due to excessive rains
and flood in Gujarat

The Government after realizing the gravity of pollution, following
more concrete measures have also been taken:
¦
Clean India Mission (Swatch Bharat Abhiyan) has been
launched on 2nd October, 2014;
¦
Draft Rules for handing and management of municipal
waste have been notified for comments of stakeholders.
¦
Standards for sewage treatment plants have been notified
for comments of stakeholders.
¦
Bharat Stage IV norms implemented in the 63 selected
cities and Bharat Stage III norms in rest of the country;
¦
Government is giving high priority for public partnership in
lane discipline, car pooling, vehicle maintenance, pollution
under control certification, idling of vehicles etc.
¦
National Air Quality index was launched by the Prime
Minister in April, 2015 starting with 10 cities;
¦
Banning of burning of leaves/ biomass;
¦
Relevant draft rules, including those pertaining to
construction and demolition waste have been notified;
¦
Regular co-ordination meetings are being held at official
and ministerial level with Delhi and other State
Governments within the National Capital Region (NCR) on
6th April, 13th April and 24th July, 2015 to control
environmental pollution in NCR adopting air-shed
approach;
¦
Short-term plan has been reviewed and long-term plans
have been formulated by states to mitigate pollution in
NCR;
¦
Stringent industrial standards have been formulated and
notified for public/stakeholder's comments;
¦
Directing the states to augment the sewage treatment
capacity to achieve 100% treatment of waste water;
¦
Directing the industries (tanneries, distilleries and textile
industries) to achieve Zero Liquid Discharge; specifying
the water consumption norms for specific sector of
industries;
¦
Out of 2800 major industries, 920 industries have installed
on-line continuous (24X7) monitoring devices.

S.No.

Date

Village

Taluka

District

1

25-06-2015

Bavadi

Liliya

Amreli

Details
Female Age 7-8 years

2

26-6-2015

Garadi Vokla

Liliya

Amreli

Male Age 4-5 years

3

26-6-2015

Garajjiya

Palitana

Bhavnagar

Male Age 7-8 years

4

26-6-2015

Garajiya

Palitana

Bhavnagar

Female Age 5-6 years

5

27-6-2015

Ghoba

Jesar

Bhavnagar

Female Age 5-6 years

6

27-6-5215

Pingali

Talaja

Bhavnagar

Female Age 3-4 years

7

27-6-2015

Ingorala

Liliya

Amreli

Female Age 3-4 years

8

28-6-2015

Maidhar

Palitana

Bhavnagar

Male Age 7-8 Years

9

29-6-2015

Ghoba

Jesar

Bhavnagar

Male Age 7-8 Years

10

02-07-2015

Krakach

Liliya

Amreli

Male Age 5-6 Years

Title: Air Pollution due to construction Waste
Date: 6th August, 2015
As per the report on Source Apportionment Studies undertaken by
the Central Pollution Control Board in association with other
leading institutions in six metropolitan cities including Delhi during
the year 2007-09, contribution of construction activities to dust
particles (particulate matter) in ambient air ranges between 2223% The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC) has notified the Municipal Solid Waste (Management
and Handling) Rules, 2000 under the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986. These Rules provide procedures for management of
municipal solid waste including construction and demolition waste
(C&D). As per these Rules, C&D waste or debris should be
collected separately and disposed off in accordance with State
laws. Secondly, EIA Notification, 2006 regulates construction
activities through environmental clearance process with specific
conditions for prevention, abatement, and control of air pollution
during construction by prescribing safeguards to ensure that
construction wastes are handled and disposed off in
environmentally sound manner ensuring reduction and
minimizing particulate matter released in ambient air. The
Ministry has also notified Draft Solid Waste Management Rules,
2015 for environmentally sound management of construction and
demolition waste which inter-alia include mandatory approval of
waste management plan by bulk generators of construction and
demolition waste.
q
Title: Diseases due to Pollution
Date: 13th August, 2015
Pollution is one of the factors which may affect human health. Air
pollution is known to be one of the aggravating factors for
respiratory ailments and cardiovascular diseases. Central

q
Title: Environmental Pollution
Date: 4th August, 2015
The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has not made any
assessment linking environmental pollution and gross agricultural
output. In order to ensure proper disposal of industrial wastes, the
Government has notified standards for the chemical sector for
disposal of treated effluents and emissions and also notified The
Hazardous Wastes (Management, Handling and Transboundary
4

Movement) Rules, 2008 and The Manufacture, Storage and
Import of Hazardous Chemical Rules, 1989 as amended. To
review and revamp rules relating to waste disposal, draft BioMedical Waste (Management & Handling) Rules, 2015, Plastic
Waste Management Rules, 2015, e-waste (Management) Rules,
2015, Hazardous and Other Wastes (Management and
Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2015 and Fly Ash notification,
2015 have been notified. Further, the critically polluted industrial
clusters have been identified and action plans have been
prepared for restoring environmental quality in those clusters. The
chemical industries such as organic and inorganic chemicals,
pharmaceuticals, dyestuff, fertilizers, pesticides etc. located in the
polluted clusters have been covered under the scheme of
Common Effluent Treatment Plants (CETPs).

Ministry of Agriculture
Title: Effect of adverse climate on Agriculture
Date: 24th July, 2015
Government of India is providing technical assistance to the
district/state officials in terms of drought preparedness, action
plans, and real time implementation of various technical
interventions for coping with adverse climate conditions like
drought, flood and conserving water resources. These technical
measures will help various sectors of agriculture in 600 districts of
the country in the event of any weather aberrations.
Under ICAR-NICRA, nine districts were selected to demonstrate
various climate resilient interventions to cope different weather
aberrations such as drought, flood, cyclone, etc. Studies have
been undertaken to assess the vulnerability of districts in Bihar for
various climate extremes and vulnerability indexes have been
developed.
Technology demonstration component of ICAR-NICRA is
developing climate resilient model villages by implementing
various technologies in seven districts viz., Saran, Supaul, Buxur,
Nawada, Aurangabad, Jehanabad and Banka. The contingency
plans are made available to cope with various weather aberrations
such as drought, floods, heat wave, cold wave, frost, hailstorm to
minimize the impacts of climate on agriculture and allied sectors
for all the districts of Bihar. The technical assistance is being
provided to the state line departments for operationalization of
contingency plans in the state.
q
Title: Impact of Monsoon on Agriculture
Date: 21st July, 2015
India Meteorological Department (IMD) in its 2nd stage Long
Range Forecast for 2015 South-West Monsoon released on 2nd
June, 2015 has predicted the season rainfall for the country as a
whole is likely to be 88 + 4% of Long Period Average (LPA).
Forecast also indicates that El Nino conditions are likely to persist
during the South-West Monsoon. IMD has predicted deficit
monsoon in 2015. However, rainfall in June, 2015 has been
normal. During the period from 01.06.2015 to 15.07.2015, country
as a whole received rainfall of 280.8 mm against normal rainfall of
298.9 mm with a departure of (-)6%. Central Research Institute of
Dryland Agriculture (CRIDA), ICAR has developed agriculture
contingency plan in collaboration with State Agricultural
Universities in 580 districts for implementing location specific
interventions to sustain agriculture production in the eventuality of
weak monsoon/deficient rainfall. States have been advised to
ensure availability of appropriate low water consumption seeds
and ensure meeting any contingency cropping requirement in the
eventuality of deficient rainfall. 10% of funds available under
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) have also been kept aside
for undertaking appropriate interventions to mitigate drought like
situation, if any, arising out of deficient rainfall. Appropriate

drought mitigation measures viz. Construction of water harvesting
structure under MGNREGA; promotion of agronomic practices for
moisture conservation; promoting cultivation of less water
consuming crops; restoration of irrigation infrastructure by desilting canals; energizing tube wells, replacing/repairing faulty
pumps etc. are being initiated by States to deal with any potential
drought situation.
q
Title: Compensation for damage to crops
Date: 21st July, 2015
As State Government is empowered to undertake necessary relief
measures in the wake of natural calamities like, drought, hailstorm,
pest attack & cold wave/frost from State Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) which is readily available with them, State Governments
have been requested to take immediate steps to address the
notified calamities by utilizing the funds available under SDRF.
Additional financial assistance, over and above SDRF, is
considered from National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) for
natural calamities of severe nature on receipt of a memorandum
from the State. Memoranda have been received from the
Government of Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana, Karnataka,
Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh &
Maharashtra seeking financial assistance from National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF) in the wake of hailstorm & drought. The
main Rabi Crops affected are wheat, maize, mustard, gram, pea,
lentil, vegetables, etc. Department of Agriculture & Cooperation
(DAC) have constituted Inter-Ministerial Central Teams (IMCTs) to
visit the affected areas for assessment of the ground situation and
recommendation financial assistance. Details of financial
assistance sought/approved from the NDRF State-wise are
annexed. In addition the calamity affected farmers are entitled for
claims under various crop insurance schemes under
implementation in the country. All Chief Secretaries of the affected
States were requested to expedite the assessment of yield losses
in association with concerned insurance companies and expedite
the settlement of claims. Insurance companies have also been
directed to expedite the assessment of losses based on weather
parameters (under Weather Based Crop Insurance Scheme) and
individual basis (under localized risks) for early settlement of
claims and also on account payment (25% of likely claims) to the
farmers. Total claims of about Rs.60059 lakh have been paid so far
by the insurance companies for Rabi 2014-15 season under
Modified National Agricultural Insurance Scheme and Weather
Based Crop Insurance Scheme. Admissible claims under
Insurance Scheme are worked out and paid as per the provision of
respective schemes. In addition, all farmers who suffered crop loss
33% or more, financial assistance under SDRF/NDRF in the wake
of notified natural calamities is provided by way of relief. The extant
norms of Ministry of Home Affairs dated 8th April 2015, inter-alia
provide for assistance to the farmers in the form of Agriculture Input
Subsidy (where crop loss is 33% and above) for damage caused to
all types agriculture and horticulture cropped areas due to the
notified natural calamities. The assistance are Rs.6,800/- per ha.
for rainfed crops, Rs.13,500/- per ha. for assured irrigated crops,
subject to minimum assistance not less than Rs.1000 and
restricted to sown areas and Rs.18,000/- per ha. for all type of
perennial crops, subject to minimum assistance not less than
Rs.2000/- and restricted to sown areas, where crop loss is more
than 33% and above. As per the Third Advance Estimate of
Production of Foodgrains for Rabi Season (2014-15) is 126.52
million tonnes against the target of 130.75 million tonnes. The
stock of wheat and rice in the Central pool is well above buffer
norms and is sufficient to meet the food security requirements of
the country. As on 1.7.2015, the stock of wheat and rice in the
Central Pool was 386.80 lakh MT and 158.95 lakh MT respectively.
5

Title: Loss of crops due to rains
Date: 31st July, 2015
The kharif crop is mainly sown during the monsoon season. The
State Government of Gujarat, Assam and Goa have reported crop
losses during current kharif season. The details of the crop loss
and farmers affected are as under:
States
Gujarat

Crops

Total crop loss
(in ha)

No. of farmers
affected

Agricultural

174737.10

61844

Horticultural

10584.49

9842
71686

Total

185321.59

Assam

Vegetable

7953

5000

Goa

Agricultural

14

27

Horticultural

26

48

The Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs has notified
revised norms of assistance under National Disaster Response
Fund (NDRF)/ State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) on 8th April,
2015. The extant norms of NDRF/SDRF, inter-alia, provide
assistance to the farmers in the form of agriculture input subsidy
(where crop loss is 33% and above) for damage caused to
agriculture and horticulture perennial crops due to the notified
natural calamities. The Government of Gujarat has declared
special relief package to the affected farmers. Besides, additional
assistance of Rs.4500 per hectare has been declared to plantation
crops like banana from State Governments own resources. The
Government of Assam has also informed that they are providing
inputs & seeds to the affected farmers for Rabi season 2015-16.
The Government of Goa has declared to compensate affected
farmers by providing assistance of Rs.25000 per hectare as per
the State Government Scheme “Shetkari Adhar Nidhi Scheme
(SAN)”.
Ministry of Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation
Title: Cleaning of Ganga
Date: 23rd July, 2015
There are several factors responsible for polluting the Ganga river,
the major factors being the direct discharge of industrial effluents
and discharge of untreated sewage into the river Ganga. Under the
Namami Gange programme, the Government proposes to take up
these pollution issues along with several other initiatives to
address the abatement of pollution in Ganga.
The funds made available and utilized during the last three years
and current year are as under:
Financial Year

Budget
(Rs.Crore)

Actual Expenditure
(Rs.Crore)

2012-13
2013-14
2014-15
2015-16

193.50
309
2053
2750

191.53
303.95
326
263*

The Government is aware that untreated sewage waste along with
other harmful chemicals are being discharged in the Ganga from
various sources including factories/industries located on its bank.
The Government has identified that Sewage accounts for about
75% of total pollution in river Ganga. Almost 3535 Million Litres per
day (mld) sewage is estimated to be generated by class I & II towns
on the Ganga main stem. 144 drains have been identified that
discharge sewage and effluents into the river Ganga. Further,
about 14000 metric tonnes / day of solid waste is generated in
these main stem towns. Industrial effluents account for 20-25% of
the pollution. The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) under
the Pollution Inventorization Assessment and Surveillance Project

(PIAS) has inventorised 764 Grossly Polluting Industries along the
main stem of River Ganga. The existing legislations i.e., the Water
Prevention and Control of Pollution Act, 1974 and the Environment
Protection Act, 1986 provides for penal action against the offenders.
Further, a committee has been formed to examine new legislative
measures. A list of MOUs signed is appended. In particular,
Memorandum of Understanding for use of geospatial technology for
Clean Ganga Mission has been signed between the National
Mission for Clean Ganga and the National Remote Sensing Centre
on 23rd June 2015 for utilizing the space and other cutting edge
technology for effective planning and monitoring the activities taken
up for Clean Ganga Mission. Cleaning of the river Ganga is a
massive task. The preparation of Detailed Project Reports (DPRs)
for all 118 priority towns is expected to be completed by 2016 and for
industries by 2017. Most of the Sewage Treatment Plants are
expected to be operational by 2019.
Title: Inter-state river water sharing disputes
Date: 6th August, 2015
On the complaint made by the State Governments, the Central
Government has, so far, set up 08 Tribunals to settle water disputes
among the States under the Inter-State River Water Disputes
(ISRWD) Act, 1956. In the past, some of the States had resolved
their disputes on water sharing or joint projects through mutual
discussions and agreements with/without the direct intervention of
the Central Government. As such this Ministry does not maintain
relevant record. However, as per information available in Central
Water Commission publication “Agreements on Inter-State Rivers”,
Vol. III of Legal Instruments on Rivers in India, about 114 inter-State
agreements have been reached so far (A substantive number of
these agreements, reached before and after independence, have
become obsolete/superseded by fresh agreements/decision of
Tribunals). Agreements involving Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and National Capital
Territory of Delhi are:
®
The agreement between Rajasthan and Gujarat regarding
sharing of Mahi waters (1966),
®
Memorandum of Understanding among U.P, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh and Delhi in 1994 on the
issue of sharing of Yamuna waters,
®
Agreement of 1981 on allocation of surplus Ravi Beas water
among Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan and
®
Agreement of 1959 between Rajasthan and erstwhile
Punjab on Bhakra Nangal project.
Besides share of basin states in Narmada, Godavari, Krishna and
Cauvery basins have been determined by the concerned Tribunals.
Parties to Agreements/decision of Tribunals are entitled to their
share of water in concerned river basin as per provisions of such
Agreements/decision of Tribunals. This Ministry does not maintain
such records. However, supply of water to concerned States varies
on year to year basis depending mainly on availability of water in the
basin/reservoirs in a particular year and other relevant factors and is
monitored by the concerned Board/Authority/regulatory body
functioning in a particular river basin project.
The mechanism for settlement of water disputes is already available
in the form of ISRWD Act, 1956. The ISRWD Act-1956 has been last
amended in 2002 whereby adjudication of the water disputes by
tribunals has been made time bound after consultation with all state
governments. Further, Ministry of Water Resources, River
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation adopted a revised National
Water Policy (NWP) in 2012. As per Clause 12.2 of the Policy, a
permanent Water Disputes Tribunal at the Centre should be
established to resolve the disputes expeditiously in an equitable
manner. However, the proposal to set up a standing tribunal to
adjudicate interstate river water disputes is still at a conceptual
stage.
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Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation
Title: MDG for Sanitation
Date: 23rd July, 2015
Target 7c, set under Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 7,
seeks to halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without
sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation
(based on 1990 data). This implies that at least 54.7% of the rural
households should have access to sanitation by 2015 to meet
MDG target. As against this, as per the information provided by the
States on the Online Monitoring System of the Ministry, the
Sanitation coverage has reached 45.80% as on 20th July, 2015.
According to the information presented in the Joint Monitoring
Programme of WHO/UNICEF report on 'progress on Sanitation
and Drinking Water 2015 Update', the use of sanitation facilities as
a percentage of population was 39% in rural areas of the country.
No MDG targets have been set for the States. However, the
achievement of coverage of households with latrines as per Online
Monitoring System is at Annexure-The Swachh Bharat Mission
(Gramin) has been launched on 2nd October, 2014, which aims at
attaining Swachh Bharat by 2nd October 2019. Under this
programme, the following steps have been taken under SBM (G)
across the country including Bihar:®
The focus of the scheme now is on behavior change and
usage of toilets. Community based collective behavior
change is mentioned as preferred approach, although the
States are free to choose their approach.
®
Provision of incentives for the construction of Individual
household latrine (IHHL) has been raised to Rs.12000 for all
below poverty Line (BPL) households and to identified Above
Poverty Line (APL) households (all SCs /STs, small and
marginal farmers, landless labourers with homestead,
physically handicapped and women-headed households).
®
The partial funding of incentive from MGNREGS has been
stopped. The entire assistance now being provided under
one programme.
®
Flexibility has been provided to States in the implementation
of the programme.
®
Partnerships of various stakeholders working on rural
sanitation including multilateral organisations, Civil Society
Organisations, Self Help Groups (SHGs), Institutions etc. is
being promoted.
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
News Highlights of July, 2015
International Tiger Day
q
29th July, 2015
International Tiger Day was observed across the world on 29 July
2015. The day is observed every year since 2010 to promote the
protection and expansion of the wild tiger habitats and to gain
support through awareness for tiger conservation.
In last 100 years, world has lost 97 percent of all wild tigers. The
tiger count has fallen from 100000 in 1913 to 3274 in 2013 to 3200
in 2014.
Tigers lost 93% of their natural habitat due to the expansion of cities
and agriculture by humans. Besides, human-wildlife conflict and
climate change also has been responsible for decline in tiger
population and loss of habitat.
Among the 13 tiger-range countries, India with 2226 has the
highest number of tiger population. India is followed by Malaysia
with 500 tigers. Bangladesh, which was at third with 440 tigers in
2004, saw the tiger population decline to 106 in Tiger Census 2015.

The day was founded at the Saint Petersburg Tiger Summit in 2010
in Russia so as to protect the tiger from becoming extinct. The
summit also declared to double global tiger population by 2022.
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/international-tiger-dayobserved-across-the-world-1438165826-1
q
India's 1st Earthquake Warning System successfully installed
in Uttarakhand
10th July, 2015
An Earthquake Warning System (EWS) was successfully installed
in Uttarakhand, Dehradun in the first week of July 2015. With this,
Uttarakhand became first Indian state to install a system that can
detect earthquakes and disseminate warnings.
The system was designed and manufactured by Italian firm Space
Dynamics which already installed this system in Japan, Italy and
US. The system will issue warnings 1-40 seconds before the
occurrence of earthquakes of magnitude 5 or more.
According to the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), Uttarakhand
falls under Seismic Zone –V, which is a zone of high seismic activity
with magnitude of 6.9 or greater on Richter scale. Apart from it,
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Rann of Kutch (Gujarat),
Northern Bihar and Andaman & Nicobar Islands also fall under this
seismic zone.
Another system like this will soon be established at Pithoragarh in
the Kumaon region of Uttarakhand.
Highlights of the Earthquake Warning System
l
This technology was brought by the state Disaster Management
and Mitigation Centre (DMMC) and is operational at the State
Emergency Operation Centre (SEOC).
l
The system is incorporated with sensors that can detect P
(Primary) and S (Secondary) waves generated during an
earthquake.
l
It is capable to detect the harmless P wave, which travels faster
than the S wave for advance warning.
l
It generates a variety of alarms like programmable built-in audio
alert, connected to external alarms like sirens and public
announcement systems.
l
It also triggers visual alerts and sends them via cell phones and
the internet. The system can also eliminate false triggers from
environmental vibrations and filters smaller non-damaging
quakes.
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/indias-1st-earthquakewarning-system-successfully-installed-in-uttarakhand1436512271-1
q
India ranked 12th in terms of power generation from nuclear
source
23rd July, 2015
With the total power generation from nuclear reactors at 5308 MWe,
India is ranked 12th in the world in terms of power generation from
nuclear sources.
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This was revealed by Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State for
Atomic Energy and Space in a reply to an unstarred question in Lok
Sabha on 22 July 2015 though the data with respect to this was
published by Power Reactor Information System (PRIS) of
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in May 2015. Further,
in terms of number of nuclear reactors in operation, India was
ranked at 7th position with 21 reactors. The released data further
said that there are 31 countries including India in the world that
generate electricity from nuclear source. Moreover, with 437
nuclear reactors in operation in world, the total power generation
from nuclear stood at 377986 MWe.
Top five countries in terms of nuclear reactors and their capacity of
production are :
Countries

Number of Total Generation
Reactors

United States of America
France
Japan
Russia
China

99
58
43
34
21

®
It provides not only worldwide recognition and prestige to
the winning organization, but a competitive advantage in
driving business of the firm.
®
It was instituted by the World Environment Foundation
(WEF) in 1998.
®
Yes Bank received the 2014 award.
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/tata-steels-westbokaro-division-conferred-with-golden-peacock-environmentmanagement-award-2015-1436784513-1
q

98639 Mwe
63130 Mwe
40290 Mwe
24654 Mwe
23025 Mwe

On the other hand, Pakistan has 3 nuclear reactors with total
production of 690 MWe.
Current status of Indian nuclear energy programme
The installed nuclear power capacity of India is expected to
increase from 5780 MWe to 10080 MWe on progressive
completion of projects under commissioning or construction by
2019.
Financial sanction and administrative approval for Gorakhpur
Haryana Anu Vidyut Pariyojana (GHAVP) Units – 1&2 (2X700 MW)
and Kudankulam Units- 3&4 (2X1000 MW) with a total capacity of
3400 MW has been accorded by the Government. In addition, one
Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor of 500 MW capacity at
Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu is at advanced stage of commissioning.
Construction of two more Fast Breeder Reactors (FBR 1&2) of 600
MWe capacity each at Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu is also planned.
Besides, India has signed nuclear agreements with USA, France,
Russia, Namibia, Mongolia, Republic of Korea, Argentine
Republic, United Kingdom, Republic of Kazakhstan, Canada, Sri
Lanka, and Australia.
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/india-ranked-12th-interms-of-power-generation-from-nuclear-source-1437646335-1
q
Tata Steel's West Bokaro Division conferred with Golden
Peacock Environment Management Award 2015
13th July, 2015
Tata Steel's West Bokaro Division was on 11 July 2015 conferred
with the Golden Peacock Environment Management Award
(GPEMA) 2015 in New Delhi.
It was presented by the Union Environment, Forest, and Climate
Change Minister Prakash Javadekar to Sanjay Rajoria, General
Manager of West Bokaro, and Tata Steel of Jharkhand.
Tata Steel won the coveted award for its responsible environmental
practices and resource management while upgrading the skills of
employees through training as new technologies evolve.
About Golden Peacock Environment Management Award
®
It is annual award and presented for attaining significant
achievements in the field of Environment Management
during the previous year.
®
It is awarded to manufacturing as well as service
organizations both in the Public and Private domain
located in India.

News Highlights of August, 2015
World Bio-Fuel Day observed globally on 10 August
11th August, 2015
The World Bio-Fuel Day was observed across the world on 10
August 2015. The day is observed every year with an aim to create
awareness about non fossil-fuels (Green Fuels).
Background
On 10 August 1893, Sir Rudalph Diesel (inventor of the diesel
engine) for the first time successfully ran mechanical engine with
Peanut Oil. His research experiment had predicted that vegetable
oil is going to replace the fossil fuels in the next century to fuel
different mechanical engines. Thus to mark this extraordinary
achievement, World Bio-fuel Day is observed every year on 10th
August.
World Bio-Fuel Day in India
On this occasion, the Union Petroleum Ministry launched marketing
of High Speed Diesel (HSD) blended with Bio-diesel in selected
retail outlets of Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) in New Delhi and
Vishakhapatnam by Hindustan Petroleum (HPCL), in Haldia by
Bharat Petroleum (BPCL) and in Vijayawada by Indian Oil (IOC).
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/world-biofuel-dayobserved-globally-on-10-august-1439270630-1
q
NITI Aayog launched second version of India Energy Security
Scenarios 2047
28th August, 2015
NITI Aayog on 27 August 2015 launched the second version of the
India Energy Security Scenarios 2047 (IESS 2047) by its Vice
Chairman Arvind Panagariya in New Delhi. The open source web
based tool aims to explore a range of potential future energy
scenarios for India, for diverse energy demand and supply sectors
leading up to 2047. The first version of the energy calculator was
launched by Planning Commission, which is now defunct, on 28
February 2014.
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Key Features of India Energy Security Scenarios 2047, 2.0
Its purpose is to engage various stakeholders in the country's
energy planning and facilitate informed debates at different levels.
It explores India's possible energy scenarios across energy supply
sectors such as solar, wind, bio fuels, oil, gas, coal and nuclear and
energy demand sectors such as transport, industry, agriculture,
cooking and lighting appliances.
The model allows users to interactively make energy choices, and
explore a range of outcomes for the country-from carbon dioxide
emissions and import dependence to land use.
It will support the Government's vision of achieving power for all
and 175 GW of renewables by 2022, rural electrification, and
reducing import dependency.
It will enable policy makers and parliamentarians make a more
secure and sustainable energy future for India. It was developed in
consultation with multiple stakeholders, such as think tanks,
industry bodies and research organizations.The UK Department
for Energy and Climate Change (DECC) is the initiative partner with
NITI Aayog in this project. Similar to this tool, more than 20

countries have now developed their own energy/climate
calculators, such as China, Bangladesh, and South Africa.
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/niti-aayog-launchedsecond-version-of-india-energy-security-scenarios-20471440754669-1
q
Union Government announced names of 98 smart cities
28th August, 2015
The Union Government on 27 August 2015 declared the names of
98 cities for its ambitious smart cities project. The aspirant cities
were selected by the States and Union Territories on the
parameters set by the Centre. Name of the selected cities were
announced by Union Urban Development Minister M Venkaiah
Naidu in New Delhi.
The selected cities include 12 cities from Uttar Pradesh, 12 from
Tamil Nadu, 10 from Maharashtra, 7 from Madhya Pradesh, 3 each
from Bihar and Andhra Pradesh. All other states have also got one
or two cities for the purpose, except Jammu and Kashmir. Nearly 13
crore population across 98 cities, which constitute 35 percent of
urban population, will be covered under the mission.

List of cities and towns selected under smart cities mission
are as follows;
Sl.
No.

Name of State/UT

No. of
cities
shortlisted
1

1.
2.

Andaman &
Nicobar Islands
Andhra Pradesh

3

3.
4.
5.

Arunachal Pradesh
Assam
Bihar

1
1
3

6.
7.

Chandigarh
Chhatisgarh

1
2

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Daman & Diu
Dadra & Nagar Haveli
Delhi
Goa
Gujarat

1
1
1
1
6

13.

Haryana

2

14.
15.
16.

Himachal Pradesh
Jharkhand
Karnataka

1
1
6

Names of selected
Cities

17.
18.
19.

Kerala
Lakshadweep
Madhya Pradesh

1
1
7

20.

Maharashtra

10

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Manipur
Meghalaya
Mizoram
Nagaland
Odisha

1
1
1
1
2

26.
27.

Puducherry
Punjab

1
3

28.

Rajasthan

4

29.
30.

Sikkim
Tamil Nadu

1
12

1. Port Blair
1. Vishakhapatnam
2. Tirupati
3. Kakinada
1. Pasighat
1. Guwahati
1. Muzaffarpur
2. Bhagalpur
3. Biharsharif
1. Chandigarh
1. Raipur
2. Bilaspur
1. Diu
1. Silvassa
1. New Delhi Municipal Council
1. Panaji
1. Gandhinagar
2. Ahmedabad
3. Surat
4. Vadodara
5. Rajkot
6. Dahod
1. Karnal
2. Faridabad
1. Dharamshala
1. Ranchi
1. Mangaluru
2. Belagavi
3. Shivamogga
4. Hubballi-Dharwad
5. Tumakuru
6. Davanegere

1. Kochi
1. Kavaratti
1. Bhopal
2. Indore
3. Jabalpur
4. Gwalior
5. Sagar
6. Satna
7. Ujjain
1. Navi Mumbai
2. Nashik
3. Thane
4. Greater Mumbai
5. Amravati
6. Solapur
7. Nagpur
8. Kalyan-Dombivali
9. Aurangabad
10. Pune
1. Imphal
1. Shillong
1. Aizawl
1. Kohima
1. Bhubaneshwar
2. Raurkela
1. Oulgaret
1. Ludhiana
2. Jalandhar
3. Amritsar
1. Jaipur
2. Udaipur
3. Kota
4. Ajmer
1. Namchi
1. Tiruchirapalli
2. Tirunelveli

9

31.

Telangana

2

32.
33.

Tripura
Uttar Pradesh**

1
12

3. Dindigul,
4. Thanjavur,
5. Tiruppur,
6. Salem,
7. Vellore,
8. Coimbatore,
9. Madurai,
10. Erode,
11. Thoothukudi
12. Chennai
1. Greater Hyderabad
2. Greater Warangal
1. Agartala
1. Moradabad
2. Aligarh
3. Saharanpur

Government will release two crore rupees each for the cities for the
preparation of the smart city plan in the next few days. Union
government proposes to give financial support to the Mission to
the extent of 48000 crores rupees over next five years. Of this
amount, two hundred crore rupees will be released during the first
year.
q
News Highlights of September, 2015
World Rhino Day observed across the world
23rd September, 2015

34.
35.

Uttarakhand
West Bengal

1
4

4. Bareilly
5. Jhansi
6. Kanpur
7. Allahabad
8. Lucknow
9. Varanasi
10. Ghaziabad
11. Agra
12. Rampur
1. Dehradun
1. New Town Kolkata
2. Bidhannagar
3. Durgapur
4. Haldia

Chishakwe Ranch and Rhishja and it all started with an email. In
mid-2011, Lisa Jane Campbell of Zimbabwe who already was
planning ahead for World Rhino Day, searched online for ideas and
potential collaborators, and found Rhishja's blog. Lisa Jane sent
Rhishja an email, and the two found they shared a common goal of
making World Rhino Day a day of celebration for all five species of
rhino. Since then, World Rhino Day has grown to become a global
phenomenon, uniting NGOs, zoos, cause-related organizations,
businesses, and concerned individuals from nearly every corner of
the world.
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/world-rhino-dayobserved-across-the-world-1443004775-1
q
World Heart Day 2015 celebrated with theme creating hearthealthy environments
29th September, 2015
9 September: World Heart Day

The World Rhino Day was observed on 22 September 2015. The
day is observed to celebrate all five species of rhino and they are
Black, White, Greater one-horned, Sumatran, and Javan rhinos.
The World Rhino Day was first announced by WWF-South Africa
in 2010. The following year, World Rhino Day grew into an
international success, encompassing both African and Asian
rhino species, thanks to the efforts of two determined women.
In India, the day was observed with all-day awareness
programmes at Kaziranga National Park (Assam), Manas
National Park (Assam), and Laokhowa Burachapori (Assam).
According to the organization Save the Rhino, there are around
29000 rhinoceros left in the world. The number has declined from
5 lakhs rhinos at the turn of the 20th century to 70000 in 1970.
Out of these, in both the wild and in conservation, there are just
5055 black rhinos, 20405 white rhinos, 3333 greater one-horned
rhinos, less than 100 Sumatran rhinos and a maximum of 61
Javan rhinos.There is only one remaining male Northern white
rhino named Sudan in Ol Pejeta Conservancy of Kenya.
Background
The day is credited to two women, namely Lisa Jane Campbell of

The World Heart Day was celebrated on 29 September 2015 across
the world with creating heart-healthy environments. The purpose of
the day is to ensure people participation across the globe in the
world's biggest intervention against cardiovascular disease (CVD).
The theme creating heart-healthy environments is chosen to
remind the fact that 80 percent of premature deaths from heart
disease and stroke are avoidable. Hence, creating heart-healthy
environments is the key to curtail the menace across the world.
World Heart Day in India
On the occasion of the World Heart Day, health workers and NGO
activists conducted many awareness campaigns across the
country to spread awareness about CVD. As per a recent report of
Cardiology Society of India (CSI), CVD accounted for around 30
percent for all deaths in the country in 2014. Further, more than onethird of Indian adults have hypertension, of which 60 per cent
people are not even aware that they suffer from the condition. At
present hypertension is the biggest killer in the country.
Background
World Heart Day was founded in 2000 to inform people around the
globe that heart disease and stroke are the world's leading causes
of death, claiming 17.3 million lives annually. At the global level, the
World Heart Federation (WHF) promotes observation of the day.
WHF is a Geneva-based non-governmental agency committed to
fight heart related health risks across the world.
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/world-heart-day-2015celebrated-with-theme-creating-hearthealthy-environments1443513712-1
q
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Compendiums on Climate and Meteorology, Medicinal Plants and Wildlife Management (Tiger)
in the Indian Parliament - Monsoon Session, 2015

Monsoon Session, 2015
Rajya Sabha

Monsoon Session, 2015

Monsoon Session, 2015
Rajya Sabha

Rajya Sabha

Climate Change and Meteorology - Rajya Sabha,
2015
Highlights :
•
Impact of climate change in agriculture sector
•
Improvement in late weather forecasting
•
Weather modification techniques
•
Accuracy of monsoon forecast by private agency
•
Emissions of climate damaging greenhouse gases
•
Introduction of climate change fund
•
Impact of climate change on flora and fauna
•
Forest conservation to stop climate change
•
Scientific explanation for climate change
•
Green climate fund
•
Rise in earth temperature
•
Impact of global warming
•
Cities facing danger of global warming
•
Effect of adverse climate on agriculture
•
Deaths related to hot heat
•
Impact of climate change in incidence of diseases

Monsoon Session, 2015

Medicinal Plants - Rajya Sabha, 2015
Highlights :
• Checking Exploitation By Foreigners Of The
Country's Medicinal Plants
• Medicinal Herbs Research Institute In
Uttarakhand
• Conservation Of Endangered Medicinal
Plants
• Scientific Validation Of Traditional/ Herbal
Formulations
• Promoting Farming Of Herbal Products

Monsoon Session, 2015

Wildlife Management (Tiger) - Rajya Sabha,
2015
Highlights :
• Latest Census of Tigers
• Problem of Poaching of Animals
• Solution to Hardships of Human Beings and
Wild Animals
• Projects Falling Under Tiger Reserve
• Leopard and Tiger Safari in Uttarakhand
• Funds Allocation for Tiger Protection Force
• Relocation of Villages in Project Tiger
• Periodic Review of Implementation of The
Forest Rights Act
• Interlinking of Manas, Sankosh, Teesta and
Ganga Rivers

Monsoon Session, 2015

Monsoon Session, 2015

Climate Change and Meteorology - Lok Sabha,
2015
Highlights :
•
Green Climate Funds
•
Adverse Impact of Climate Change
on Agricultural Production
•
Climate Smart Agriculture
•
Weather Forecast Services
•
Weather Forecasts
•
Weather Forecasting Center's
•
Weather Forecasting
•
National Action Plan on Climate Change
•
Green Climate Fund
•
Climate Action Plan
•
Emission of Greenhouse Gases
•
Green House Gas Emission
•
Impact of Climate Change on Monuments
•
Funds for Climate Change
•
Impact of Climate
•
Change
•
Climate Change
•
Impact of Climate Change
•
Global Warming
•
Impact of Climate Change on Human Health

Medicinal Plants - Lok Sabha, 2015
Highlights :
•
National Medicinal Plants Board

Wildlife Management (Tiger) - Lok
Sabha, 2015
Highlights :
• Opposition Of Tiger Reserve
• Tiger/Elephant Reserves
• Amali Tiger Safari Project
• Protection Of Tigers

The Compendiums can be accessed through the
ENVIS Centre, WWF-India’s Official Website under the Report Section :
http://wwfenvis.nic.in/PublicationCommon.aspx?LinkId=3090
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Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee Reports
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Subject of the Report: Environmental Issues of the Nilgiris
Date of Presentation: 12th August, 2015
Brief Summary:
Ooty with its tranquil, serene and soothing ambience, is one of
those hill stations that has fascinated all of mankind since time
immemorial. The Nilgiri forests and the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve
(MTR) in Ooty, is home to some of the most valuable species of
flora and fauna and is a treasure inlet of precious minerals and
other resources.
Over the years, the forests have lost its lush abundant greenery
eventually resulting in the reduction of its forest cover. Now, the
forests here are primarily seen as sources of natural resources,
exploitation of which is sine-qua-non for overall economic
development of the country.
The report "Environmental Issues of the Nilgiris" studies the
environmental issues of Ooty, the basis behind their emergence
and their eventual consequences. Some of the environmental
issues highlighted and briefly discussed in the report are Pollution,
Civic issues, Forest and wildlife issues etc.
The report also sheds light on the need to take earnest steps to
protect the forests in order to preserve the scenic beauty of the hill
station and also puts forth some crucial steps that have become the
need of the hour.
At present, sincere efforts are being made to strike a balance
between development and conservation of forests.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/C
ommittee%20on%20S%20and%20T,%20Env.%20and%20Forest
s/268.pdf
q
Subject of the Report: Unprecedented Floods in Srinagar and
Warning and Forecasting of Floods and Environmental Issues in
Leh, Jammu and Pathankot
Date of Presentation: 23rd July, 2015
Brief Summary:
Perpetual rains and floods have for quite some time, dominated
the state of Jammu and Kashmir causing irreversible destruction
and has hence become a prominent aspect of the state. Concerned
with the unparalleled situation of rains causing floods in the context
of climate change in Srinagar and the failure of warning and
forecasting floods system, the Department-related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Science and Technology, Environment &
Forests visited the states of Jammu & Kashmir namely Leh,
Srinagar, Jammu and Pathankot.
The report " Unprecedented Floods in Srinagar and Warning and
Forecasting of Floods and Environmental Issues in Leh, Jammu
and Pathankot" puts forward the discussion that took place
between the MoEF & CC officials and the concerned Central and
State Government agencies as well as members of Civil
Society/NGOs and also sheds light on the precise situation of
Floods in the states of Jammu & Kashmir.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/C
ommittee%20on%20S%20and%20T,%20Env.%20and%20Forest
s/267.pdf
q
Subject of the Report: E-Waste and E-Radiation
Date of Presentation: 23rd July, 2015
Brief Summary:
E-Waste, being the discarded wastes from electrical and electronic
equipment, are highly hazardous substances containing toxic
substances such as lead, cadmium, mercury, Hexavalent
Chromium Polybrominated Biphenyls (PBB) and Polybrominated
Diphenyl Ether (PBDE), that can have adverse impacts on human
health and environment, if not handled with due care. With respect

to the rapid rise in the volume of e-waste being generated in the
country, Proper disposal of e-waste and curbing the effects of eradiation are issues that have the undivided attention of the entire
world.
The report namely, E-Waste and E-Radiation, discusses the
enormity of the issue of E-waste disposal in the Sub-Continent on
a broader scale and also takes up the issue of e-radiation
emanating from mobile towers and electronic equipments that
presents grave danger to not only mankind but also to the bird
species.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/Co
mmittee%20on%20S%20and%20T,%20Env.%20and%20Forests/
266.pdf
q
Subject of the Report: Reported Forecast of a major
Earthquake in Uttarakhand
Date of Presentation: 23rd July, 2015
Brief Summary:
The Himalayan region witnessed a devastating earthquake on April
25, 2015 of 7.9 magnitude with its epicenter located 77 km NW of
Kathmandu in Central Nepal. The earthquake was followed by a
series of aftershocks with the largest of magnitude 7.3 which
occurred on May 12, 2015. Three strong aftershocks of magnitude
6.6, 6.9 and 6.2 occurred on April 25, 26 and May 12, 2015
respectively.
This series of Earthquakes in the past have created havoc in the
Himalayan Region while also disrupting the livelihoods and the
habitats of the wildlife and mankind species.
In light of the above situation in Uttarakhand, the report "Reported
Forecast of a major Earthquake in Uttarakhand" reviews the
initiatives taken to improve the situation in Uttarakhand and to
augment the dense seismic network with real time connectivity.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/Co
mmittee%20on%20S%20and%20T,%20Env.%20and%20Forests/
265.pdf
q
Subject of the Report: Environmental Issues in Mumbai and
Visakhapatnam
Date of Presentation: 21st July, 2015
Brief Summary:
The report "Environmental Issues in Mumbai and Visakhapatnam"
glances briefly at two metropolitan cities, namely, Mumbai and
Visakhapatnam and studies deeply their issue of Pollution and
Environmental degradation, that is fast becoming prominent in the
world today but its adverse effect is greater in the metropolitan cities
and many of the Tier-II cities. The report also assesses the pollution
levels while studying the pollution index of the two coastal cities.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/Co
mmittee%20on%20S%20and%20T,%20Env.%20and%20Forests/
264.pdf
q
Subject of the Report: High Level Committee Report to Review
Various Acts
Date of Presentation: 21st July, 2015
Brief Summary:
The report 'High Level Committee Report to Review Various Acts'
provides a brief appraisal by the High Level Committee (HLC),
chaired by former Cabinet Secretary, Shri TSR Subramanium of the
various acts protecting the country's environment, that were
administered by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change. It also suggests appropriate amendments to bring them in
line with their objectives.
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Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/C
ommittee%20on%20S%20and%20T,%20Env.%20and%20Forest
s/263.pdf
q
Subject of the Report: Effects of Pollution on Taj
Date of Presentation: 21st July, 2015
Brief Summary:
One of the seven wonders of the world, The Taj Mahal of India, is a
monument of national heritage, one that fills every Indian with a
sense of indomitable pride. Being a magnificent piece of
architecture, it attracts millions of visitors every year.
Over the years, even while the aura radiating from this great
monument has remained in its former glory, there has been some
evidence of the discoloration that has become a noticeable feature.
A recent study by two scientists at the Indian Institute of Technology
(Kanpur) published in the journal, Environmental Science &
Technology of American Chemical Society claimed that the prime
reason behind the discoloration of the Taj Mahal is the generation of
particulate carbon and dust deposition from combustion of fossil
fuels and biomass. Widespread concern rose in the hearts of the
people as soon as the results of the study were reported in the
media.
With this background, the report 'Effects of Pollution on Taj' is a
detailed study of the causes leading to the emergence of pollution
and its adverse impacts that has become the prime driving force
behind the degeneration of this iconic national Monument.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/C
ommittee%20on%20S%20and%20T,%20Env.%20and%20Forest
s/262.pdf
q
Subject of the Report: Pollution in Tier-II Cities of Punjab Ludhiana and Amritsar
Date of Presentation: 21st July, 2015
Brief Summary:
The report 'Pollution in Tier-II Cities of Punjab - Ludhiana and
Amritsar' studies in detail the issue of Pollution in the Tier-2 cities of
the country, namely Ludhiana and Amritsar. It assesses the prime
factors governing the pollution levels in the two cities, its causes
and impacts.
The levels of Pollution have been widespread and growing at an
alarming rate. In this scenario, it has become evident to take the
necessary steps to curb it. The report also provides suggestions
and recommendations borne during the discussion on the issue.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/C
ommittee%20on%20S%20and%20T,%20Env.%20and%20Forest
s/261.pdf
Environmental-related Reports by Other Committees
Commerce & Industry
Subject of the Report: Rubber Industry in India
Name of Ministry: Commerce
Date of Presentation: 12th August, 2015
Brief Summary :
Rubber, being an important strategic industrial raw material is
significant in every aspect of a human's life. India is a major rubber
producing as well as rubber consuming nation around the world.
Being generously endowed with the climatic conditions congenial
for rubber cultivation. and having come a long way as a
manufacturing base for rubber goods including tyre and tube
industry, India has thus become the leading employment generator
in the Rubber industry.
Of late, there has been an excruciating decline in rubber production
and stress on all the stakeholders involved in rubber cultivation.
Further, there has been an intense debate that the Government

has resorted to over protection of the interests of rubber growers
resulting in high cost of raw materials to the rubber goods industry
while the other side claims that the Government has allowed
unchecked and excess rubber import causing pressure on rubber
prices and has thereby overlooked the interests of rubber growers.
The Committee is of considered opinion that to reap the full benefits
of the 'Make in India' campaign, there should be a complementary
'Grow in India' campaign where the manufacturing sector and the
agricultural sector will complement each other. The need of the
hour is consensus and not conflict. The Committee feels that it's
high time that the Rubber Industry should seize the opportunity
lying ahead and work on the constraints affecting the optimal
growth and development thereof. This is what is reflected in the
report "Rubber Industry in India".
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/
Committee%20on%20Commerce/119.pdf
Home Affairs
Subject of the Report: Action Taken by Government on the
recommendations/observations contained in the 178th Report on
Disaster Management in the Country.
Name of the Ministry: Home Affairs
Date of Presentation: 31st July, 2015
Brief Summary:
The report " Action Taken by Government on the recommendations /observations contained in the 178th Report on Disaster
Management in the Country" is an Action Taken Report of the
Committee that deals with the action taken by the Ministry of Home
Affairs on the recommendations contained in the One Hundred and
Seventy Eighth Report of the Department-related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Home Affairs on the Disaster Management
that was presented to the Parliament on 19th February, 2015.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/C
ommittee%20on%20Home%20Affairs/188.pdf
Transport, Tourism and Culture
Subject of the Report: The National Waterways Bill, 2015
Name of the Ministry: Transport, Tourism and Culture
Date of Presentation: 12th August, 2015
Brief Summary:
Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Transport, Tourism and Culture, having been authorised by the
Committee to present on its behalf, do hereby present this Two
Hundred Twenty Third Report on The National Waterways Bill,
2015*. The National Waterways Bill, 2015 was introduced in the
Lok Sabha on the 05th May, 2015.
The Bill seeks to make provisions for the existing five national
waterways and declaration of 101 new inland waterways spread
among 24 States to be National Waterways and also to provide for
the regulation and development of the said waterways for the
purpose of shipping and navigation and for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.5/newcommittee/reports/EnglishCommittees/C
ommittee%20on%20Transport,%20Tourism%20and%20Culture/
223.pdf
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
Subject of the Report: Fifteenth Report on the Action Taken by the
Government on the observations/recommendations contained in
the Second Report of the Committee on Agriculture (2014-15) on
"Demands for Grants (2014-15)" pertaining to the Ministry of
Agriculture (Department of Agricultural Research and Education).
Name of the Ministry: Agriculture
Date of Presentation:11th August, 2015
Brief Summary:
The Report titled 'Fifteenth Report on the Action Taken by the
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Government on the observations / recommendations contained in
the Second Report of the Committee on Agriculture (2014-15) on
"Demands for Grants 2014-15)" pertaining to the Ministry of
Agriculture (Department of Agricultural Research and Education)'
of the Committee on Agriculture deals with the action taken by the
Government on the Recommendations contained in the Second
Report (Sixteenth Lok Sabha) of the Committee on Agriculture
(2014-2015) on “Demands for Grants (2014-15) pertaining to the
Ministry of Agriculture (Department of Agricultural
Research and Education).
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Agriculture/16_Agriculture_1
5.pdf
Subject of the Report: Thirteenth Report on the Action Taken by
the Government on the observations/recommendations contained
in the Third Report of the Committee on Agriculture (2014-15) on
"Demands for Grants (2014-15)" pertaining to the Ministry of
Agriculture (Department of Agriculture and Cooperation)
Name of the Ministry: Agriculture
Date of Presentation:11th August, 2015
Brief Summary:
This Report titled ''Thirteenth Report on the Action Taken by the
Government on the observations / recommendations contained in
the Third Report of the Committee on Agriculture (2014-15) on
"Demands for Grants (2014-15)" pertaining to the Ministry of
Agriculture (Department of Agriculture and Cooperation)''
Published by the Committee on Agriculture deals with the actions
taken by the Government on the recommendations contained in
the Third Report of the Committee on Agriculture (2014-15) on
'Demands for Grants (2014-15)' of the Ministry of Agriculture
(Department of Agriculture and Cooperation).
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Agriculture/16_Agriculture_1
3.pdf
Chemicals & Fertilizers
Subject of the Report: Action Taken by the Government on the
Observations/Recommendations contained in the First Report of
the Standing Committee on Chemicals and Fertilizers (Sixteenth
Lok Sabha) on Demands for Grants (2014-2015) of the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers (Department of Chemicals and
Petrochemicals)
Name of the Ministry: Chemicals & Fertilizers
Date of Presentation: 22nd July, 2015
Brief Summary:
The report 'Action Taken by the Government on the
Observations/Recommendations contained in the First Report of
the Standing Committee on Chemicals and Fertilizers (Sixteenth
Lok Sabha) on Demands for Grants (2014-2015) of the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers (Department of Chemicals and
Petrochemicals)' presents the Tenth Report (Sixteenth Lok Sabha)
on Action Taken by the Government on the observations/
recommendations contained in the First Report (Sixteenth Lok
Sabha) of the Standing Committee on Chemicals and Fertilizers
(2014-2015) on Demands for Grants (2014-2015) of the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers (Department of Chemicals and
Petrochemicals).
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Chemicals%20&%20Fertiliz
ers/16_Chemicals_And_Fertilizers_10.pdf
Coal & Steel
Subject of the Report: Safety, Health and Education Facilities
for Inhabitants/Workers in Coal/Lignite Mining Areas" relating to
the Ministry of Coal
Name of the Ministry: Coal & Steel
Date of Presentation: 12th August, 2015
Brief Summary :
The issue of Safety, Health and Education facilities for

inhabitants/workers in Coal/Lignite Mining areas holds great
significance in the world today owing to the fact that a large number
of workers/inhabitants are engaged in the mining fields making it
one of the world's largest primary commercial energy requirement
sector. it is therefore, imperative that the safety standards be
maintained to ensure the safety of workers. It is equally important
to have a robust and effective safety monitoring mechanism for
prevention of accidents and preparedness to handle any
eventualities. Safety and Health of workers deployed in
Coal/Lignite Mines therefore need to be accorded utmost priority.
Thus, in the report " Safety, Health and Education Facilities for
Inhabitants/Workers in Coal/Lignite Mining Areas" relating to the
Ministry of Coal, a holistic review of the present system of safety
monitoring mechanism through a revisit of the fundamental
provisions made in various statutes pertaining to the issue has
been presented.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Coal%20&%20Steel/16_Co
al_And_Steel_14.pdf
Energy
Subject of the Report: 8th Report on Action Taken by the
Government on the recommendations contained in the First
Report (16th Lok Sabha) on Demands for Grants of the Ministry of
Power for the year 2014-15
Name of the Ministry: Power
Date of Presentation: 11th August, 2015
Brief Summary:
This Report "8th Report on Action Taken by the Government on the
recommendations contained in the First Report (16th Lok Sabha)
on Demands for Grants of the Ministry of Power for the year 201415" of the Standing Committee on Energy deals with the action
taken by the Government on the Observations /Recommendations contained in the First Report (Sixteenth Lok Sabha) on
Demands for Grants of the Ministry of Power for the year 2014-15.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Energy/16_Energy_8.pdf
Subject of the Report: Energy Conservation
Name of the Ministry: Power
Date of Presentation: 11th August, 2015
Brief Summary:
In view of the importance of energy efficiency and energy
conservation, and of the cost-effective potential to implement it, the
Parliamentary Standing Committee in their report "Energy
Conservation" on Energy has assessed the present situation and
challenges in this sector. It also incorporates the discussions held
with a wide range of stakeholders such as Ministries /Departments;
regulators; State Governments; utilities; industry bodies;
manufacturers, etc., and seeking their views on opportunities and
challenges to accelerate energy efficiency and energy
conservation activities.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Energy/16_Energy_7.pdf
Information Technology
Subject of the Report: Action Taken Report on action taken by the
Government on the Observations/Recommendations of the
Committee contained in their Fifty-third Report (Fifteenth Lok
Sabha) on 'Norms for setting up of telecom towers, its harmful
effects and setting up of security standards in expansion of
telecom facilities' relating to the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology (Department of Telecommunications).
Name of the Ministry: Communications and Information
Technology
Date of Presentation: 13th August, 2015
Brief Summary:
This Report " Action Taken Report on action taken by the
Government on the Observations/Recommendations of the
Committee contained in their Fifty-third Report (Fifteenth Lok
14

Sabha) on 'Norms for setting up of telecom towers, its harmful
effects and setting up of security standards in expansion of
telecom facilities' relating to the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology (Department of Telecommunications)" of
the Standing Committee on Information Technology deals with the
action taken by the Government on the Observations/
Recommendations of the Committee contained in their Fifty-third
Report (Fifteenth Lok Sabha) on the subject 'Norms for setting up
of telecom towers, its harmful effects and setting up of security
standards in expansion of telecom facilities' relating to the Ministry
of Communications and Information Technology (Department of
Telecommunications).
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Information%20Technology/
16_Information_Technology_13.pdf
Petroleum & Natural Gas
Subject of the Report: Ethanol Blended Petrol and Bio-Diesel
Policy
Name of the Ministry: Petroleum & Natural Gas
Date of Presentation:13th August, 2015
Brief Summary:
Energy is a critical input for the socio-economic development of
any country. In India, fossil fuels i.e. Crude Oil and Natural Gas play
a dominant role as primary energy resources constituting about
41% of the energy consumption. Over the years, there have been
growing environmental concerns that have also raised uncertainty
over the use of fossil fuel resources in meeting the future energy
demands and has necessitated the search for alternate sources of
energy. The present report on " Ethanol Blended Petrol and BioDiesel Policy" discusses the alternate sources of energy in light of
the growing concern governing the exhaustion of the fossil fuel
resources.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Petroleum%20&%20Natural
%20Gas/16_Petroleum_And_Natural_Gas_7.pdf
Subject of the Report: Action Taken Report on DFG (2014-15)
Name of the Ministry: Petroleum & Natural Gas
Date of Presentation:11th August, 2015
Brief Summary:
This Report ' Action Taken Report on DFG (2014-15)' of the
Standing Committee on Petroleum & Natural Gas deals with the
action taken by the Government on the Recommendations
contained in the First Report (Sixteenth Lok Sabha) of the Standing
Committee on Petroleum and Natural Gas (2014-15) on Demand
for Grants (2014-15)' of MoPNG.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Petroleum%20&%20Natural
%20Gas/16_Petroleum_And_Natural_Gas_6.pdf
Rural Development
Subject of the Report: Action taken by the Government on the
recommendations contained in the First Report (Sixteenth Lok
Sabha) on Demands for Grants (2014-15) of the Ministry of Rural
Development (Department of Rural Development)
Name of the Ministry: Rural Development
Date of Presentation: 12th August, 2015
Brief Summary:
The Standing Committee on Rural Development (2014-2015)
presents the report titled 'Action taken by the Government on the
recommendations contained in the First Report (Sixteenth Lok
Sabha) on Demands for Grants (2014-15) of the Ministry of Rural
Development (Department of Rural Development)' that includes
the Tenth Report on the action taken by the Government on the
recommendations contained in the First Report of the Standing
Committee on Rural Development (2014-15) (Sixteenth Lok

Sabha) on Demands for Grants (2014-15) of the Ministry of Rural
Development (Department of Rural Development).
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Rural%20Development/16_R
ural_Development_10.pdf
Subject of the Report: Action taken by the Government on the
recommendations contained in the Forty-Second Report (Fifteenth
Lok Sabha) on Implementation of Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act, 2005.
Name of the Ministry: Rural Development
Date of Presentation: 12th August, 2015
Brief Summary:
The report ' Action taken by the Government on the recommendations contained in the Forty-Second Report (Fifteenth Lok Sabha)
on Implementation of Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act, 2005' presents the Fourteenth Report by the
Standing Committee on Rural Development, on the action taken by
the Government on the recommendations contained in the Fortysecond Report (Fifteenth Lok Sabha) of the Standing Committee on
Rural Development (Sixteenth Lok Sabha) on 'Implementation of
'Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act,
2005'.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Rural%20Development/16_R
ural_Development_14.pdf
Urban Development
Subject of the Report: Action Taken by the Government on the
Recommendations contained in the First Report (Sixteenth Lok
Sabha) of the Standing Committee on Urban Development on
Demands for Grants (2014-2015) ) of the Ministry of Urban
Development.
Name of the Ministry: Urban Development
Date of Presentation: 31st July, 2015
Brief Summary:
The report titled 'Action Taken by the Government on the
Recommendations contained in the First Report (Sixteenth Lok
Sabha) of the Standing Committee on Urban Development on
Demands for Grants (2014-2015) ) of the Ministry of Urban
Development' presents the Seventh Report (16th Lok Sabha) on the
action taken by the Government on the recommendations contained
in the First Report (16th Lok Sabha) of the Standing Committee on
Urban Development on “Demands for Grants (2014-2015)" of the
Ministry of Urban Development.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Urban%20Development/16_U
rban_Development_7.pdf
Subject of the Report: Action Taken by the Government on the
Observations/ Recommendations contained in the Sixth Report
(Sixteenth Lok Sabha) of the Standing Committee on Urban
Development on Demands for Grants (2015-2016) ) of the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation
Name of the Ministry: Urban Development
Date of Presentation: 10th August, 2015
Brief Summary:
The report ' Action Taken by the Government on the Observations/
Recommendations contained in the Sixth Report (Sixteenth Lok
Sabha) of the Standing Committee on Urban Development on
Demands for Grants (2015-2016) ) of the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Poverty Alleviation' deals with the action taken by the
Government on the recommendations contained in their Sixth
Report (Sixeenth Lok Sabha) on Demands for Grants (2015-16) of
the Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation.
Source of Information:
http://164.100.47.134/lsscommittee/Urban%20Development/16_U
rban_Development_8.pdf
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REPORTS AND STUDIES
Title: State and Trends of Carbon Pricing 2015
Brief: The report is a one stop shop for learning about key developments and
prospects of existing and emerging carbon initiatives. A challenging international
carbon market has not stopped the development of domestic carbon pricing initiatives.
Today, about 40 national and over 20 sub-national jurisdictions responsible for almost
one fourth of global greenhouse gas emissions are putting a price on carbon. Together,
these initiatives cover the equivalent of almost 6 gigatons of carbon dioxide, or about
12% of global emissions.
Source:
http://wwwwds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2015/0
9/21/090224b0830f0f31/2_0/Rendered/PDF/State0and0trends0of0carbon0pricing0
2015.pdf

Title: The Global Competitiveness Report 2015-2016
Brief: The Global Competitiveness Report 2015-2016 assesses the competitiveness
of 140 world economies. Using a mixture of quantitative and survey data, it ranks
countries overall by combining 113 indicators grouped under 12 pillars of
competitiveness: institutions; infrastructure; macroeconomic environment; health and
primary education; higher education and training; goods market efficiency; labor
market efficiency; financial market development; technological readiness; market size;
business sophistication; and innovation.
Source:
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/gcr/20152016/Global_Competitiveness_Report_2015-2016.pdf

Title: Global Nutrition Report 2015: actions and accountability to advance
nutrition and sustainable development
Brief: The Global Nutrition Report 2015 is a report card on the world's
nutrition—globally, regionally, and country by country—and on efforts to improve it. It
assesses countries' progress in meeting global nutrition targets established by the
World Health Assembly. It documents how well countries, aid donors, NGOs,
businesses, and others are meeting the commitments they made at the major
Nutrition for Growth summit in 2013. And it spells out the actions that proven effective
in combating malnutrition in all its forms. The 2015 report makes it clear that global
progress to reduce malnutrition has been slow and uneven. The second in an annual
series, the Global Nutrition Report 2015 also highlights the critical relationship
between climate change and nutrition, as well as the pivotal role business can play in
advancing nutrition. It considers how countries can build food systems that are more
nutrition friendly and sustainable.
Source: http://www.phn.ng/pdfs/data-nutrition.pdf
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Title: Global Monitoring Report 2015/2016: development goals in an era of
demographic change
Brief: This year's Global Monitoring Report, produced jointly by the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund, details the progress the world has made towards global
development goals and examines the impact of demographic change on achieving
these goals. It also revises world economic growth projections for 2015 down to 3.3
percent on the basis of lower growth prospects in emerging markets. The Global
Monitoring Report also analyzes how profound demographic shifts could alter the
course of global development. The world is undergoing a major population shift that will
reshape economic development for decades. The direction and pace of this transition
varies dramatically from country to country, with differing implications depending on
where a country stands on the spectrum of aging and economic development, the report
said.
Source:
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/pubdocs/publicdoc/2015/10/503001444058224597/Glo
bal-Monitoring-Report-2015.pdf

Title: Energy and climate change: world energy outlook special report 2015
Brief: A peak in global energy-related emissions could be achieved as early as 2020 and
at no net economic cost says International Energy Agency in this new report.
The world is moving towards a crucial climate change meeting in Paris in December
2015 (COP21). The IEA, therefore, feels an obligation to make a contribution to COP21 –
a contribution which reconciles climate and energy needs. That is the purpose of this
special report in the World Energy Outlook series. The report: Presents a detailed first
assessment of the energy sector impact of known and signaled national climate pledges
for COP21; Proposes a bridging strategy to deliver a near-term peak in global energyrelated greenhouse-gas emissions, based on five pragmatic measures that can advance
climate goals through the energy sector without blunting economic growth;
Source:
https://www.iea.org/publications/freepublications/publication/WEO2015SpecialReport
onEnergyandClimateChange.pdf

Title: Living Blue Planet Report 2015
Brief: Populations of fish critical to human food security are in serious decline worldwide
with some at risk of collapse according to the emergency edition of a WWF report
released. WWF's Living Blue Planet Report finds that much of the activity threatening
the ocean is avoidable and solutions do exist to turn the tide. The updated study of
marine mammals, birds, reptiles, and fish shows that populations have been reduced on
average by half globally in the last four decades, with some fish declining by close to 75
percent. The latest findings spell trouble for all nations, especially people in the
developing world. To reverse the downward trend, global leaders must ensure that
ocean recovery and coastal habitat health feature strongly in the implementation of the
UN's sustainable development goals that will be formally approved later this month.
Negotiations on a new global climate deal are also an important opportunity to forge
agreement in support of ocean health.
Source:
https://www.wwf.de/fileadmin/fm-wwf/Publikationen-PDF/Living-Blue-Planet-Report2015.pdf
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Title: Global Sustainable Development Report, 2015
Brief: The 2015 Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR) underscores the
importance of science in guiding policy decisions for sustainable development. The
report, called for by the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), provides a
survey of scientific findings on oceans and livelihoods, sustainable consumption and
production (SCP), disaster risk reduction (DRR), industrialization and the use of big data
in Africa, among other issues. The report finds that further research is necessary to better
understand how human well-being and livelihoods affect the sustainability of oceans,
seas and marine resources. It observes that human activities increasingly degrade,
destroy, or threaten these resources, but that there is a lack of scientific information on
how improvements in human well-being can reduce ocean degradation, or how changes
in consumption of lifestyle patterns could affect marine resource sustainability. On DRR,
the report highlights how natural disasters can erode development gains, and
recommends effective DRR measures to ensure that disaster-prone countries and others
are able to implement and achieve the post-2015 development agenda.
Source:
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1758GSDR%202015%20A
dvance%20Unedited%20Version.pdf

Title: SAARC Development Goals: India country report 2015
Brief: The SAARC Development Goals consisting of 22 goals & 67 indicators
representing the status of social development in the country. The present report gives
the statistical appraisal of the achievements made on the SAARC Development Goals in
India. In addition to the mutually agreed 67 indicators, some additional indicators have
also been included under different goals. Goal-wise complete list of indicators used in
this report has been given under 'India's SDGs Framework: Goals and Indicators'.
Source: http://mospi.nic.in/Mospi_New/upload/Saarc_IndiaCountryReport2015_16sep15.pdf
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Statistical & Graphical Representation
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha, Monsoon Session, 2015

Ministry-wise Total No. of Questions, addressed in Rajya Sabha
Ministries/Departments
Agriculture
Atomic Energy
Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy,
Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy
(AYUSH)
Chemicals and Fertilizers
Civil Aviation
Coal
Commerce and Industry
Communications and Information
Technology
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution
Corporate Affairs
Culture
Defence
Development of North Eastern
Region
*Drinking Water and Sanitation
Earth Sciences
*Environment, Forest and Climate
Change
External Affairs
Finance
Food Processing Industries
Health and Family Welfare
Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises
Home Affairs
Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation
Human Resource Development

Starred
16
3

Unstarred
117
33

Total
133
36

5
5
5
3
9

37
45
100
34
102

42
50
105
37
111

4

78

82

4
1
9
7

50
14
35
83

54
15
44
90

1
4
1

10
27
11

11
31
12

12
5
16
1
24
1
13
3
11

99
67
142
12
201
17
182
41
134

111
72
158
13
225
18
195
44
145

Information and Broadcasting
Labour and Employment
Law and Justice
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
Mines
Minority Affairs
*New and Renewable Energy
Overseas Indian Affairs
Panchayati Raj
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Planning
Power
Railways
Road Transport and Highways
Rural Development
Science and Technology
Shipping
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
Social Justice and Empowerment
Space
Statistics and Programme Implementation
Steel
Textiles
Tourism
Tribal Affairs
Urban Development
*Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation
Women and Child Development
Youth Affairs and Sports
Total

2
7
0
1
0
0
0
0
1
4
10
4
8
13
4
6
0
2
1
2
0
0
0
2
7
1
10

33
87
30
22
19
30
35
16
10
32
80
19
55
127
63
46
12
16
42
59
16
11
13
21
44
32
70

35
94
30
23
19
30
35
16
11
36
90
23
63
140
67
52
12
18
43
61
16
11
13
23
51
33
80

6
12
4
270

60
63
46
2880

66
75
50
3150

*Centre has taken complete information for the specified Ministries.

No. of Questions
Ministries

Starred

Unstarred

Total

12
4
0
6

99
27
35
60

111
31
35
66

248
270

2659
2880

2907
3150

Environment, Forests and Climate Change
Drinking Water and Sanitation Change
New and Renewable Energy
Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation
Other
Total

1%

1%
2%

R a jy a S a b h a , M o n s o o n S e s s io n

Drinking Water and
Sanitation
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change
New and Renewable Energy

Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation
Other

3500

No. of Questions

4%

2500
2000

S ta rre d

1500

U n sta rre d
T o tal

1000
500
0

92%

3150
2880

3000

270
S e s s io n s

Source : The information has been prepared on the basis of questions / answers and statements published by the Parliament of India,
Rajya Sabha, Secretariat during Monsoon Session, 2015.
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Ministry-wise Total No. of Questions, addressed in Lok Sabha
Ministries/Departments
Starred Unstarred
Agriculture
15
194
Atomic Energy
4
37
Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha and Homoeopathy (AYUSH)
2
31
Chemicals and Fertilizers
4
47
Civil Aviation
9
98
Coal
7
95
Commerce and Industry
9
89
Communications and Information Technology
9
108
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
16
91
Corporate Affairs
2
13
Culture
2
38
Defence
9
109
Development of North Eastern Region
0
10
*Drinking Water and Sanitation
3
43
Earth Sciences
2
22
*Environment, Forest and Climate Change
17
149
External Affairs
8
85
Finance
13
172
Food Processing Industries
2
18
Health and Family Welfare
15
146
Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises
4
46
Home Affairs
13
215
Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation
5
27
Human Resource Development
26
288
Information and Broadcasting
4
37
Labour and Employment
8
101
Law and Justice
7
58
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
5
34

Total
209
41
33
51
107
102
98
117
107
15
40
118
10
46
24
166
93
185
20
161
50
228
32
314
41
109
65
39

Ministries/Departments

Starred

Mines
Minority Affairs
New and Renewable Energy
Overseas Indian Affairs
Panchayati Raj
Parliamentary Affairs
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Planning
Power
Railways
Road Transport and Highways
Rural Development
Science and Technology
Shipping
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
Social Justice and Empowerment
Space
Statistics and Programme Implementation
Steel
Textiles
Tourism
Tribal Affairs
Urban Development
Water Resources, River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation
Women and Child Development
Youth Affairs and Sports
Total

Unstarred

Total

2
2
9
2
1
0
0
9
4
10
15
11
10
8
6
7
5
2
1
2
4
4
3
4

18
22
64
33
32
2
56
45
21
62
253
119
167
50
68
48
91
28
18
20
105
49
33
70

20
24
73
35
33
2
56
54
25
72
268
130
177
58
74
55
96
30
19
22
109
53
36
74

9
3
3
356

96
60
61
4092

105
63
64
4448

*Centre has taken complete information for the specified Ministries.

No. of Questions
Ministries

Environment, Forests and Climate Change
Drinking Water and Sanitation Change
New and Renewable Energy
Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation
Other
Total

Starred

Unstarred

Total

17
3
9
9

149
43
64
96

166
46
73
105

318
356

3740
4092

4058
4448

Lok Sabha, Monsoon Session, 2015
5000

4%

4448

4500

4092

Total

No. of Questions

Unstarred

Drinking Water and
Sanitation

2%

Environment, Forest and
Climate Change

1%

4000

Starred

2%

3500
3000

New and Renewable Energy

2500
2000
1500
1000
500
0

356

91%

Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation
Other

Sessions

Source : The information has been prepared on the basis of questions / answers and statements published by the Parliament of India,
Lok Sabha, Secretariat during Monsoon Session, 2015.
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UPCOMING ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS
Title: 5 IconSWM 2015, International Conference on Solid
Waste Management
Date: 24 November 2015 - 27 November 2015
Venue: Bengaluru, India
Brief of the Event: IconSWM2015 is the biggest sustainable
conference platform of ISWMAW in India working for the
betterment of waste management (WM) & environment protection
in Industries & Municipalities. Problem of WM in India primarily lies
in poor segregation of waste. The 5th Icon SWM will deliberate on
various issues
related to innovation & implementation in
sustainable WM (Solid & Liquid),
segregation, collection,
transportation, treatment technology, policy & strategies, energy
recovery, LCA, climate change, research and
business
opportunities.
Website: http://iswmaw.com
Source: http://www.conference-service.com/conferences
/in/waste-management.html
q
Title: Cumulus Mumbai 2015: 'In a planet of our own - a vision
of sustainability with focus on water'
Date: 03 December, 2015 - 05 December, 2015
Venue: Mumbai, India
Brief of the Event: This international event Cumulus Mumbai
2015 is aimed at creating design awareness on sustainability
bringing focus on water and simultaneously offers a platform for
interaction for the art, design and media community. The event is
expected to throw light on the role of art, design and media in an
interconnected global world within the context of sustainability. The
event has been designed to be lively, interactive and thought
provoking and will provide great opportunity to converse with
grandmasters of design, interact with thought leaders and listen to
visions by outstanding speakers.
Website: http://www.cumulusmumbai2015.org
Source:
http://www.conferenceservice.com/conferences/in/ecosystems.ht
ml
q
Title: PCCCTSG — Conference on Power, Control, Communication and Computational Technologies for Sustainable
Growth.
Date: 11 December, 2015 - 12 December, 2015
Venue: Kurnool, India
Brief of the Event: The aim of PCCCTSG is to provide an ideal
platform for Researchers, Academicians and Industrial
professionals to share their ideas, technologies, knowledge, and
expertise on contemporary and future developments in Power and
Energy and its associated engineering fields such as Control,
Communication and Computational Technologies that caters the
needs of the conference. The PCCCTSG will feature key note
speeches, tutorials, paper and poster presentations. All full paper
submissions will be peer reviewed and evaluated based on

originality, research content, innovation, and relevance to the
conference.
Website: http://www.pccctsg-conf.org/index.html
Source: http://www.conference-service.com/conferences
/in/ecosystems.html
q
Title: IPP Congress — 3rd international Plant Physiology
Congress: Challenges and Strategies in Plant Biology
Research.
Date: 11 December, 2015 - 14 December, 2015
Venue: New Delhi, India
Brief of the Event: The conference will bring together the leading
scientists and scholars in the area of plant biology to discuss the
practical challenges, concerns and strategies in the field, promote
collaborations and information exchange and share the new
findings. It will provide opportunities to young investigators and
students to present their work and exchange ideas with the leaders
in the field.
Website: http://www.ippcongress.in
Source: http://www.conference-service.com/conferences
/in/biology.html
q
Title: International Conference on Geosciences and
Environment & 32nd Annual Convention of Indian
Association of Sedimentologists
Date: 07 January, 2016 - 10 January, 2016
Venue: Annamalainagar, India
Brief of the Event: ICGEN-IAS-2015 will place a platform where
renowned speakers and scientists across the globe will present
their knowledge, which will be helpful for the young researchers.
The important features of this conference are well organized panel
discussion, interactive sessions and field geology. ICGEN 2015
aims to accelerate the major disciplines and scientific discoveries
in the field of Geosciences and Environment.
Website: http://www.icgenias2015.com
Source: http://www.conference-service.com/conferences
/in/geophysics-and-geology.html
q
Title: One Day International Shale Oil and Gas Workshop
Date: 08 January, 2016
Venue: Annamalainagar, India
Brief of the Event: The workshop aims to take a leap into the
future, assessing the present and future of shale plays. Technical
presentations will be followed by a discussion on the sustainable
development of shale resources in India. In addition, a panel
discussion on the acquisition of rock samples, laboratory
analyses, data sharing and access, and publishing research data
will be held.
Website: http://www.icgenias2015.com
Source: http://www.conference-service.com/conferences
/in/geophysics-and-geology.html
q
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PHOTO GALLERY

Celebrating the 30th Anniversary of the Vienna Convention and 21st International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, New Delhi, Sept. 16, 2015

At the launch of web portal for online submission of applications for Environment Clearance by the
State Environment Impact Assessment Authorities, New Delhi, July 2, 2015

Inaugural session held by Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, July 2, 2015
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